Town of Concrete
Planning Commission Meeting
June 16, 2016
6:00 p.m. Chairman Newburn called the meeting to order. Chairman Newburn led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Planning Commission Members: Bruce Newburn, Em Beals and George Theodoratus.  Don Payne arrived at 6:03. Doug Ide absent. 
Staff Present: Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles 
 

Audience Members Signed In: None.  
Minutes from February 25, 2016: Marianne stated there was in error in the agenda and the minutes are from February 25, 2016 and not December 10, 2015. 

George Theodoratus made a motion to approve the minutes. Em Beals seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Announcements: Introduction of Em Beals: Marianne stated that she is happy that Em Beals has been added to the Planning Commission and welcomed her aboard. 
Marianne also reminded the members that they each have a mail box here at town where they can pick up their calendars and other information between meetings. 
GMA Update: Transportation Update: Marianne reported that at their last meeting they began discussing this element and the trail system plan for in town. She stated she had distributed the previous goals and polices that were in included in the last comp plan update for their review. She also reported the traffic counts have been completed but she has not yet received this data from the county. She stated until that is received they will more forward working on the Economic Development and Parks and Recreation elements instead. 
Economic Development Discussion: Marianne stated they will begin working on this element and get it done first and then move onto the Parks and Recreation element in August or September. She stated once these two are completed they can see where they are at with the transportation element and if it looks like it can be completed by the end of the year, they will work do this and get all three of these elements adopted. She stated if the transportation element cannot be completed they will still work to get the other two elements adopted by the end of the year. 

Marianne stated they will also have to work on getting the Critical Areas Ordinance updated which is a state requirement. She stated they will also begin updating some of the land use and zoning sections next year once everything else is adopted. 

Marianne referred the members to the Economic Development Plan. She stated this was distributed to the council last Monday for their review and they will most likely be adopting it at their next meeting as a standalone document. She stated the sections are broke out and the goals are stated for each. She reported these goals can be pulled out and included in the Economic Development element and then it can be adopted as an appendix in the comprehensive plan. She stated the whole document will be included in the comprehensive plan and the goals will be listed within the corresponding element. Marianne stated the Economic Development Task Force did a great job putting this document together. She stated the council is excited about this plan and getting it adopted so they can get started on moving forward with the items listed in the document. 
Marianne referred the members to the tables included in this element that gives the population estimates and job forecasts. She stated these are the same as those that were included in the Land Use element. She stated she still has some things to update but the primary thing for the commission is to go through the goals and policies and get comments to her so she can get those updated. She also stated that she needs to go through this element and double check certain items to make sure there is cohesion with the other elements. She stated a lot of the items in this element were already addressed in the Land Use element. 

George Theodoratus stated that he has already reviewed and did not see anything that he thought needed to be changed. 

Parks and Recreation Discussion: Marianne reported that she is currently gathering all the information needed to put this element together. She stated that this has not been a part of the comprehensive plan since 1997. She stated that to meet certain funding requirements the town is required to have an approved parks and recreation plan in place. She stated that she began with the 1997 documents and starting making updates. She stated there are some good things in this document but many of them are outdated. She stated that she will need their assistance to determine what is outdated and what is still current. Marianne also stated that she has pulled some of the goals and policies out of the Trails plan and out of the transportation element to include in this element. She referred the members to the example from the City of Anacortes for their Parks and Recreation goals and policies. 

Marianne stated that there is a lot of homework for the members to work on but she wants them to focus on the Economic Development element first and then move onto the Parks and Recreation element. 

Bruce Newburn stated that he wanted to take this time to wholeheartedly welcome Em Beals to the commission. He stated that he very happy to have her here. 

Marianne stated that George Theodoratus’s term will be expiring at the end of this year and asked George if he will be stepping down or did he want to remain on the commission. George stated that he would like to stay on. Marianne stated that Doug Ide’s term will also be up at the end of the year and she will talk with him about whether he intends to step down or stay on. George stated he would like to encourage Doug to remain on the commission. Marianne stated that she would like him to as well but it will be his choice. 
Marianne stated that sometime in the near future they will also be presented with regulations for cell towers in town. She stated that over the last year she has spoken with a company who puts in towers, and then rents space to cell phone providers to boost their service area. She stated sometimes the proposal is for 120 foot towers. She stated if they approach the town again before the town has regulations in place then she wills ask the council to adopt the City of Mount Vernon’s code for emergency purposes. Discussion ensued on these in other towns and cities in the county and the height, the base and foundation size and where they can or should be located. 

Em stated that if the town starts allowing these in the right-of-way without regulations in place it will also open the doors for other to want to construct in the right-of-way. 

Audience member Judy Fales asked if the town could designate a certain area outside of town that these could be allowed. Marianne stated that state law does not allow for the town to just blanket prohibit these. She stated they are considered a utility so they can build within the right-of-way. She stated other jurisdictions are developing franchise agreements to be used when working with these companies.
Next Meeting Date and Time: July 21, 2016.  
Adjournment: Don Payne made a motion for adjournment at 6:36 p.m. Doug Ide made a second the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

_________________________ 


_________________________________

Bruce Newburn, Chairman 


Attest: Marianne Manville-Ailles
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