Town of Concrete
Planning Commission Meeting
July 9, 2015
7:00 p.m. Chairman Newburn called the meeting to order. Chairman Newburn led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Planning Commission Members: Doug Ide, Don Payne, George Theodoratus and Bruce Newburn. 
Staff Present: Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles 
 

Audience Members Signed In: Judy Fales. 
Minutes from June 11, 2015: Doug Ide made a motion to approve the minutes. Don Payne seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Announcements:  Marianne reported the Council had passed a resolution requesting an extension for the comprehensive plan update and it has been forwarded to the Department of Commerce. She stated there shouldn’t be any issues in getting the request approved but it will take legislative action to approve it and that won’t happen until next year’s session. 
Marianne also reported that she will be discussing with council at their next meeting about the option of adopting what has been completed so far with the update and then next year adopting further sections that get completed between now and then. She stated then the following year they would be able to get the rest adopted and that would meet the deadline of December 31, 2017 which is the date requested for the extension. She stated that next year they will need to get the Parks and Recreation portion updated and adopted as well as the Economic Development portion and then if there’s any budget left start on the transportation section. She stated the transportation section is probably going to require that the town hire a consultant to complete the work associated with that section. 

Bruce asked if there are any pending resolutions before council to fill the vacant planning commission position. Marianne reported that they had only received the one application. She stated that she had spoke with the applicant and invited him to a planning commission meeting but that she never heard back from and he never made to the meeting. She reported the town has not received any other applications so they should keep their ears peeled and let people know about the vacancy. She stated that if they know of anyone who may be interested to have them give her a call. 

Marianne stated they will be canceling the August meeting since they do not have agenda items to discuss. 

Doug Ide asked how the town planning budget is looking for this year. Marianne stated that about 2/3 of this year’s budget has been used but that most of that has been related to the comprehensive plan update work but since that will be tailoring off the budget figures should be fine to get through the rest of the year. 
Sign Code Discussion: Marianne asked if anyone got a chance to read through the article on the sign code. She stated that she had sent the link to each of them by email. No one had gotten a chance to read it yet. She stated that she would like everyone to take the time to read that article. She stated the sign code update is not something that has to be done but it is something the town would like to get updated so there is not a huge rush. 
Doug stated that for consistency he believes there is one revision that needs to be made in 4C where it states planning commission, it should read town council. Marianne thanked him for catching that needed change. 
Marianne asked if anyone had any comments or suggested changes on the sign code at this point. She stated are some good and interesting items in the article. She also reported on one jurisdiction that has added some rules for signs depending on the speed limit where the sign will be placed. 

Discussion ensued on the current code and items that need to be reviewed and updated. 

Discussion also ensued on the need to fill the vacant position as well as the student position and the possibility of using interns. 

GMA Update: Marianne distributed a clean copy of the comprehensive plan elements that have been updated so far. She stated that she will be giving this same information to the council for their review as well. 
Discussion ensued on the economic development section and how the work the Economic Development Task Force will be helpful for updating this section. 
Discussion ensued on the upcoming projects that could assist the town in becoming a destination such as the new library building, rest stops, and the possibility of a zip line. 

Marianne reported the next steps for the completed comprehensive plan sections, after the council has reviewed it will be to send it the Department of Commerce for their 60 day required review, complete the SEPA, hold a public hearing at the planning commission level and then it will go back to the council for a public hearing and final decision. She stated there is still time and opportunity to make changes if needed. 

Discussion ensued on the upcoming elections and the council positions that are up for election and who are running for these positions.  
Next Meeting Date and Time: Marianne reported the next meeting date will be September 10, 2015. 
Adjournment: Doug Ide made a motion for adjournment at 7:35p.m.
George Theodoratus stated that he would like to discuss an item. He reported that he is thinking about doing some small buildings in the swap meet area. He stated he is just thinking about it right now and they would be temporary buildings and he would be able to move them. He stated his thoughts are that these would be used for incubator type businesses that are just starting up. He stated the buildings would sit back on the property so that swap meet could still be held in the front area. Marianne stated that she thinks this is a great idea but that George will need to flush out his ideas and give her an actual plan so they can work toward getting something like completed. 

Discussion ensued regarding the area as well as security in the area. George stated that some of the people who set up at the swap meet now are similar to incubator businesses already. He stated his idea would be for these types of businesses to move in while they are starting up and then hopefully as they get more established could then move Main Street. Discussion ensued on funding options for small businesses and the rules and regulations that hinder people from building here. Marianne stated this is all exciting stuff and she sees good things happening in Concrete in the near future.   
Marianne stated this is good discussion and a lot of these items could be included in the comprehensive plan update but she hears all the time that the rules and regulations are limiting people from doing certain things. She stated that in order to make updates or change rules and regulations she needs to know more specific items that are areas of concern. 

Doug stated that he believes the water and sewer connections fees are way too high. He stated there should be options for people like a grant or loan for the sewer and water connection fees and allows people to pay it over time instead of all at once. 

A lot of discussion regarding hookup fees and other costs to building a business or home in town ensued. It was stated that it much more expensive to build in the Town of Concrete than it is if someone went down valley to build. 

George Theodoratus made a second the motion for adjournment at 8:07pm. The motion carried unanimously. 

_________________________ 


_________________________________

Bruce Newburn, Chairman 


Attest: Marianne Manville-Ailles
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