Town of Concrete
Planning Commission Meeting
June 11, 2015
7:00 p.m. Chairman Newburn called the meeting to order. Chairman Newburn led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Planning Commission Members: Doug Ide, Don Payne and Bruce Newburn. George Theodoratus absent. Marianne reported that George had phoned earlier and stated that he had another meeting that he needed to attend. 
Staff Present: Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles 
 

Audience Members Signed In: Judy Fales. 
Minutes from May 14, 2015: Doug Ide made a motion to approve the minutes. Don Payne seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Announcements:  GMA Update Will Be on Hold Until Next Year Due to Lack of Budget: Marianne explained the legislature will not be providing grant funding for the second phase of the towns  comprehensive plan update and the town will not be able to continue at this time without the grant funding. She reported they will finish working on the items they have been working on and will be requesting an extension for completing the rest of the update. She stated a resolution will go before the council at their next meeting which will include a schedule for completing the update and this will be sent to the Department of Commerce along with the request for an extension. She stated she believes the town will only need an additional year to get it completed, so instead of having it finished by June of 2016 she thinks it will be June of 2017. 
Marianne reported they will need to finish the parks plan next year and include possible funding sources like the ones used for the park and ride and water spray park applications. 

She reported that she has also spoken with Sally Straathof at the high school about a student representative for the planning commission but she has not heard back yet. She stated she is hopeful they will have this position filled before September. She stated it will be nice to have student on the committee. She also reported that she has not heard back from the gentleman who applied for the vacant position on the planning commission so she would like everyone to keep their ears peeled for any possible applicants so they can get that position filled as well. 
Sign Code Update: Marianne stated that she has distributed a copy of the current sign code and would like them to review this and talk with chamber members as well as members of the Economic Development Task Force for their input. She also stated that she will be sending them all a link to an article by Municipal Research and Service Center (MRSC) that has some very interesting information on sign codes. Marianne stated they will discuss this further at the next meeting and work on creating a sign code that allows for inviting signage that will also draw people into town while still assisting businesses. 

GMA Update: Land Use Goals and Policies:  Marianne reported that she has included the changes that were discussed last month in their packets. She reported that she has gotten great information from the county assessor’s office and has taken the town zoning map and entered the information into their auto cad system. She stated that she found some interesting information and errors within the mapping. She reported that in Grassmere there are four cemetery parcels but only one of the four are designated as public and the rest are designated as residential. She also reported that the Grassmere Fire Hall and county shop are both designated as commercial instead of public. She stated these errors over represent what is available or not available and will continue to work on getting this map corrected and updated to correctly reflect what is actually available and will hopefully end up with a better product. 
Marianne also reported that she has gotten the Healthy Living goals included now and has also consolidated some of the redundant information. She reported in July she will distribute a clean copy of the Comprehensive Plan that is completed so far. She stated they are approximately half way done with the complete update. 

Bruce Newburn stated this is very good work and asked if the council has seen it yet. Marianne stated that this has not been distributed to the council yet but she has been providing them with updates throughout the process. She stated that once she has a clean copy she will distribute that to the council. She reported the Capital Facilities Plan (CFP) will get updated this year as well. She stated the draft Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) was presented to the council and staff at the last council meeting and when this information is finalized it will be included in the CFP. She reported the CFP has not been updated since 2012. Marianne stated the CFP should be updated at least every two years but she would like to see it updated annually as the TIP is. 
Other: Audience member Judy Fales asked if the word avigation was a misspelling. Marianne stated that no, this is term used for aviation. She stated this is generally found in aviation easements for things like tree height and other items on property located adjacent to airports. Bruce Newburn stated that the term avigation is a combination of aviation and navigation. Doug Ide stated that when the secondary access project is complete, something may need to be in place for those properties when development starts. 

Discussion ensued regarding stabilization and how it can be done with enough money but in some areas you also have to take flooding into consideration. Don Payne discussed lots and roads at Lake Tyee and how they were cut in. He stated that is mainly a gravel based area without clay under layment which may have an effect. Marianne stated that Lake Tyee was developed years and years ago under different rules and regulations. 
Next Meeting Date and Time: Marianne reported the next meeting date will be July 9, 2015. 
Bruce Newburn reported that he is thinking about taking a position at the radio station as a disc jockey and wanted to make sure this would not cause a conflict with his position on the planning commission. Don Payne and Doug Ide both stated they did not see a conflict with this and wished him luck. 
Adjournment: Don Payne made a motion for adjournment at 7:42p.m. Doug Ide seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 


_________________________________

Bruce Newburn, Chairman 


Attest: Marianne Manville-Ailles
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