Town of Concrete
Planning Commission Meeting
March 12, 2015
7:00 p.m. Chairman Newburn called the meeting to order. Chairman Newburn led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Planning Commission Members: George Theodoratus, Doug Ide, Bruce Newburn, Don Payne and Sandra Jones present.
Staff Present: Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles 
 

Audience Members Signed In: J.M. Fales. 
Marianne announced that there was no recording device for this meeting and that she would be taking notes.

Minutes from December 14, 2014: Don Payne made a motion to approve the minutes. Sandra Jones seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Announcements:  Marianne reported on the Imagine Concrete exercise that was focused on planning for Silo Park.  The exercise was quite successful and the planning commission is looking forward to incorporating input from the exercise in the Parks Element of the Comprehensive Plan when we get to that element.
Since it was the first meeting of 2015, there was a discussion of chair and vice chair for the Planning Commission.  Bruce Newburn will continue as chair and Doug Ide will continue as vice chair.
Compressive Plan Update discussion: Capital Facilities Element.  Marianne introduced and explained the Capital Facilities Element.  She presented the findings of the staff meetings that have occurred over the last few weeks.  The Commissioners discussed the importance of providing the Fire Department with adequate equipment to keep them safe and thought that the turnouts should be of highest priority.
There was discussion regarding paving the trail through town.  The Planning Commission understands that the Town Council has rejected the idea but believes they should reconsider because of all the people that use the trail.  They cited women pushing strollers and the elderly as examples of people that would benefit from a paved path.  They cited the paved trail in Burlington and Sedro-Woolley as examples of where money had been spent to upgrade the trail and stated that Concrete should be able to benefit from that funding as well.  Marianne pointed out that the funding for the trails in Burlington and Sedro-Woolley may not have come from the same sources.  She indicated that the notes would reflect the Planning Commissions opinion and reminded everyone that the Council was the decision making body for the town.
There was a discussion about the Airport and Marianne pointed out the importance of planning to get the sewer and water to it.  The Growth Management Act requires that provision be made to provide infrastructure to serve the proposed growth.  If infrastructure could not be provided then the Land Use element had to be revisited and revised to reflect growth that could be served by existing infrastructure.  In the case of the airport that would mean removing all of the uses that would be economic generators – the commercial and industrial uses.  The long term vision for the airport is for it to become an income generator along the lines of the Skagit Regional Airport.  If it cannot have commercial or industrial uses, its value to the Town is significantly diminished.  
There was a discussion regarding economic development and Doug Ide reported to the group on the progress that the Economic Development Task Force was making.  Marianne reminded everyone that the Planning Commission would be reviewing the Economic Development Element in the second half of the Comprehensive Plan process and that we would be working with information from the Economic Development Task force.

Next Meeting Date and Time: Marianne reported the next meeting date will be May 14, 2015. 
Adjournment: Sandra Jones made a motion for adjournment at 8:15 p.m. Doug Ide seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 


_________________________________

Bruce Newburn, Chairman 


Attest: Marianne Manville-Ailles
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Minutes prepared by Marianne Manville-Ailles


