
Town of Concrete 
Planning Commission Meeting July 24, 2014 
Chairman Bruce Newburn called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

1. Flag Salute

2. Roll Call – all commission members were present
Chairman Newburn reviewed the Public Hearing procedures and rules of conduct that would be followed for the hearings to be held at the meeting.

3. Minutes from April 17, 2014 -- Sandy requested that the minutes be amended to reflect that the Planning Commission was actually meeting on July 24, 2014.  The minutes were approved as amended.  Motion by Sandy second by 

.
4. Announcements  -- None
5. LU14-008 Sign Permit for Town of Concrete Community Gardens
Marianne Manville-Ailles explained that the request before the Planning Commission was being processed as an off-premises sign even though it is on the Community Gardens site.  The Sign Code does not have a category that the proposed sign fits into perfectly but the off-premises is closest so that is why we are using it.
She went on to explain that the process is similar to site plan review with the Planning Commission making the final decision.

Marianne gave the staff report outlining the specifics of the request and recommending approval

Jason Miller acting as representative for the Town presented the proposal and requested approval.

Chairman Newburn opened the Public Hearing at 7:30 pm.  Judy Fales testified that she supported the sign.  The hearing was closed at 7:32 pm.

The Planning Commission deliberated on the proposal all expressing their belief that the sign would be an asset to the Town.  There was discussion that members of the community had done a lot to make the gardens happen and this sign was a nice token to thank them.  There were some questions for Jason regarding how the donors were selected to be put on the sign.  Jason explained the process.  

Motion was made by Doug Ide and seconded by 


 to approve the request.  The motion carried unanimously. 

6. LU14-009 Sign Permit Variance for 5b’s Bakery

Marianne Manville-Ailles explained that this was a Public Hearing to allow for 5b’s proposed sign to exceed the size limits by approximately 8 feet.  She reminded that the Planning Commission makes a recommendation to Town Council and that the Town Council would have this before them at their next meeting for final approval.
Marianne gave the staff report outlining the specifics of the request and recommending approval

Em Beals as representative for 5b’s presented the proposal and requested approval.

Chairman Newburn opened the Public Hearing at 7:40 pm.  Judy Fales testified that she supported the sign.  Jason Miller testified that he also supported the request to allow the sign to exceed the size limitations because it was close to the size and it would be an asset to the Town.  The hearing was closed at 7:48 pm.

The Planning Commission deliberated on the proposal all expressing their belief that the sign would be an asset to the Town.  Motion was made by 


 and seconded by 


 to approve the request.  The motion carried unanimously. 

7. Planning Commission Bylaws & Procedures

Marianne handed out copies of the Bylaws & Procedures in a format that was easier to read than the one that had been sent in the Commission member’s packets.  She explained that the documents had been prepared by David Day and reviewed and revised by Andrea Fichter and Marianne.  This is the Planning Commissions opportunity to make comments before it goes to the Council for approval.  Once approved, the Council will reappoint the commission members according to the new procedures and those procedures will be what are used as the basis for running the meetings.  
The commission members agreed that the new format was easier to read and asked if they could look at the documents and make recommendations at the next Planning Commission meeting.  Since there is no hurry to get these adopted, it was decided to wait until the next meeting to collect comments.

8. Comprehensive Plan Update discussion.

Marianne went over the population and employment forecasts memo with the commission and let them know that the GMA steering team that is made up of the mayors of the Cities and the County Commissioners would be meeting to discuss the numbers.  Once they approve them, the forecasts will form the basis for the Comprehensive Planning update.

The Town now has received seven responses to the community input surveys.  They are due back in August or early September to allow Marianne to tabulate them and prepare the status report for Commerce.  Once they have been tabulated the Planning Commission will discuss the results and decide how to incorporate them into the appropriate sections of the Comp Plan.

Marianne discussed the Department of Commerce checklist.  She explained that this was the finished version of the checklist that came out of the Planning Commission meetings between November and April.  She asked the commission members to look through the checklist and make sure that it reflected everything they had discussed.  Comments can be given to Marianne.  The Final Checklist will be included in the status update to Commerce due the end of September.

9. Next meeting date and time.
The next meeting was set for August 14th at 7:00 pm.
10. Adjourn – Meeting Adjourned at 8:10 pm
_________________________ 


_________________________________

Bruce Newburn, Chairman 


Attest: Marianne Manville-Ailles
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