Town of Concrete
Planning Commission Meeting
January 16, 2014
7:00 p.m. Chairman Newburn called the meeting to order. Chairman Newburn led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Planning Commission Members: Carol Fabrick, George Theodoratus, Don Payne, and Doug Ide were present. 
Staff Present: Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles 
 

Audience Members Signed In: None.
Minutes from December 12, 2013: Carol noted the agenda says the minutes are for December 12, 2013 but the actual minutes have the date of December 13, 2013. Marianne stated the correct date is December 12, 2013 and made the change on the printed version of the minutes. 
Bruce noted that some items may not have made it into the written minutes from the last meeting due the tape not recording properly. 
Marianne asked about what his concern was in what may have been left out. Bruce stated his concern was regarding the discussion on his term expiring. Marianne explained that his term did actually expire on December 31, 2013 because when he was appointed he was filling the remainder of someone else’s unexpired term. She stated this was discussed at the Council meeting on Monday January 13, 2014. She stated that Bruce and Jason Driver’s terms were both expiring within a few months of each other and Marla Reed had stated that Jason Driver did not want to renew his term unless he was absolutely needed and since that was the case then Bruce could remain if he wanted. 

Doug Ide made a motion to approve the minutes. Carol Fabrick seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Announcements: Results of Town Council meeting discussion of how to reduce Planning Commission to 5 members: Marianne explained that at the Council meeting they had decided not to disband the Planning Commission and that she and David Day will be working on developing appropriate bylaws as well as roles and responsibilities for the Planning Commission. She also reported they will update the current term lengths as well. She stated the term lengths have been somewhat confusing as to how they were filled in the past. She stated that she will work with David on getting the bylaws, roles, responsibilities and term lengths developed and will bring this back to the Planning Commission next month. She also reported the only two needed positions on the Planning Commission are Chair and Vice Chair
Marianne also stated so that everyone is clear when the manual is complete she is going to recommend that all the positions be numbered and the odd numbered position terms expire on odd years and the even numbered position terms expire on even years. She stated that everyone currently on the commission will start new terms. 

Bruce asked how the position numbers are going to be determined. Marianne stated they will be numbered one through five. Bruce stated that a random and fair way to do this would be to number them alphabetically. Marianne stated that could work. She stated the Council will make the final determination. She stated that she works for the town and the Planning Commission makes recommendations to the Council. 

Doug Ide asked about the training classes that were discussed during the Council meeting that would aid the commissioners in doing the planning commission work. Marianne reported on training classes that are offered by the American Planning Association that are available. She stated that these are short courses on planning and are free of charge. She also stated they are very beneficial. She reported there will a general class held in the spring that will take place in Lynnwood. She stated that she strongly recommends that each commissioner attend. 
George Theodoratus reported they had an onsite training a few years ago and were given a handbook then which was a somewhat of what to do guide for Planning Commissioners. 

Marianne also reported on a training taking place in Coupeville on February 5 on Historic Preservation. She stated that she and the new Council member Ginger Kyritsis are both planning on attending. Bruce Newburn stated that he would also like to attend. 

Marianne stated she will get them all the information on the different trainings available with locations and dates. She again stated it would be very beneficial for everyone to attend. 

Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman for 2014: Marianne explained the process for doing this. She stated it’s a pretty informal process and asked if Bruce still wanted to continue as the Chair or if there was someone else who was interested in this position. 
Carol Fabrick nominated Bruce for the Chair position. Don Payne seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Bruce thanked the commission and accepted the position. 

Don Payne nominated Doug Ide for Vice Chair. George Theodoratus seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
GMA Comp Plan Update Review &Discuss Dept. of Commerce Checklist for Capital Facilities Element and Utilities Element: Marianne stated that the Capital Facilities Program (CFP) portion of the Comprehensive Plan is quite outdated and when she hired she had told the Council that this section and the transportation section would be her biggest concern but after reviewing them she believes they are more outdated than she originally thought. (After this meeting was held an updated version of the CFP that was completed in 2012 was sent to Marianne). She explained the CFP implements the rest of the comprehensive plan. She stated this is a plan the town can follow and allow them to budget or seek funds to complete the projects. She reported they would start with an original six (6) year plan and then they would perform annual updates. She handed out an example of Burlington’s CFP. She stated that some of the town projects listed in the CFP has been completed and they will need to be gone through and remove those that are complete and they will need to add any new ones. She stated the potential funding source will also need to be named. 

George Theodoratus stated that the Public Works Director could probably give an update on the projects that have been completed. George also stated that some of the information on the water line sizes are also stated incorrectly in the utilities section. 
Marianne stated that she will get with Public Works and Fire to go through these sections as well. She stated that she also believes a lot of the information may not be accurate and quite old. 

Marianne stated that in the transportation section they will also have to include language regarding urban planning approaches that increase physical activity which is part of State law now. She reported that Marjorie Bell with the United General Hospital works with healthy living and is going to assist Marianne with collecting the needed data for this. Marianne stated that Marjorie is working with a lot of cities, towns and the county on this section to assist them with getting their comp plans updated. 

Marianne reported that sometime in either March or April the Planning Commission will hold open houses. She stated they will have lists available for items that are being worked on so that they public may comment and give input on these. She stated that after the town can apply for the grant offered by the Department of Commerce that has been set aside for the Town of Concrete. She stated that once funding is received the Planning Commission can really dig in and work on the separate elements and start getting those rewritten. 

She stated that she is hoping that they can get at least a couple of the sections competed by the end of the year. She also stated they are going to have to figure out in which order they want to complete these sections which will also depend on the funding received. She reported the town will most likely have to hire a consultant to assist with the transportation portion. Marianne also stated the CFP will include items within the water, sewer, and storm water which should be updated annually with the budget process.

Marianne also asked if anyone knew if there were still any gravel streets in town. George stated that there may be a few but he believes those are mostly alleys. He stated he believes a lot of this work can be shortened by meeting with the Public Works Director. 

Marianne stated the utilities section is pretty short. She stated that some things have changed, especially telecommunications. She stated they may be able to roll up this section with the CFP section. She stated it is her plan to pull the Parks and Recreation section out of the CFP and make it an individual section. She stated that grant funders like to see this as a separate section. She stated that Andrea Fichter had located the 1997 parks plan that was completed and she is currently working through that document to add parts to the comp plan. 

George Theodoratus stated that several years ago there was a really nice three dimensional plan put together for Silo Park. He also stated more recently the council discussed adding baseball fields at Silo Park. He stated he believes the town needs something to bring tourists into town. 

Marianne stated they will have to work on the economic development section of the comp plan as well. Discussion ensued on the need to continue to improve the town. It was stated the town needs to make want people to come here and to also live here and that the school could use the extra enrollment. George Theodoratus stated that he believes it’s very restrictive here for building houses. He stated the cost for connection fees is too high and the town needs to make this town attractive financially. 

Doug Ide discussed the face lift Main Street received and on the plan Don Payne is working on for the plaza. He stated he sees people wanting the town to be nice and grow. He stated he sees that happening and we should be facilitators in helping that happen. 

Marianne stated the housing section is somewhat confusing and also needs some updating. 

Don Payne reported on the old filling station that he believes is owned by the bank that now has lumber lying all around as well as broken windows. He stated it looks terrible and also believes the roof is also leaking. He stated that someone should talk to the bank about it. Doug Ide stated the problem with that is that all the decisions are made in Tacoma and not here at the local branch. Bruce Newburn stated he would go and talk to Philip at the bank anyway. 

Marianne stated they may also want to talk to Rich Philips and Jack McCormick about Code Enforcement and building related requirements. She stated the town may be able to do some code enforcement with the attractive nuisance section of its code.  Discussion ensued as to potential ways to spruce up town and make it more inviting to tourists particularly planting vacant areas and steep sloping areas that are mostly weeds and unattractive.  Marianne indicated that policies could be added to the Comprehensive Plan in the Economic Development section which we would be discussing next month.
Next Meeting Date and Time: The next meeting will be February 13, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.

Adjournment: Carol Fabrick made a motion for adjournment at 8:10 p.m. George Theodoratus seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 


_________________________________

Bruce Newburn, Chairman 


Attest: Marianne Manville-Ailles
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