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Dec. 6, 2011
1) Call Meeting to Order

Meeting was called to order by Chair Driver at 7:01 p.m.
2) Roll Call  see attachment
3) Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting – Motion by Don Payne, second by Bruce Newburn, to approve the minutes of Nov. 1, 2011.
4) Audience Participation  none
5) Old Business and Reports
a) Chair’s Report
Revisions to the student application were promised earlier and a draft will be available at the January meeting.
b) Parks Committee Report
None. Former Planning Commissioner Judie Legg was the Parks Committee representative. George Theodoratus noted that he is the alternate representative.
c) Student Report
none
d) Imagine Concrete committee Report 
Bruce Newburn reported that the Nov. 9 meeting focused on committee continuity, the need to focus on “low-hanging fruit,” or easily achievable projects, and the need to obtain greater involvement of the school.
Commission members offered ideas of high school service projects, walking tours during tourist season.
Bruce also mentioned that the Sockeye Express bus is unresolved due to the expense of repairs. 

Still unresolved is the future of the piles of ground-up concrete following the demolition of the old elementary school shell.

e) Planner’s Report: Deferred to New Business 
6) New Business

a) 2012 Meeting Schedule

Approved as submitted.

b) Planning Commission Vacancies: 

There are 3 vacant positions. There were no responses to the newspaper announcement. Jeroldine distributed application forms at the December Town Council meeting.

Judie Legg served as commission secretary. George Theodoratus suggested that the Commission should choose a new secretary at the January meeting.
c) Permit expiration dates

Jeroldine led a discussion of the current code provisions about permit expiration. This has come to the fore because of the current economy in which permits have been issued but not acted upon by the applicant.
Following is a description of the current code and notes from commission discussion. Commissioners asked Jeroldine to draft code language with the suggested changes.
	Permit Expiration and Extension

	Existing Town Code
	Discussion & recommendation

	1. Permits are good for 3 years.

This includes special use permits, variances, and others.

(Does NOT include final plats. Preliminary plat approval is good for 7 years under state law. This is a temporary change to the normal 5-year period.)
	Add more time to this period.

Add notice to application materials about expiration of approval.

	2. Extensions can be requested for 2 years. The code is silent about multiple extensions.
	Enable multiple extensions

	3. Extension approved by Council
	Some jurisdictions allow extensions by planning administrator.

	4. “Substantial progress” required to qualify for extension.
	Omit this requirement. Use more general reasons for not proceeding. Include extenuating circumstances beyond the control of the applicant. Examples include delays due to other government actions, lawsuits.


7) Commissioner Requests and Reports

Bruce Newburn discussed the impact of proposed state budget cuts on citizens of the Concrete area. He attended a community forum at which the impacts were described by various representatives of county social service agencies. The forum outline was distributed to commissioners. Bruce emphasized the effect on the disabled, the indigent, and those with mental health needs. Other services to be reduced include addiction services, home health care and respite care. He proposed that the Town take a leadership role to inspire citizens to volunteer to help others with day-to-day needs such as transportation or simple home care chores.
A motion by Bruce, second by Doug Gates, to ask the Mayor and Town council to encourage such volunteerism failed (2 ayes, 3 abstain). Discussion included whether this was within the scope of the Planning Commission and whether some public assistance clients had legitimate needs.
8) Items for Next Meeting – January, 2012 

9) Adjourn at 8:48 p.m.
(motion by Al Fabrick, second by _____________)
_____________________________________________  __________

Approved by the Chair
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2011
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Absent:
Al Fabrick
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Ashlee Evans
Student Rep.

George Theodoratus 
Vice Chair Don Payne
Vacancies:  3
Quorum present? 
Yes/no
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