

 town of concrete
planning commission meeting
Minutes
September 6, 2011
Call Meeting to Order:  Chairman Driver called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM. 
Welcome to new Planning Commissioner Michael Bartel
Chairman Driver explained new Planning Commissioner member Michael Bartel had back surgery and would not be attending the meeting tonight.  Hopefully he will be feeling better and able to attend our October meeting.

Introduction of new Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg

Chairman Driver noted Mayor Judd Wilson is here this evening to introduce our new Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg.  Chairman Driver introduced Mayor Wilson.
Mayor Wilson thanked Chairman Driver and introduced Ms. Hallberg to the commission and audience.  Mayor Wilson explained he had received several applications for the position interviewed the top two applicants.  He said Jeroldine was the unanimous recommendation from the interview committee.  He also noted Town Planner Cisar will continue working for the Town while on the road and focusing on the PSE projects and coordinating other planning activities with Jeroldine.   
 Town Planner Hallberg thanked Mayor Wilson for the introduction and explained she had worked for Sedro Woolley, King County and Skagit County and was now semi-retired doing private consulting work.  She and her husband live north of Sedro Woolley. 

Roll Call: Chairman Jason Driver, Vice Chairman Don Payne, Judie Legg, Al Fabrick, Bruce Newburn and George Theodoratus.  Commissioners absent: Doug Gates and Michael Bartel.
 Chairman Driver declared a Quorum was present. 
Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting June 7, 2011.
Commissioner Legg moved to approve the June 7, 2011 minutes as written.  Commissioner Payne seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Audience Members Present: Mayor Judd Wilson, Judy Newburn, and new Town Planner Jeroldine Hallberg
Old Business

Chairs report:  Chairman Driver Discussed the Student position opening on the Commission and asked Mayor Wilson for his comments.

Mayor Wilson said he is concerned about the position and last year’s student attendance at the planning commission meetings and also at a Town Council meeting. He noted the previous student did not attend that many commission meetings and never attended a Town Council meeting as recommended by the commission.  He said he seriously questions the value of a student position base on last year’s experience.

Chairman Driver said the Planning commission can certainly review the commission’s by-laws to address the concerns of the Mayor.  We can also develop a more specific application for the student position to insure a better attendance and require written recommendation from a consular or teacher.  The application could also provide some assistance for the High School when nominating students for the position.  Chairman Driver asked the commission members to submit their suggestions for the student position requirements to staff so they can distribute them before the next meeting.
Chairman Driver thanked Town Planner Cisar for all his work over the past years and guiding and educating the commission on City Planning issues.  The commission members present echoed Chairman Driver’s comments.  Town Planner Cisar thanked commission for all their hard work.
Parks Committee Report: Commissioner Legg reported the Parks Committee met on August 8th and discussed the painting of the welcome signs and the bollards along Superior Avenue in Silo Park.  They also discussed developing a weeding list for the Town informational sign and other public places.  Town Planner Cisar noted the Town Council on August 22 changed the name of Town Park to Veteran’s Memorial Park and the Public Works Department will be installing the new flag pole in the park as part of the memorial.  The next Parks Committee meeting will be held next Monday September 12 at 5 PM.   
Visioning Committee Report:   It was noted the Public works Department sealed all the roof openings on the Superior Building.  The committee’s next meeting is scheduled for September 14 at the Pilot’s Lounge.
Student Report: None 
Planners Update:
Town planner Cisar said he received a call from Bob Warinner from the department of fisheries and Bob explained he had contacted the tribes regarding the Lorenzen Creek relocation plan.   Bob noted Tim Hyatt (La Conner Tribal Office) indicated support for the relocation.  Town Planner Cisar explained he had called Tim regarding a letter of support but has not been able to talk to Tim.

Town Planner Cisar also explained Graham Bunting had completed the Shoreline Inventory and Characterization Report for the Shoreline Master Program update.  He explained he’ll work with Jeroldine to set up a presentation on the inventory at an upcoming Planning Commission meeting.  
New Business:
a.    Student Representative appointment. This item was discussed under Old    Business and the Chairs report, (see above).  

            b…Chris Jansen resignation
Town Planner Cisar explained Chris Jensen had recently move to Sedro Woolley and resigned from the commission. .  The open seat on the commission will be advertised and posted.
c.    Short Course on Local Planning 9/20/11

Town Planner Cisar explained this excellent course for planning commission members and urged those who may be interested to attend.  The course provides a good overview of state and local planning legislation and requirements. Please contact Jeroldine or me if you’re interested in attending.
Commissioner Requests and Reports:  
Chairman Driver requested the Commission’s By-Laws and Student Representative Application be scheduled for review and discussion.
Items for Next Meeting:  October 4, 2011
                Commission’s By-Laws and Student Representative Application.
Meeting Adjourn:    There being no further business commissioner Legg moved to adjourn the meeting.  A second to the motion was made by Newburn.  The motion carried unanimously. Chairman Driver adjourned the meeting/discussion at 7:38 PM. 
_____________________________________
Approved by the Chair
_____________________________
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