



 town of concrete
planning commission meeting
Minutes 
November 9, 2010
Call Meeting to Order:  Chairman Driver called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
“Chairman Driver welcomed new student commission member Drake Jansen.”
Roll Call:   Chairman Jason Driver, Vice Chairman Don Payne, Al Fabrick, Doug Gates, George Theodoratus, Judie Legg, Chris Jansen, Bruce Newburn and Student Commissioner Drake Jansen.  Commissioners absent: Dani Magee.
Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the September 7, 2010 minutes was made by Commissioner Chris Jansen.  A second to the motion was made by Commissioner Legg.  The motion carried unanimously.

Audience Members:   None
Chairman Driver explained the commission will consider New Business at this time in order to allow Cody Hart and Ben Kuiken to discuss the Water Comprehensive Plan Update.
New Business.
a. Discussion Water Comprehensive Plan Update Reichhardt and Ebe Engineering, Inc Cody Hart and Ben Kuiken.

Cody Hart explained the Water Comprehensive Plan update is a 6 year update required by the Department of Health (DOH).  Ben Kuiken provided a brief overview of the plan noting Chapter 1 provides for a brief description of the plan update and water rights for the existing spring. He explained Chapter 2 forecasts the water needs for the next 20 years of growth.  Chapter 3 is the model of the water system or design of the pipe sizes and locations in the system including the fire flow requirements. Chapter 4 discusses the water conservation program required by DOH.  He noted the town does not treat its water from the spring and is on a flat rate billing system.  DOH will require metering of the system by 2017. Chapter 5 reviews the protection buffer around the current water source or well head.  Chapter 6 reviews the Operation and Maintenance of the water system.  This will include sealing of storage tanks and well heads, as an example, to reduce water loss.  Chapter 7 discusses distribution facilities and design standards for improvements to the system by the town or a developer.  Minor changes to the current design standards may be recommended Chapter 8 provides for a recommended capital improvement program (CIP) including a schedule for construction and maintenance. Chapter 9 outlines the financial program necessary to pay for improvements to the system.  Mr. Kuiken further explained that Chapter 4 will include recommendations for an emergency water supply in the event the existing spring, for example, is damaged and can longer provide water.  Options for an addition supply  could include an additional well on the east side of town or connecting to the PUD system  which will be very expensive option do to the length of a water line  extension necessary to connect to the Town’s system.
 Mr. Hart and Mr. Kuiken conducted a question and answer session with the Planning Commission concerning:

1.  Future rates and charges.

2. Development costs for the new system.

3. Costs of metering the system.

4. Additional well sites

5. Engineering Standards and Construction requirements for the system.

Discussion closed on the Water Comprehensive Plan Update with Chairman Driver thanking Mr. Hart and Mr. Kuiken for their presentation.

Old Business

Chairs report.  Chairman Driver commented on the excellent Fish Trap tour conducted by PSE.  Commission members concurred!  Chairman Driver explained the duties of the Student Commission member to Drake Jansen.
Parks Committee update:  Town planner Cisar explained Jason Miller said the water system design for the Community Garden is under way.  Each hose bib will be located to serve 4 beds. In the garden .The town has some extra plastic water line that could be used for the system.  Commission Chris Jansen asked how the improvements to the garden are funded. Town Planner Cisar explained he has not been involved in the garden project and could not respond.  He will, however, research funding for the project. 
The question of a Community Center for the kids was discussed and Commission Legg suggested Drake petition the high school students regarding their opinions on a center and future any growth recommendation for the town.

Planners Update:  
Town planner Cisar reviewed the AWC Utility Rate Survey and Sewer System Fee.

The commission noted the water system fees are higher than the other towns in the survey.  Town Planner Cisar explained the town is on the low end of the survey for sewer system cost.  The costs are depended of the type of systems, their proposed Capital Improvement costs and Operation and Maintenance (O&M) costs.  Commissioner Payne suggested we must find a way to reduce these costs to encourage development with the community.  Town Planner Cisar explained the town will be conducting a utility rate study which gives us a better picture on the costs of operating the water and sewer systems.  He also noted the town does not require the payment of impact fees for, parks, traffic, schools and fire or for a storm water utility which many towns and cities do. Consequently, by comparison, our costs a low.
Town Planner Cisar advised the commission he had completed a draft ordinance and by-laws for a Historical Preservation and Landmarks Commission. The commission will make recommendations to the Town Council for the designation of properties in town to be considered Historic Landmarks.  The designation will allow the properties to be considered for state and federal funding.  He reviewed the committee membership and noted George Theodoratus and Doug Gates are commission representatives do their historical knowledge of the town.  
Commissioner Requests and Reports:  
None
Items for Next Meeting:
2011 Meeting Schedule and Work Program
Meeting Adjourn:    There being no further business Chris Jansen moved to adjourn the meeting.  Judie Legg seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously Chairman Driver adjourned the meeting at 8:30 PM. 
_____________________________________
Approved by the Chair
_____________________________
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