



town of concrete
planning commission meeting
Minutes 
April 6, 2010
7:12 PM:  The meeting was called to order by Chair Jason Driver.
Roll Call:   Jason Driver, Dani Magee, George Theodoratus, Judie Legg and Bill Phillips. Commissioners requesting an excused absent: Don Payne, Shelle Timmer and Al Fabrick.    Commissioner Gates arrived at the meeting at 7:15 PM.
Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the March 2, 2010 minutes was made by Commissioner Phillips.  A second to the motion was made by Commissioner Legg.  The motion carried unanimously.
Audience Members:  None
Old Business: 
a. Chairs Report: Chairman Driver explained he is still working with School Superintendent Hawkings regarding the student appointment for next year. 
b. Parks Committee:  Town Planner Cisar advised the Trails Plan/Parcel map has been prepared and was reviewed by the committee members present at the March 26, 2010 meeting.
c. Imagine Concrete Steering Committee Update; Town Planner Cisar explained Commissioner Timmer is not available for an update and advised the commission to review the March 10, 2010 committee meeting minutes included in the agenda packet. The commission members then discussed the history of the town, suggested ways to document the town’s history by interviewing certain residents and activities to attract visitors/tourist to the area.
c. Planner Update: Town Planner Cisar explained town staff has been working with the new owners (Harold Pitts) of the hotel now called the  Hi Lo Country Hotel and Café in permitting the new signs for the building and leasing the property along the Westside of the building for the water feature, bench and landscaping.
New Business:
a. Discussion Draft Design Review Board Organization and Downtown Urban Design Guidelines.
Town Planner Cisar explained he has revised the two code amendments and an application packet for the Design Review Board (DRB).  The first revision is to
 Section 2.17.070 (A) of Chapter 2.17 which deletes review by the DRB of multifamily projects and developments in the Cl Commercial/Light Industrial district).  Mr. Cisar also noted the review time for the DRB time has been reduced to 30 days to expedite project reviews (E) of Section 2.17.070.  The last change provided for “alternating” DRB members to review minor building changes with staff in section (5) 19.36.040 (B).
Town Planner Cisar then  handed out and discussed  a new section 19.36.055 DESIGN STANDARDS FOR ALL DEVELOPMENTS AND SIGNS IN THE TOWN CENTER ZONE which eliminated the DBR and their review of projects and provided for staff review of developments and a report and recommendation to the Town Council for approval. The intent of this new section is to eliminate the concerns of establishing a DRB, membership requirements, their review authority and the time involved in processing a request.   The new section would simplify the review process but still have the design guidelines for the Town Center zone.  The applicant would work directly with staff in developing the plans which ultimately would be reviewed and approved by the Town Council.  Any disagreement between the applicant and staff recommendation could/would be resolved by the Town Council at the time of their review.
The commission members liked the revised process because it eliminated some of the major concerns the commission had discussed at previous meetings.  Town Planner Cisar he would proceed in developing an ordinance for the revised process and conduct the required environmental review and 60 day review by the State Department of Commerce.
Commissioner Requests and Reports:  The commission requested review of security and restroom issues with Silo Park.  Town Planner Cisar suggested the commission members attend the April 12, 2010 Town Council Workshop with the Skagit County Sheriff department to discuss ordinance enforcement in the town limits. Councilman Jason Miller could be contacted regarding the Silo park issues.
Items for Next Meeting:
Town Planner Cisar advised the Planning Commission the next meeting will be held       on May 4, 2010.  Items for consideration at that meeting will include:
a.  Discussion of revised Design Review Board (DBR) process and guidelines discussed this evening.

Meeting Adjourn:    There being no further business Commissioner Legg moved to adjourn the meeting.   A second to the motion was made by Commissioner Phillips.  The motion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:15PM. 
_____________________________________
Approved by the Chair
_____________________________
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