



town of concrete
planning commission meeting
Minutes 
March 2, 2010
7:03 PM:  The meeting was called to order by Chair Jason Driver.
Roll Call:   Jason Driver, Don Payne, Al Fabrick, Dani Magee and Judie Legg. Commissioners absent,  Doug Gates and Bill Phillips.  George Theodoratus was granted an excused absent by the Commission.  Commissioner Timmer arrived at the meeting at 7:06 PM.
Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the February 2, 2010 minutes was made by Commissioner Magee.  A second to the motion was made by Commissioner Legg.  The motion carried unanimously.
Audience Members:  None
Old Business: 
a. Chairs Report: Chairman Driver explained he is still working with School Superintendent Hawkings regarding a recommendation for a high school student to serve in the student position on the commission.  However, this late in the year he said it may be best to consider an appointment for the beginning of the next school year so the student has at least a full year on the commission. The commission members present concurred with Chairman Driver.   Chairman Driver said will contact Superintendent Hawkings regarding an appointment for next year.
b. Parks Committee:  Town Planner Cisar advised the committee is working on the Bike and Trails Plan.  The committee is having a large parcel map prepared that will  be overlayed with the Bike and Trail plan  to show the parcels the proposed trails will cross in an effort to make initial contact with the owners.
c. Imagine Concrete Steering Committee Update;  Commissioner Timmer provide an update on the Lone Star building noting they are looking into the types of restoration that can be done to be on the Historical Registry.  They are working on a sign for the Community Garden will be doing a survey to determine the amount interest in the garden and the number of plots that will be required. Hazel Wolf Environmental Film Network is considering a film festival in Concrete which can draw hundreds of people.  The festival will be discussed at the March meeting.
c. Planner Update: Town Planner Cisar explain he had a discussion with Brain Hansen regarding the expansion of the Mini Storage Complex.  He advised Mr. Hansen the façade along Hwy 20 should be designed with a retail look not industrial storage units.  Mr. Hansen agreed and explained he would hire an architect to work with town staff.   The expansion will require a Condition Use Permit (CUP) and a public hearing before the Town Council. Also, Mr. Theodoratus will be replacing the real estate office on Fir, located just west of the storage units, with a larger building.  Lastly, the Public Participation Plan for the Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) has been approved by Ecology and the Planning Commission will conduct the required workshops, public meetings and hearings.
New Business:
a. Discussion Draft Design Review Board Organization and Downtown Urban Design Guidelines.
Town Planner Cisar explained he has prepared two code amendments and an application packet for the Design Review Board (DRB).  The first amendment 

is a new Chapter 2.17 with creates the DRB.  The DRB is composed of 5 members appointed by the Mayor and Town Council.   The members should have knowledge in matters of design.  He suggested the commission review that section and consider any changes to the board’s membership.  He noted a Chamber/Downtown property owner, a Visioning Committee member, a Parks committee member, possibly Nicolette Thornton/landscape designer? a Planning Commission member, a Town Council member, and a citizen might be consideration for the board.  He noted meetings of the DRB are on an on-call basis and depend upon project application requests.  He explained under section 2.17.070 he had included in addition the Town Center zone, review of multifamily projects and developments in the Cl Commercial/Light Industrial district.   If the commission would like these types of projects included in the DRB review he would have to develop additional review standards.  (The commission members requested these projects be deleted from review at this time and the DRB focus on the Town Center zone).  Town Planner Cisar said he would make the changes.  Mr. Cisar also noted the review time for the DRB is typically 60 days.  He suggested that time be reduced to 30 days to expedite project reviews.  The commission also agreed with this change.

 Town Planner Cisar explained the second amendment creates the Design Standards for the Town Center zone.  He briefly reviewed the standards and explained they emphasize new or renovated building should be sensitive to the design of existing buildings and structures in the area.  Also, the materials used should compliment what   has been used in the downtown area.  Parking, if provided on site, should be located in the side and rear yards to support the pedestrian orientation of the Town Center District.  Lastly, trash and recycling containers, propane tanks and utility equipment should be screened and landscaped. He suggested the commission review the guidelines and share them with downtown property owners  and others to determine where changes and improvements should be considered. 
Town Planner Cisar then discussed section 19.36.050 which allowed the Town Planner and one DRB member to permit/approve minor changes to a building.  Commissioner Timmer recommended the DRB member be alternated to avoid any concerns if only one or the same DRB member participated.  The commission agreed and requested a change to that section.
 In closing, Town Planner Cisar reviewed the Design Review Application Packet which explains the application requirements and the steps necessary to have a project reviewed by the DRB and thereafter approved by the Town Council.  He again, advised the commission to the review the DRB materials so they can be considered and discussed at the April 6 meeting. 
Commissioner Requests and Reports:     None

Items for Next Meeting:
Town Planner Cisar advised the Planning Commission the next meeting will be held       on April 6, 2010.  Items for consideration at that meeting will include:
a.  Continued discussion Draft Design Review Board (DBR) process and guidelines.

Meeting Adjourn:    There being no further business Chairman Driver adjourned the meeting at 8:00PM. 
_____________________________________
Approved by the Chair
_____________________________
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