



town of concrete
planning commission meeting
Minutes 
August 18, 2009
7:08 PM:  The meeting was called to order by Chair Jason Driver
Roll Call:   Jason Driver, Doug Gates, Don Payne, Dani Magee, Judie Legg, and Jean Johnson.  . Commissioners absent:  George Theodoratus, Brock Tenney and Michael Apple. 
Audience Members:  None
Approval of Minutes:  A motion to approve the Minutes of the June 2, 2009 meeting was made by Don Payne.  A second to the motion was made by Dani Magee. The motion carried unanimously.

Audience Participation:  None
OLD BUSINESS

Chairs Report: Chairman Driver explained staff has provided DRAFT copies of the Imagine Concrete Vision Document for their information. He noted no formal action has been taken on the document.  He suggested the commission review the five initiatives in the document.  Planner Cisar noted initiative 4, Zoning and Planning could provide topics and projects for the commission’s future work program.  He explained the Steering Committee is meeting tomorrow night at the Airport Lounge and suggested any commission member attend if they are interested.  He noted Commissioner Johnson is a member of the steering committee 
Parks Committee Update:  None Commissioner George Theodoratus was absent from the meeting.   However, it was noted the landscaping and fencing around the sign was completed and additional signs have been added.  The sign logs will oiled by the Public Works Department.  

Planners Update:  Town Planner Cisar noted the Town Council approved Ordinances 640 which adopted regulations for Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU’s) as recommended by the commission.  He provided the commission with copies of the approved ordinance. 
NEW BUSINESS:
a. Update Shoreline Master Program (SMP) Grant and Consultant Services.
Town Planner Cisar explained the Town has received only two responses’ to the Request for Proposals (RFP) to complete the update to the Town’s Shoreline Master Program.  He noted the Town can receive a Grant offer from the Department of Ecology (DOE) to update the Town’s Shoreline Master Program (SMP).  The grant is for $50,000 and does not require matching funds from the town.  The deadline to complete the SMP update for Skagit County including all the Towns and Cities is December of 2012. He explained 15 firms were notified of the (RFP) in addition to a public notice in the Skagit Valley Herald.  Two firms responded:  Graham and Bunting Associates from Bow and AHBL from Tacoma.  Both firms are capable of completing the update but Graham and Bunting can complete the work within the proposed grant budget and has a good working knowledge of the Town’s shorelines and planning resources having assisted staff and the Planning Commission in the development of our Critical Areas Regulations (CAR).  The firm also has a good working relationship with Skagit County and their mapping department and therefore the ability to coordinate the development SMP update with the county.  AHBL indicate the cost, based on SMP’s funded by ecology during this biennium ranged from $60k-$75K.   Staff’s recommendation would be to select the firm of Graham Bunting and Associates to complete the SMP update which would begin after July 1, 2010.
b. Discussion “Chapter 6 Transportation Plan pages (77-87).
 Town Plan Cisar reviewed the road design standards and Bike and Trails Plan Map handouts he had provided to the commission.  He explained the various roadway sections are design to accommodate the anticipated vehicle trips (traffic) generated from the various land uses in Town.  The basic roadway classifications are Arterial, Collector and Local Access streets.  The transportation plan identifies  North and South Superior, Main Street,”E” Street, Cedar Street and North Dillard Avenue as major or arterial roadways within town.   Local access roads are residential streets within subdivisions providing access to the lots.  In addition to the vehicle trips, the transportation plan establishes a Level of Service Standard (LOS) for all roadways in Town.  The LOS has six levels from “A” to “F”. A is the best operating condition and “F” is the worst.  Basically, “A” equals 5 seconds or less delays while “F” is a delay of 60 seconds or more.  The transportation plan has established an LOS of C for roadway in town which is a delay of 15 seconds.  LOS “C” is a reasonable standard and adopted by most town and cities do to the development and maintenance costs.  Generally a better LOS such as “A” means a larger more expensive roadway to improve traffic flow and reduce delays.   However, it also means more maintenance costs and more storm water to handle.  Over all the existing Transportation plan is a good plan and will require only needs minor updates.
COMMISSIONER REQUESTS AND REPORTS: None
Items for Next Meeting:  The September 1 meeting was rescheduled to September 15 in order to have a workshop and tour of the new waste water treatment plant.   The tour will be part of the commission’s discussion of” Chapter 7 Utilities” (pages 88-89) of the Comprehensive Plan. 
Meeting Adjourned: Vice Chairman Driver adjourned the meeting at 8:20 PM. 
______________________________________

Approved by the Chair

_____________________________
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