



town of concrete
planning commission meeting
Minutes 
June 2, 2009
7:01 PM:  The meeting was called to order by Chair Jason Driver
Roll Call:   Jason Driver, Doug Gates, Don Payne, George Theodoratus, Judie Legg, Brock Tenney and Jean Jonson.  Michael Apple arrived at 7:26 pm. Commissioners absent: Dani Magee. 
Audience Members:  None
Approval of Minutes:  A motion to approve the Minutes of the May 5, 2009 meeting was made by Judie Legg.  A second to the motion was made by George Theodoratus. The motion carried unanimously.

Audience Participation:  None
OLD BUSINESS

Chairs Report: Chairman Driver reported the next Vision Workshop is schedule for June 27, 2009 at the High School Commons.  The workshop will start at 9 AM and last about two hours.   The workshop will present a summary and results of the first workshop. He urged all the Planning Commission members to attend.  
Parks Committee Update: Commissioner George Theodoratus reported the landscaping has been completed on the New Town Center Sign and the fencing behind the sign is being installed.  The committee is working on the Trails plan and looking at possible easements to the Baker and Skagit rivers.  
Planners Update:  Town Planner Cisar explain the Town has received a Grant offer from the Department of Ecology (DOE) to develop a Shoreline Master Program (SMP).  The grant is for $50,000 and does not require matching funds from the town.  The deadline to complete the SMP is December of 2012.

In the past, the Town has adopted Skagit’s County’s SMP.  However, the development of a SMP specific to the Town of Concrete requirements would be the preferable alternative.  He said he has estimated about $42,000 in consultant costs/fees and $8,000 in administration costs for the town which is paid for by the grant.  He is preparing a draft scope of work and budget to send to DOE for their review. 
NEW BUSINESS:
a. Review Accessory Dwelling Unit Regulations (Ordinances Numbers 639 and 640), remanded back to the Planning Commission by the Town Council on 4-27-09.  Town Planner Cisar explained the Town Council remanded the ADU regulations back to the Planning Commission to add an owner occupancy requirement to the regulations.  He explained the council was concerned about the maintenance of the property which was a concern of some of the planning commission members. He noted the Town Council was also concerned about the size of the units and the number of people that could occupy the ADU. 
Town Planner Cisar explained as a result of the planning commission‘s discussions at the May 5 meeting he prepared a revised Ordinance 640 for the commission’s consideration.  The issues he reviewed for the commission and incorporated into the revised ordinance are the owner occupancy requirement,  the 10% lot area requirement and the maximum  600 square foot size for a ADU, the 1 bedroom requirement, and the utility cost/requirements when a detached ADU is no longer in use.
The planning commission reviewed and discussed the revisions to the Ordinance 640 and supported the proposed changes.   Discussion closed with Commissioner Johnson moving to recommend adoption of revised Ordinance 640 to the Town Council.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Legg.   The motion carried unanimously.
b. Discussion “Chapter 5 Capital Facilities Plan pages (55-76).
 Town Plan Cisar reviewed a handout he had provided to the commission from the State       Department of Community Trade and Economic Development.  He reviewed and discussed “What are Capital Facilities”, “What is a Capital Facilities Plan” “Why do we do a Capital Facilities Plan”, and “What does a Capital Facilities Plan Consist of.”  He explained the various funding sources for the plan including utility funds, grants and general fund sources.  He further explained the concept of impact fees as a funding source which some cities collect for Traffic, Parks and Fire while School Districts collect a school impact fee.  He noted impact fees fund capital projects listed on the plan and cannot be used to fund programs, salaries etc.  Recently many cities have adopted a Storm Water plan to meet water quality standards and created a Storm Water Utility to fund the improvements identified in the plan.  Residential and commercial/industrial property owners pay a monthly fee based on the amount of impervious surfaces they have on their property.  Impervious surface include parking lots and driveways.  Gravel parking lots are considered impervious under the majority of the regulations.

He explained he will working with Town staff to prepare an updated Capital Facility Plan   and annual budget for projects identified in the plan.

c. Canceling July 7, 2009 meeting and scheduling next meeting for August 18, 2009. 
Town Planner Cisar explained he will be on vacation for 6 weeks and has canceled the July 7       meeting.  He has scheduled the next commission meeting August 18, 2009 and will publish a notice of the cancelation and August 18th meeting date.

COMMISSIONER REQUESTS AND REPORTS: 
a. Commissioner FYI

1. Commissioner Payne explained he is working with the County to have the trees behind the dentist office and bank trimmed to provide for better visibility of the downtown area. Trimming of the trees along Dillard was also discussed to provide views to the Baker River.

2. Commissioner Legg suggested a Points of Interest Map at the New Town Center sign for the businesses would helpful.  It was noted, a map dispenser was incorporated into the new sign.
Items for Next Meeting: August 18, 2009.   Discussion of” Chapter 6 Transportation” (pages 77-87) of the Comprehensive Plan. 
Meeting Adjourned: Vice Chairman Tenney requested a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 PM. Commissioner Legg moved to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Johnson.   The motion carried unanimously. 
______________________________________

Approved by the Chair

_____________________________
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