



town of concrete
planning commission meeting

March 4, 2008
7:10 PM: The meeting was called to order by Chair Don Payne
Roll Call:  Don Payne, Doug Gates, Robert Dileo, Jason Driver and Marty Glaser.  Commissioners absent: George Theodoratus, Chris Jansen, Dani Magee and Tim Cooley.

 (Note:  George Theodoratus joined the commission at 7:40 PM)
Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the Minutes of February 5, 2008 was made by Robert Dileo. A second to the motion was made by Doug Gates. The motion carried unanimously.

Audience Participation:  Brian Hansen owner of Concrete Mini Storage was present and reviewed the Free Standing sign proposed for the Mini Storage.  He noted he agreed with staff that the sign should not exceed the height of the office building on the property.  The Planning Commission concurred with the staff recommendation.  Commissioner Dileo requested addition landscaping around the base of the sign to reduce the visual impact of the sign height and make it compatible with the building and on site improvements.
Brian Hansen agreed with the landscaping and explained he intends to provide additional landscaping along the property frontage this Spring.  He explained the sign in addition to the message center will advertise the mini storage and three (3) businesses that will be located in the office building.  The changeable portion of the sign can also be used to advertise community events in Town.
Town Planner Cisar explained staff is reviewing the proposed sign and variances (Height and Size) and noted the comment period for public and agency comments close on Friday March 7, 2008.  He advised the Commission of a letter distributed to the members before the meeting from Commissioner Theodoratus supporting the sign request.
 He advised the commission staff will prepare a final decision on the request next week.  He noted he sent a copy of the request to the Burlington WSDOT office and has not received any comments to date.  He has contacted the office by phone and will contact them this week to be sure they have not objections to the request.
It was noted for the record this item was scheduled for review under New Business.  However, with Brian Hansen’s comments under Audience Participation the Planning Commission conducted their review at that time.
Discussion on the proposed sign concluded with no comments from the audience.
 Commissioner Glaser moved to approved the Electronic Message Center sign with the  conditions that the height of the sign not exceed the building height of the office and landscaping be provide to reduce the impact of the sign height.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Driver.  The motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

Chairs Report:  No report. 

Parks Committee Update: 
Town Planner Cisar provided and overview of the Committee discussions from commissioner Magee’s notes which included:
The design of the horseshoe pits on the upper level of Garden club Park.  Wild flower weeding for Garden Club Park in April.  Replacement of the apple tree removed from Garden Club Park with a new fruit tree either an Apple of Pear.  Replacement of the rocks at Bear Square with larger rocks and the removal of some of the asphalt and replacement with new soil to provide for better drainage for the plants   Placing weed blocker fabric under the tree grates on Main street to reduce the weeds and maintenance.
Town Center Signage:
Commissioner Dileo report logs for the sign are being provided by the Town.  The trees are located on Town property and will be cut this week.

He further noted the committee to coordinate the development of the sign has been formed: Councilman Miller, Val Stafford and Phillip Warren from the Chamber and Commissioner Dileo from the Planning Commission. 
Town Planner Cisar explained staff will be preparing an advertisement for bids to complete the work on the sign since Town and grant monies are funding the project.  The bid document will be completed next week.
The Commission discussed the work on the sign may take up to 3 months to complete which will be in mid to late July.  Rick Williams, who was in attendance, agreed it could take 3 months to complete the work on the sign.

Commissioner Gates indicated and interest in the development of the sign and the committee meetings.  Commissioner Dileo advised Commissioner Gates he will notify the commission members of the committee meetings.

NEW BUSINESS
A.  Review and Approval of the Electronic Message Center Sign for Concrete Mini Storage.

This item was discussed under Audience Participation.  The Commission took the following action:  Commissioner Glaser moved to approved the Electronic Message Center sign with the  conditions that the height of the sign not exceed the building height of the office and landscaping be provide to reduce the impact of the sign height.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Driver.  The motion carried unanimously.

COMMISSIONER REQUEST AND REPORT
The commission discussed current and proposed projects under review by the Town.  

Commission Glaser provided the commission with an update of his road and water line project.

(Commissioner Theodoratus joined the Commission)

Town Planner Cisar distributed copies of the DRAFT Critical Areas Ordinance (CAO) which was reviewed by the planning commission last year.  He explained the Department of Ecology (DOE) had contacted the Town and request a copy of the current ordinance which was adopted in 1992.  They offered assistance in reviewing the draft and attending future meetings with the Planning Commission and Town Council.  He explained the need for mapping of the Critical areas based on the recommendations of the draft ordinance.  The mapping will show the impacts of buffers on adjacent properties throughout the Town.

Funding for the mapping was budgeted in 2007 which was estimated at $3,000.00.

Adoption of the CAO is required by the end of the year to meet the DOE deadline.  He noted he is currently reviewing the draft and will suggest revisions in order to provide more flexibility in implementing the requirements of the regulations.
Next Meeting: April 1, 2008
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM
______________________________________

Approved by the Chair

_____________________________
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