town of concrete
planning commission meeting

November 7, 2006
7:03 PM: The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair George Theodoratus. 
Roll Call: George Theodoratus, Jason Miller, Don Payne and Doug Gates. Commissioners absent: John Burmaster, Tim Cooley and Carol Pederson. 
Staff:  Town Planner Lacy Lahr 

Audience Present: Robert Dileo
Approval of Minutes: Doug Gates made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 3, 2006 meeting. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried and approved.  
Public Participation:  Robert Dileo introduced himself to the Planning Commission and reported that he has applied for a position on the Planning Commission.  His application will be forwarded to the Town Council at the November 13, 2006 meeting.
OLD BUSINESS

Chairs Report:  Nothing to report.

Parks Committee Update:  Jason Miller reported that no additional work has been completed at the Garden Club. Discussion was held regarding preparation of the western bank prior to planting. Robert Dileo suggested using a type of matting used by the Department of Transportation to stabilize slopes.  The group agreed to resume the parks committee meetings after the first of the year. 
2006 GMA Update
Planner Lacy Lahr updated the Planning Commission on the progress of the 2006 GMA update.  The proposed amendments have been forwarded to applicable state agencies for review and comment. The Town Council is expected to formally adopt the amendments at the December 11, 2006 meeting. Discussion was held regarding the next steps for the old Lonestar office building. With the addition of the building to the capital facilities plan, revenue from the capital improvement fund can be used for renovations to the building.  The Commission discussed the possibility of forming a subcommittee dedicated to the facility improvements. 
Discussion was also held regarding the old high school building. The building is for sale and the prospective buyers are interested in renting out the building room by room as artist studios. One potential setback is the requirement to provide sprinkler systems. 
Signage: The Commission continued discussions on the downtown signage project with individual signs for the businesses in the Town Center. The fence on Main Street at the ball fields was considered the best location for the sign. Lighting and landscaping features for the sign was also discussed.

Commissioner Miller will bring photos of signage from Leavenworth to the next Planning Commission meeting.   
Landscaping: Discussion was held regarding the existing landscaping code, and the types of species to include in the code. Encouraging the use of existing trees and the use of native vegetation should be included in the code revisions.
NEW BUSINESS

Skagit County Open Space Plan: Planner Lahr discussed the proposed revisions to the Skagit County Regional Open Space Plan to include corridors within and around urban growth areas. City Planners are meeting with County Planners to coordinate existing plans with the proposed county plan. 

Centennial Committee:  The Planning Commission discussed starting the discussions of centennial celebrations with photos of Town at the turn of the century.  
Commissioner Requests and Reports-None

Next Meeting: December 5, 2006.
Doug Gates made a motion for adjournment and Jason Miller seconded the motion. 
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:31 PM.

______________________________________

Approved by the Chair

_____________________________
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