town of concrete
planning commission meeting

November 17, 2005

7:06 PM:  The meeting was called to order by Chair Tim Cooley. 

Roll Call:  Tim Cooley, George Theodoratus, Darla Feetham, Irline Allison, Doug Gates, Carol Pederson, and John Burmaster. Commissioners absent: Don Payne.
Staff:  Town Planner Lacy Lahr

Audience Members:  Robin Feetham. 

Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of the October 20th meeting and the November 3rd meeting were reviewed.  Darla Feetham made a motion to approve the minutes of both meetings.  Carol Pederson made a second to the motion.  The motion was voted and carried.
Public Participation:  None.

OLD BUSINESS

Chairs Report:  Nothing to report. 
Critical Areas Ordinance:  The Commission discussed the meeting on October 20th where Laura Casey from the Department of Ecology presented information regarding the GMA requirements to protect critical areas and discussed the specific wetlands that appear to be present within the town limits and in the urban growth area.  Planner Lahr described the suggested changes to the critical areas ordinance from the Department of Ecology which were included in a revised version of the draft ordinance.  Planner Lahr asked if the Commission would like to invite a representative from the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) to discuss the requirements for protecting salmon, and stream buffers in relation to the Lorenzen Creek Settlement Agreement between the Town and WDFW.  The Commission agreed that a presentation from a WDFW representative and a tour of streams in the area would be useful prior to finalizing the draft CAO.  Planner Lahr will invite a representative to the next Planning Commission meeting. 
NEW BUSINESS

Public Parking in the Town Center District:  Planner Lahr discussed the request by Mayor Billman for the Planning Commission to review potential parking areas in the Town Center and to present recommendations to the Town Council.  The Commission reviewed potential parking areas utilizing unopened right-of-way, existing town property, or other publicly owned properties.  Discussion was held regarding the best locations for RV parking in the vicinity of the Town Center.  The Commission also discussed as a policy recommendation, whether vacant lots in the Town Center District should be used for parking or should be set aside for retail spaces.  The Commission agreed to recommend reorganizing the parking area behind the community park near the public works shop building for use as parking.  The Commission also recommended that staff pursue the development of RV parking in the area between Railroad Avenue and State Route 20.  The Commission will also continue working on a plan for future parking areas in the Town Center District.

Schedule for 2006 Amendments:  Planner Lahr discussed the proposed scope of work for updating the development regulations in 2006.  The Commission discussed the planned development of airport zoning provisions that would apply to the municipal airport.  Current zoning is Public and Residential, neither of which allow for appropriate uses at the airport.  Planner Lahr described the GMA requirements to protect public airports from incompatible uses as they are considered essential public facilities.  
Commissioner Request and Reports:  None

Next Meeting:

December 1, 2005 – Silo Park meeting at 6:30 P.M.
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 PM.

______________________________________

Approved by the Chair

_____________________________
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