town of concrete
planning commission meeting

October 6, 2005

7:05 PM:  The meeting was called to order by Chair Tim Cooley. 

Roll Call:  Tim Cooley, George Theodoratus, Darla Feetham, Irline Allison, Don Payne, Doug Gates, Carol Pederson, and John Burmaster. 
Staff:  Town Planner Lacy Lahr

Audience Members:  Robin Feetham. 

Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of the September 1st and September 15th meetings were reviewed.  Darla Feetham made a motion to approve the minutes of both meetings.  Don Payne made a second to the motion.  The motion was voted and carried.
Public Participation:  None.

OLD BUSINESS

Chairs Report:  Nothing to report. 
Silo Park Committee:  Doug Gates updated the Planning Commission on the status of the skatepark project at Silo Park as well as the proposed location of the skatepark just east of the existing play equipment.  Planner Lahr added that Puget Sound Energy has expressed support for the project and would like to begin construction on the project.  Restrooms at Silo Park will be the next priority for the Committee.  
NEW BUSINESS

Design Review – Theodoratus signage proposal:  The Commission reviewed the design review application for Valleys West Realty, represented by George Theodoratus. Mr. Theodoratus recused himself from the deliberations while the Planning Commission reviewed the application.  Planner Lahr described the application and the staff recommendations and conditions of approval.  John Burmaster made a motion to approve the design review application for Valleys West Realty based on the recommendation and proposed conditions from staff.  Doug Gates made a second to the motion.  Motion was carried.
Public Parking in the Town Center:  Don Payne discussed some of the concerns that he had expressed to the Town Council regarding the lack of available parking and RV parking in the Town Center district.  Discussion was held regarding the best use of vacant space in the Town Center and whether vacant space should be developed for new retail businesses or used for public parking.  The Commission discussed other possible locations for increased parking that would utilize existing public property or rights-of-way.  Planner Lahr will provide a map of potential public parking locations for the Commission to review. 

Reports and Requests:  Planner Lahr reported on the recent merchant’s group meeting where the group expressed an interest to increase signage on Highway 20 to promote the Main Street businesses.  Discussion was held regarding the Department of Transportation (DOT) requirements and possible locations to direct visitors to the Town Center.  Discussion was also held regarding signage that would show the mileage to the Town of Concrete at various locations on the standard Department of Transportation mileage signs along Highway 20.  Several merchants had agreed to pay for half the costs associated with the new signage and the DOT had agreed to pay the other half.  Planner Lahr will look further into this issue.
Next Meeting:

October 10, 2005 – Planner Lahr discussed the upcoming Town Council/Planning Commission workshop on October 10, 2005 at 6 PM regarding quasi-judicial land use hearings.  
October 20, 2005 – Planner Lahr informed the Planning Commission that wetlands specialist Laura Casey from the Department of Ecology will be attending the next Planning Commission meeting to discuss the draft Town of Concrete Critical Areas Ordinance.  Planner Lahr will take Ms. Casey on a tour of critical areas within the town.   
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 PM.

______________________________________

Approved by the Chair

_____________________________
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