town of concrete
planning commission meeting

August 18, 2005

7:08 PM:  The meeting was called to order by Chair Tim Cooley. 

Roll Call:  Tim Cooley, Darla Feetham, John Burmaster, Don Payne, Doug Gates, and George Theodoratus.  Commissioners absent: Irline Allison and Carol Pederson.
Staff:  Town Planner Lacy Lahr

Audience:  Robin Feetham
Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of the August 4, 2005 meeting were reviewed.  Darla Feetham made a motion to approve the minutes with a correction that Irline Allison was present at the meeting.  Don Payne made a second to the motion.  The motion was voted and carried.
Public Participation:  None.

OLD BUSINESS

Chairs Report:  Nothing to report. 
2005 Comprehensive Plan Update  
Planned Unit Development ordinance:  Planner Lahr described an article that was handed out regarding Planned Unit Development (PUD) Ordinances in other jurisdictions and problems that have occurred as a result of the ordinances.  Some jurisdictions are finding that developers are not providing enough amenities in exchange for reducing lot sizes.  The Commission discussed the importance of requiring design elements as part of a PUD ordinance. 
Cascade Trail:  The Commission discussed comments received during the Open House meeting regarding the Cascade Trail policy that the Town has adopted in the past.  The Commission reviewed Resolution No. 94-05 which opposed the construction of the Cascade Trail until provisions were made for public safety, privacy, and private property rights.  The Commission discussed previous issue relating to the Cascade Trail and decided by consensus to recommend that the Town recognize the Cascade Trail as part of the community’s existing trails system.

Critical Areas ordinance:  The Commission reviewed comments received by the Department of Ecology on the draft critical areas ordinance.  The Commission decided to accept some of the recommended changes submitted by the DOE such as changes to reflect the proper manuals and publications.  John Burmaster made a motion to modify the draft ordinance to correctly reference the proper DOE publication as suggested by the DOE.  Don Payne made a second to the motion.  Motion carried with one abstention from George Theodoratus. 

Off-Street Parking:  The Commission reviewed the proposed changes to the Off-Street Parking requirements which would apply to the Town Center District only.  The Commission discussed the possibility of an ordinance which limits employee and business owner parking on Main Street.  George Theodoratus made a motion to strike the “Main Street” language from the proposed amendment to the code section.  John Burmaster made a second to the motion.  Motion was voted and carried.   
Comprehensive Plan Elements:  The Commission reviewed the proposed amendments to the Land Use Element and the Capital Facilities Element.  Discussion ensued in regards to the Capital Improvement Plan for the Parks and Recreation section of the Comprehensive Plan.  The Commission discussed adding an amphitheater to the list of improvements planned at Silo Park.  In addition, the improvements planned and described for Silo Park in the Master Plan adopted by the Town in 1997 should be incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan.  The Commission decided to move the Highway 20 neighborhood park from #4 on the list of future parks projects to #6 on the list.  The Commission reviewed the proposed changes to the Transportation Element including the future transportation needs of the school district, which includes safe routes to school using sidewalks, a second vehicular access to the campus, and the School District’s plans to develop a Strategic Plan that may include a request for the Town to collect school impact fees. 
Announcements:  Don Payne reported on the recent skatepark design meeting held August 11, 2005.  Don visited the Town of Buckley who just installed a new skatepark using portable equipment that cost approximately $90,000.  The Commission discussed using portable equipment versus constructing a concrete park, and possible vandalism at Silo Park.
Next Meeting September 1, 2005 – Public Hearing
Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM.

______________________________________

Approved by the Chair

_____________________________
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