TOWN OF CONCRETE

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

January 6, 2005

7:05 PM:  The meeting was called to order by Chair Tim Cooley.
Roll Call:  Doug Gates, Don Payne, Darla Feetham, Tim Cooley and George Theordoratus.  Commissioners absent: John Burmaster and Carol Pederson.

Staff:  Town Planner Lacy Lahr

Audience Present:  Robin Feetham

Approval of Minutes:

The minutes of the December 16, 2004 meeting were reviewed.  Don Payne made a motion to approve the minutes.  Darla Feetham made a second to the motion; it was voted and carried.
Public Participation:  None

OLD BUSINESS

Chairs Report:  Tim Cooley reported that the Boundary Line Adjustment filed by Mr. Ross was determined incomplete due to proper paperwork not being filed.  The application was returned to the applicant for further information.

Lighted Merchants Sign:  Don Payne discussed lighted signs in other communities and how to design signage for proper visibility.  Possible design elements and Department of Transportation permit requirements were discussed.  Tim Cooley recommended that Don present the project to the Chamber of Commerce at their next meeting.
Bridge Scene Theme Mock-Up:  No discussion was held at this time. 

Feasibility Study:  No discussion was held at this time.  

Silo Park:  Discussion was held about the status of the grant research to fund improvements for Silo Park.  Doug Gates will continue working on this project. 

Search for New Planning Commissioners:  Discussion held on the need for new Planning Commissioners to fill four vacate positions.  Possible candidates were discussed and Commission members will continue looking for possible Planning Commission candidates.

NEW BUSINESS

Election of Officers:  George Theodoratus made a motion to reappoint Tim Cooley as Planning Commission Chair; Don Payne made a second to the motion.  The motion was voted and carried.  Doug Gates made a motion to reappoint George Theodoratus as the Planning Commission Vice Chair; Tim Cooley made a second to the motion.  The motion was voted and carried.  Tim Cooley made a motion to reappoint Darla Feetham as the Planning Commission Secretary; Don Payne made a second to the motion.  The motion was voted and carried.  
Commissioners Discussion and Reports:  Discussion continued about future use and improvements at Silo Park.  Discussion also ensued regarding the past clean-up efforts and any additional clean-up that may be required.  The Silo Park Committee will work to draft an action plan for public review and adoption by the Town Council.  

Commissioners discussed ways in which to improve communication of ideas between the Planning Commission and Town Council.  It was suggested that scheduling a joint worksession with the Planning Commission and Town Council may improve the communication between the two groups. 
Tim Cooley introduced Lacy Lahr as the new Town Planner.  

Critical Areas Ordinance:  Commissioners discussed the status of updating the critical areas ordinance.  It was discussed that the updated ordinance should be easy to understand, with appropriate mitigation with flexible alternatives for unique situations.  Discussion was held about how culverts and drainage ditches were handled, particularly if salmon are present.  Discussion was also held regarding pre-existing uses and how previously issued variances would be handled in the updated ordinance.  Planner Lahr noted that generally pre-existing conditions, particularly those which were granted variances, can continue as long as the use is not altered or expanded, in which case, current rules would apply.  

2005 Comprehensive Plan Update:  Discussion was held regarding what items needed to be updated before December 2005, and how the review and comment periods required for the public and various agencies would affect the schedule for updated the Comprehensive Plan.  Items the Commission will look at first include a review of the Goals and Policies, the Land Use Element, and the Housing Element.  Planner Lahr will draft a schedule for completing these updates for the Commission at the next meeting.  
UGA Ordinance:  Planner Lahr discussed the status and progress of the draft Skagit County ordinance relating to development in the Urban Growth Areas of each municipality.  The draft ordinance proposes to limit development in the UGA’s unless urban services are provided by the municipality or unless the property annexes into the municipality.  The public review period is scheduled to begin in the next month in order for the County to formally adopt the ordinance before an April 2005 deadline set by the Western Washington Growth Management Hearings Board.  The Commission discussed the Grassmere area and the possibility of eventually annexing portions of the UGA.  

Meeting Dates:  Tim Cooley requested input from the Commission regarding the possibility of meeting once per month, instead of twice per month.  Due to a conflict with the regularly scheduled meeting on the third Thursday of each month, the Commission discussed changing the meeting dates, but continuing to meet twice per month.  George Theodoratus made a motion to change the second regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission from the third Thursday of each month to the second Thursday of each month, beginning in February.  Doug Gates made a second to the motion; the motion was voted on and carried.  Darla Feetham noted that the Silo Park Committee meetings are held at 6:30 PM at Town Hall on the first Thursday of each month. 
Next Meeting January 20, 2005:  

Chairs Report


Critical Areas Ordinance 


Lighted Merchants Sign


Bridge Scene Mock-Up


Feasibility Study


Silo Park

2005 Comprehensive Plan Update Schedule


Search for New Commissioners

Meeting Adjourned:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:19 PM.

______________________________________________________

Approved by the Chair

__________________________

Date of Approval 
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