Town of Concrete

Town Council Meeting

October 11, 2016

7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Council Members: Rob Thomas, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis. Position #2 remains vacant. 

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Engineer Cody Hart.

Audience Members Signed In: Corey Ruiz, Gary Dunlap, Brooke Pederson, Joshua Gonzalez, and Don Payne. 
Town Council Position #2 Vacancy: Mayor Miller stated the town received one application for the position, which is included in the packets. He called upon Corey Ruiz, who had requested to speak to the applicant regarding the position. Corey stated that he had already spoken to this particular applicant and he will not take up any of the council’s time this evening. Mayor Miller stated that the applicant Joshua Gonzalez is here tonight to answer any questions. 


Rob Thomas stated that he would like to propose a 30-day extension for accepting applications. He stated this is not a reflection of the one applicant, but he would like to ensure the council has allowed adequate time for notification so that residents are aware of the vacancy. Marla Reed stated that she believes the extension should be longer than 30 days. Andrea Fichter stated the town has 90 days from the date of Corey’s effective resignation date, which gives the town until December 26 to fill this vacancy. She stated that typically the council cancels the last meeting in December, so if the council wanted to have applications due prior to that first meeting in December, then ultimately the new person would be taking over in the new year. 

Rob Thomas made a motion to extend the application period until December 5, 2016. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Joshua Gonzalez asked if he could speak to the council. He stated that he owns Concrete Coins and Pawn. He stated that he believed if he applied that it would also spur others to apply as well. He stated that he is new to town and not that familiar with the geographic area. He stated that he wants to work with each individual and he is able to speak freely. He also read a quote by Gandhi. 
Public Participation: Brooke Pederson, Upper Skagit Library Update: Brooke reported the use of the library has skyrocketed during the last year. She stated that previously the average use was about 60 per day and now it’s up to around 130 a day. She also reported on other statistics that have increased and she believes some of this is due to the town annexing into the library district. She also reported on the proposed use of the old Legion Hall for them to move into. She stated at this time they are planning for next fall. She stated that when she has more information and visuals available, she will bring these back to the council. 
Events Application: None. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported there were pretty standard calls for September. He stated there were 7 domestic calls. He stated there has been an increase in traffic infractions and enforcement. He also reported on a grant program in which they are working in partnership with the School District and United General Hospital to discourage underage drinking. He reported on the different monitoring that is occurring and the possible use of counselors for those kids caught drinking. 

Rob Thomas asked Sergeant Kading about how and if the Sheriffs can assist with traffic control during large events. He stated that he attended a funeral today in Hamilton that was probably the largest one he has attended in 20 years and there were a number of vehicles trying to turn left onto the highway to head east and assistance with traffic control would have been very helpful. Sergeant Kading stated that if they are notified in advance they can assist and also work with State Patrol if needed. 
CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Cody Hart stated that there is one action item on the agenda for tonight, which is pay request #5 for the Park and Ride project. He stated that this request is for approximately $16,000 and essentially wraps up the project. He stated the punch list has been issued and there are a few items that Bianchi is still working to complete. 

Bianchi Construction, Park and Ride Pay Request #5: Marla Reed made a motion to approve the Task Order. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. 

Town Attorney David Day stated there is currently a lien in place against the project by Skagit Aggregates. He stated the amount they are claiming is owed is around $65,000. He stated the lien was placed on the contractors bond as well as the retainage. He stated he realizes the contractor probably needs this payment, but that he is recommending that this payment be held since there is a lien in place. 

Marla Reed amended her original motion to state approval of the pay request but to hold funds until the town has received proof the lien has been released. Ginger Kyritsis stated her second to the motion stands with this amendment. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody stated he also has a few project updates and will provide the council with a formal quarterly report at their next meeting. 

He reported the water system upgrade project is progressing with the Main Street Waterline, the water tank replacement and the metering. 

He stated they are also working on the First Street waterline extension. 

Cody also reported on an email from SKAT stating the shelter for the Park and Ride has been delivered and they plan to have it installed sometime this week. 

He also reported the SCOG TAC meeting took place last week at the Fire and Life Safety Facility. He stated there were county officials in attendance and the meeting had gone well. He stated it’s good to get people into Concrete that wouldn’t normally come up here. 

Cody also reported on the trolley funding application. He reported on the preliminary exhibits for the proposed route and the estimated costs. He stated the service would primarily serve town limits, but would also serve those in the Urban Growth Area. He stated the town will be requesting full funding and that might make the project not score as well as others, but this is what is being asked for. 
Consent Agenda:
Town Council Workshop Minutes: September 24, 2016

Town Council Minutes: September 26, 2016

Approval of Claims Checks #2913-#2945

Rob Thomas made a motion to approve. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Audience member Corey Ruiz stated there was a misspelling in the name for Sara Best and that is should be Sara Beste in the Health Care report section. 

Marla Reed made a motion to reopen this item. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Rob Thomas made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the correction to the name stated in the September 24, 2016, minutes in the Health Care report section. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Ordinance #758 – Amending Sections of CMC 2.52: Andrea reported this will incorporate the change they discussed regarding exempt versus non exempt employees. She stated while making this change she also noticed other items that needed to be updated as well. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2016-15 – Authorization to Seek Funding – Local Transportation Service: It was stated this is the resolution to authorize staff to seek funding for the trolley. 

Rob Thomas made a motion to approve the resolution. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 
New Business: Agreement – Humane Society of Skagit Valley: Andrea stated the basic language of the contract has remained the same, but the costs have increased. She stated these costs have not been adjusted since the original agreement was put into place in 2006. She also stated the town mainly utilizes the live dog and live cat transport. 

Mayor Miller updated on the trapping of cats that will probably take place again in the Mill Addition area as well as in an area on Pine Street. 

Andrea stated that David Day has reviewed the agreement. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the agreement. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Appoint Council Member to Health Care Reports: Marla Reed suggested that Ginger Kyritsis be appointed to fill this role. Ginger asked what type of information is wanted and where to get it. 

Audience member Corey Ruiz stated that he had contacted the different directors at the clinics in town to find out what services they offered and when. He also stated that he asked about any events they were putting on. 

Rob Thomas stated that since this was not part of the council reports prior to Corey he wanted to know if the council felt that this was something that should continue being on the agenda. He stated that Corey had a passion for it and had requested it be added to the agenda. 

Discussion ensued on if this reporting is needed and who should be appointed to give these reports. Ginger Kyritsis stated that she would be willing to do this. Mayor Miller appointed Ginger Kyritsis. 
Discussion Items: None

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Bartel: No report. 
Parks: Marla Reed: No report. 
Community Garden: Mike Bartel: Mayor Miller stated there is some cleanup needed. He stated that he will send out reminder emails to the garden bed renters that it’s time to proceed with cleanup. 


Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission: Ginger Kyritsis: Ginger reported they will meet in November. 

Health Care: Corey Ruiz: No report. 

Economic Development Commission: Ginger Kyritsis: Ginger reported there will be a meeting tomorrow. Mayor Miller reported that one or two EDASC employees will also be attending and he is excited to have them attend. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: No report. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported the exit conference for the audit was held today and that things had gone well. Mayor Miller and Marla Reed stated they had attended and thanked staff for their work. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting is scheduled for October 18 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, and is open to the public. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported the Lorenzen Creek project was wrapped up yesterday. He stated there was an incredible collaboration between the town, WDFW and Skagit Fisheries as well as a band of volunteers that were led by Ray Hambleton. He stated there will be replanting work that will take place along the channel and Ray has volunteered to also assist with that effort as well as assisting with weed eating to keep the area clear of debris. Mayor Miller stated they will plant some willows and shrubs that will assist in shading any invasive plants and hopefully keep them from growing. He stated there is some minor cleanup work to be done, but the project itself is done! 

Mayor Miller also reported on some graffiti on the North East side of the silos that has been there for years and has been an eyesore. He stated Public Works has rented a 135’ boom truck to assist in getting this covered up and that will be done tomorrow. 

He also reported that he will be attending a Trails Coalition workshop this Thursday and Friday and he will back for the workshop on Saturday. He stated that next week he and Alan will be attending the IACC conference in Wenatchee Tuesday through Thursday. 

Announcements: Budget workshop scheduled for this Saturday at 8:00 a.m.

Rob Thomas stated that he wanted to give kudos to Marla Reed for the Taste of Washington event. Marla Reed also stated that she would like to thank those who showed up to serve and eat lunch. 

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Rob Thomas made a motion for adjournment at 8:00 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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