Town of Concrete

Town Council Meeting

September 26, 2016

7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Council Members: Rob Thomas, Corey Ruiz, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Town Attorney David Day, Town Engineer Cody Hart and Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles. 

Audience Members Signed In: Gary Dunlap. 
Public Participation: Andrew Griffin – Change to Town Ordinance: Andrew stated that he is here tonight to ask that bows and arrows possibly be removed from consideration as a firearm under town ordinance. He stated that he is a professional archer and was recently told he could not shoot his bow inside town limits. He stated that he gives lessons on archery. He stated that typically he takes new people out of town limits to other open areas so that stray arrows do not become an issue. He stated he has a good set up at his house for himself and is a proficient shot. 

Ginger Kyritsis asked if a bow and arrow is considered a weapon. David Day stated that yes it’s considered a weapon, but whether or not it is considered a firearm is what he will need to review the code to determine. 

Corey Ruiz stated that by definition he does not believe that a bow and arrow is considered a firearm, but the issue is if someone that is not a professional or as proficient a shot as Mr. Griffin then that could become dangerous. He stated if the town allows these in town limits, there may be some liability issues with that for less professional and proficient bow and arrow users. 

Andrew stated that he has researched establishing an archery range, which would be outside of town limits. Marianne stated there may be some other options as well, such as a special use permit or a home occupation permit. 

Andrew stated that he understands the concerns and the safety issues. He stated they have an archery range in Mount Vernon and one in Darrington. He stated that he believes archery is a positive thing to have available for kids. He stated that he has access to supplies and equipment for those people who may not be able to afford it. He stated that archery can teach kids physics and respect, as well as how to hunt and provide for their families. 

It was stated that staff will review the town ordinances and bring further information back to the council with some options on how to proceed. 
Events Application: Concrete Chamber of Commerce – Trunk and Treat: Rob Thomas stated this event was held in the past and had gone really well. He made a motion to approve the events application. 

Cheryl Werda stated that she was here tonight to answer any possible questions. She stated there would be a small parade of kids in their costumes going up Main Street, where volunteers would be parked with their trunks open and kids could trick or treat along Main Street. She stated this would take place prior to the Lions Club event at the school. She stated later that evening there would be a movie. 

Cheryl also reported that Em Beals will host a pumpkin painting event and a pumpkin rolling event and some other activities. Marla Reed asked who would be cleaning up after the pumpkin rolling event. Cheryl stated that she believed Em would be overseeing that. 

Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Deputy Morgan reported that he is here tonight for Sergeant Kading, who could not attend. He reported on the definition of firearms as stated by RCW. 


He also reported on two separate domestic dispute calls that he responded to on Mill Avenue that involved the same reporting party. He stated the witnesses gave opposite testimony than that of the female reporting party. He stated that no arrest was made due to the lack of evidence to support her accusations and due to her credibility. He stated that there was definitely some form of a dispute, but he could not establish an actual assault had occurred. 


He also reported on a call for a possible transient living in an abandoned home north of Limestone Street. He stated that he checked the home and did not find any evidence of someone living in the structure. 

He also reported on an incident at the Concrete Center where a female accidentally struck another 75-year-old female, who was walking with her walker to her vehicle. He stated the female driver struck the other female’s walker and caused her to lose her balance and fall. He stated the female driver was very apologetic. 
CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Cody Hart stated that there is one action item on the agenda for tonight and while they review that he would like to give a couple brief updates on other projects. 


He reported the Park and Ride punch list walk-through occurred today, with the contractor, Public Works, and the mayor in attendance. 

Cody also reported on the water tank replacement project. He stated there was a small delay with this due to a death in the family of one of the design team members. He stated the surveyor is scheduled to be on site in the next week. 

He also reported the initial draft of the report for the water spray park was submitted to the town. He stated this report recommends that the existing storm water infiltration system be allowed to be used for the spray park runoff. He stated that he is hopeful that Dept. of Health will accept that recommendation and if they do that will save the town a large amount of money on this project. 

Task Order 2016-12 – First Street Waterline Extension: Cody reported this is for design work on the waterline extension in the UGA from First Street to the Red Apple. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the Task Order. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Consent Agenda:
Town Council Minutes: September 12, 2016

Approval of Claims Checks #2896-#2908

Ginger Kyritsis stated there is typo on the first page of the minutes, 3rd paragraph from the bottom where there are too many ones in 911. 

Rob Thomas made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the change in the minutes. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: None. 

New Business: AWC RMSA Interlocal Agreement – Resolution #2016-14: David Day reported that he has reviewed and this is a fairly boilerplate agreement. He stated that he did not find any items of concern and recommended approval. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Lease Transfer Request – Assignment of Lot #9 Aldridge to Condiotti: Mayor Miller stated that Andrea had not mentioned any items of concern with this item. Ginger Kyritsis asked if this was just pretty straightforward. Mayor Miller stated that usually by the point at which these are brought to council, everything is in order. 

Rob Thomas made a motion to approve. 

Corey Ruiz asked if this transfers the current lease with the current expiration dates and such. It was stated that yes, this is the way it is supposed to work with assignments. 

Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: None

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Bartel: Mike Bartel reported on a meeting he attended at the Port of Skagit. He stated they discussed long-term goals for the Port. He reported that it was stated that private ownership of aircraft is declining, so the Port is working to increase small business and commercial business at the Port. He stated it was a very interesting meeting. 
Parks: Marla Reed: Marla reported they met this evening and discussed the inventory and the Parks Element of the Comp Plan update. She stated they made a few changes. 
Community Garden: Mike Bartel: Mike Bartel reported they discussed the garden at the Parks meeting tonight as well. He stated they discussed extending the dates of the installation of the two other greenhouses. Mayor Miller stated that he will be at the garden tomorrow to do some work and asked if Mike could focus on the food bank beds and the tomatoes that are starting to get blight. 


Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission: Ginger Kyritsis: Ginger reported they will meet in November. 

Health Care: Corey Ruiz: Corey reported that he did not dig much into the services offered by Sunrise since the mayor had stated he would be talking with them. He reported Sara Beste is now the onsite clinic manager at SeaMar. He stated that Sonja Garza does oversight for the area and reported there is still some minor transitioning that is occurring. He stated they will be offering an afterhours vaccination clinic on Wednesday, September 28 for those who qualify. He also reported they will be hosting countywide holiday events. He stated they plan to continue outreach so the community can learn what they have to offer. He also stated they have a new nutritionist on staff, as well as some mental health professionals. 

Economic Development Commission: Ginger Kyritsis and Corey Ruiz: Mayor Miller stated their first meeting will be on Wednesday, October 12 at 6 p.m. at Town Hall. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported the first draft of the Park and Recreation Element has been completed as well as updates to the capital facilities section. She stated Economic Development and Parks and Recreation Elements should be completed this year and then they will finish up the Transportation Element next year. She stated that RCO has very specific guidelines as to what needs to be in the Parks plan to make the town eligible for its funding. She stated these items will be incorporated into this element. She also reported on a survey that she discovered that was completed in 2012 for Silo Park. She stated it was very raw data, but she has used the information for this element. 

Marianne reported they are moving forward with the getting the school district to either move its power off of the airport or to get some type of easement in place. She stated that she and Alan will meet with the school district soon to discuss further. She also reported that Chris Edwards continues to work on gathering information on the helipad. She stated there is a meeting next week to discuss medivac usage of the helipad. She stated that if this pad is not being used, then other options will need to be discussed whether the town wants to completely remove it or adjust the lots so the easement could be put into place. 

Mayor Miller asked if the economic development plan the Planning Commission had just approved will come back to the council. Marianne stated what the Planning Commission had just approved was the economic development element of the Comprehensive Plan. She stated that this and the Parks and Recreation element will come to the council in December for final approval. She stated all these items will be included in the final 2016 update to the Comprehensive Plan. 

Mayor Miller also asked if the town needed to have a fill and grade permit in place for Lorenzen Creek. Marianne stated that the town does not have an actual grading ordinance, but the work for Lorenzen Creek is included in the Critical Areas’ permitting that was completed. 

Mayor Miller reported on the alternate location for dumping the debris in case the first option is too wet and soggy for the dump trucks to drive in and out of. He stated the alternate location would be in the southeast corner of Silo Park. Discussion ensued on the placement of the debris and making sure to follow permit guidelines. Marianne stated the exact location of the debris was not stated in the permitting, only that it would be placed in an area that would not allow for drainage back into the creek. 

Mayor Miller requested a copy of the Economic Development element of the Comp Plan to pass along to the Economic Development Commission. 

Marianne reported they will hold a study session at the Planning Commission in October to discuss the Parks and Recreation Element prior to the public hearing in November. 

Mayor Miller stated we are now on schedule to complete the Lorenzen Creek project for next week. He stated a majority of the work will take place 10/5 through 10/7, with prep work occurring on 10/4. He stated there is a work schedule and explanation of work to be completed that will be distributed to all involved. He also explained the need for volunteers and how many would be needed. He also explained who would be doing what and under whose supervision. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Mayor Miller reported the treasurer’s report is in their packets. He also reported they are working on setting up the date and time for the exit conference now that the audit is complete. 

Mayor Miller also updated the council on the discussion he had with Rich regarding his possible retirement. He stated that after discussing some items with Rich, he understands now why Rich cannot say for sure if he will be retiring from his Assistant Public Works Director position at the end of the year. Mayor Miller reported that Rich did say he will retire from the Fire Chief position for sure. Mayor Miller stated that after discussing this with Andrea, she said it will be easier for her to budget as if Rich is not retiring and having those numbers in the budget that could later be reduced than it would be to budget as if he is retiring and then trying to add those expenditures back in at a later date, so she will be doing the budget based on Rich not retiring from the Assistant Public Works Director position. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported that hopefully by the end of this week or next week they will have all the new blowers installed. He stated they had a little trouble during startup, but everything is working well now.

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting is scheduled for October 18 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, and is open to the public. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported on a meeting he attended last week between DFW, WSDOT, Upper Skagit Tribe, Skagit River System Cooperative and Skagit County Public Works to discuss Lorenzen Creek. He stated they met at the Park and Ride and then walked up to Main Street where the creek goes under the road. He stated they then walked to the culvert at SR20 and down to the dredging location. He stated they discussed many different items of concern with this creek. He stated they will be getting a pitch on a feasibility study from Skagit County Public Works and then everyone can meet again to discuss how to pay for this plan to be completed. 

Alan reported on previous conversations that he has had with DFW regarding the current berm that is in place and how moving that may be an option.

Mayor Miller also reported they have begun having staff meetings every Wednesday at 8:00 a.m. in an effort to increase communication. He stated that so far it has been very helpful to him. Marianne stated that she and Cody also meet every couple weeks to discuss projects and that if the mayor ever wants them to call in for those staff meetings, to let them know. 

Announcements: Next council meeting will take place on Tuesday, October 11, due the holiday on October 10.

Mayor Miller reported on the resignation of Corey Ruiz and thanked him for his service on the council. Corey stated that it has been his pleasure and honor to serve. He stated that he still plans to help when he can and would like to be a resource for the town. He stated that he still plans to be a part of the economic development commission. Corey requested that he be able to address the applicants for this position at the next council meeting so that he can speak to them regarding how this position takes time and critical thinking. He stated that he would like to remind them that they should have an agenda for the town and not a personal agenda. He stated this is the best council and mayor he’s seen in this town in a long time, and believes this is a good group right now. 

It was stated that Andrea will bring an update on the appointment procedures, but the council did not have to choose someone at the next meeting if they do not have any qualified applicants. 

Marla Reed updated the council on the Taste Washington Day that is scheduled to take place on October 5. She stated this is done throughout Washington State at many different schools. She stated the idea is to bring Washington-grown foods to the schools as a choice for lunch. She stated that most schools choose one or two items to provide on this day, but that she has chosen to do the whole lunch with food from farms located within 30 miles of the school. She recommended that everyone look at the Farm to School program they have put into place here; she stated this is a great program. She stated that local farmers are contacting her with interest in participating in the program. She stated that last year they had some elected officials in attendance, but this year she would like to get the school board and council involved. She stated this could be serving or other things to help out. She stated the menu for that day will be potato nachos. Marla distributed information on the event. 

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Rob Thomas made a motion for adjournment at 8:30 p.m. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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