Town of Concrete

Town Council Meeting

August 22, 2016

7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Council Members: Rob Thomas, Corey Ruiz, Mike Bartel, and Marla Reed. 

Mayor Miller stated that Ginger Kyritsis is out sick.

Corey Ruiz made a motion to excuse Ginger Kyritsis. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Staff Present: Deputy Clerk Corrina Hart, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Town Engineer Cody Hart and Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles. 

Audience Members Signed In: None.
Public Participation: None.
Events Application: None. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported that the July incident report was in the council packets. He stated that there were about 70 calls in July, same as last year. He also reported that there may be more calls than usual for August as they were already at 44 calls as of today. He also reported that there were no problems at Cascade Days and that they have not been back to the Swap Meet for any problems since last talking with George Theodoratus about issues.

Sergeant Kading also reported that there was a complaint about a house in town growing marijuana that is visible from the street. Sergeant Kading did a compliance check at the address and found that the owner had a medical marijuana card and was following all of the state laws for his 2 marijuana plants. 

Marianne Manville-Ailles explained that this is a town zoning violation, and that the only recourse that the town has is to write a letter to the resident, stating that they are in violation of a Town Code. However, because they are in compliance with the state law, there is no criminal infraction to substantiate the zoning violation.

If the resident did not have a medical marijuana card and was growing for retail sales or his own use outside of state law, then a deputy could write a criminal citation and we could use our zoning code to deal with the violation.

Alan Wilkins asked about another house in town where plants were being transported by vehicle. Sergeant Kading stated that those situations would warrant a 911 call so that the Sheriff could investigate at that time, while it is happening. 

Marianne stated that we could send a letter per the zoning code asking for the resident to make the plants not visible from the street.

Mayor Miller asked Marianne to write a letter with zoning code information and send it to him to add his concerns regarding visibility and proximity to Silo Park. The letter will ask the resident to move the plants indoors or screen them so they are not visible from the street. Marianne stated that since this is not a violation letter, it should be signed by the mayor and not the planner.

Corey Ruiz asked if we could voice our concerns with the state regarding the situation the marijuana laws have put towns in. Marianne stated that we could do that, but doubted that it would elicit any type of change.

Sergeant Kading thanked Corrina Hart for her help with the Sheriff’s Office over the years; she will be missed.

Mayor Miller reported on a vendor’s heat exhaustion during Cascade Days. He helped to keep her scooter until her husband could come and pick it up.
CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Cody Hart reported that the lighting for the Park and Ride would be finalized by September 4, 2016. Subcontractors are getting Cody wrap up items at this time. No physical completion date at this time. When Cody has that information he will email it to the mayor and Andrea. Cody asked if council members could submit any concerns to Andrea as soon as possible.

Cody reported that the Main Street to A Ave. waterline survey is scheduled to be completed in the next week. 

Cody has scheduled a meeting with Alan and possibly Mayor Miller for Tuesday August 23, 2016, regarding townwide metering.

Cody also reported that the startup phase for source metering and the water tank is in scoping discussions. Information has been given to Alan for review.

Cody also reported that we are waiting for DOH review on a proposal for the Spray Park project.

Cody stated that the Park and Ride was used well during the Cascade Days events this weekend.
Mayor Miller stated that he would like to set a meeting with Andrea, Cody, Alan and Marianne about signage at the Park and Ride. Marianne stated that she sent that information to Andrea already and that they have discussed the information. It may just be a matter of how many or placement.

Alan commented that two residents from the apartments are parking at the new Park and Ride facility on a regular basis and that we need signage stating how much time they can park there. Alan stated that they should not be able to park there for more than 23 hours because that is the time limit at Bear square.

Marianne stated that the RCW is specific on the time allowed for Park and Rides and she believed that time to be 72 hours.

Mayor Miller stated that they will sort all of that out when Andrea returns.

Mayor Miller stated that SKAT did not come through with the bus shelters as they said they would. The ribbon-cutting ceremony has been postponed indefinitely. He stated that once the bus shelters are in place, we will schedule the ribbon-cutting.

Cody stated that WSDOT is very interested in knowing the date for when the project will be completed including shelter.

SKAT officials let Mayor Miller know that the bus shelters will be placed in October. Cody stated that the bike racks can be put in anytime as they are going to be dead center and shelters will be placed around them.

Cody stated that there is still a question on whether we will get 1 or 2 shelters.

Corey Ruiz asked about additional funding through USDA for the Spray Park. Cody stated that there is $30,000-$50,000 available, but the applications aren’t even available until September. When Andrea returns, they will proceed.

Consent Agenda:
Town Council Minutes: August 8, 2016

Approval of Claims Checks #2829-2845

Rob Thomas made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Economic Development Commission Membership- Incompatible Office – Mayor Miller stated that there was an MRSC response in their packets. Corey stated that he understands the MRSC response to read that if the commission doesn’t fall under any of the bullet points on page 10, then it doesn’t matter. If it is just an advisory board, then it doesn’t fall under the incompatibility rule.

Marianne stated that she and Andrea had talked about this and had an idea that may resolve the problem. Marianne suggested that all public hearings go through the Planning Commission, which would remove the incompatible office issue.

Mayor Miller recommended that we could instead appoint a council member to serve as liaison on the Economic Development Commission. He believed that this would be much easier than having hearings go through the Planning Commission. Marla agreed with having a council liaison. Corey asked if the HPLC doesn’t have an incompatibility issues, then why would any other commission? Mayor Miller asked Marianne if she had an answer on why the RCW requires a council member on the HPLC and how this doesn’t fall under the incompatible rule. Marianne has not received an answer yet, but stated that the rule comes directly from the legislature.

Mayor Miller suggested that we choose 1-2 council liaisons.

Marla Reed made a motion to omit the “town official” language from the bylaws and ordinance and add “council liason(s)” language in its place. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

The Mayor appointed Corey Ruiz as one liaison for the Economic Development Commission. The council approved. Mayor Miller refrained from appointing Ginger Kyritsis until she can be present to accept or decline the position.
Ordinance 756: Proposed Ordinance states that firefighters can also be council members, but the fire chief cannot be a council member. The council directed Andrea to go ahead with the ordinance as written, with approval from David Day.
Discussion Items: None.

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Bartel: Mayor Miller reported on the email from Carl Ryder regarding Steve Bolan’s sign permit. He stated that it just came in today and that council was under no obligation to even respond to it. Marianne updated council on Steve Bolan’s request to appeal the conditions for his sign permit. She explained that she told Mr. Bolan that the permit had already been to council and conditions had already been set and that her recommendation to council would not change. Mr. Bolan had not been in to request or pay for an appeal.

Corey Ruiz commented that he felt that Mr. Ryder was commenting without coming to a meeting to see what was really going on and that he was basing his email on gossip. Corey stated that council made an informed decision with the application that was brought to council. Marianne did not believe that Mr. Bolan was going to put up the sign at this time.

Parks: Marla Reed: None 

Community Garden: Mike Bartel: Mike Bartel reported that the weeds were out of control at the garden.


Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission: Ginger Kyritsis: Mayor Miller reported that the next meeting will be in September.

Health Care: Corey Ruiz: Corey stated that he does not have anything new for health care.

Department Reports: Planning Commission/Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported that the draft of the Economic Development Plan would go to hearing on September 15, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. She stated that the Parks draft will probably not go to hearing until October. 

Marianne also updated on the Lorenzen Creek project. We got our HPA from WDFW. However, we have still not heard back from DOE. We do not know if we need a permit from DOE because they have not told us yet. At this time, we have only received a comment letter. It would be in bad form to proceed without hearing from them. However, beginning in September we may need to take action without a DOE response if we have not heard from DOE. Skagit Fisheries Enhancement has another project starting in September and if they leave with their equipment and volunteers, it will end up costing us much more using their paid staff. Our window to do the work ends October 1, 2016. Mayor Miller requested that Marianne ask DOE on a regular basis for a response.

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea was absent – Treasurer’s report is in the council packet.

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported that we will be getting 3 blowers for the WWTP on September 1, 2016. They will have a kickoff meeting at that time with installation to follow.

Rob Thomas asked Alan if there was a reason that all of the water meter boxes were lifted up on Cupples Alley. Alan stated that kids probably pulled them up and that they can just be pushed back down.

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting is scheduled for September 20 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, and is open to the public. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported that he was working on stopping a rumor that started at the Hub. The rumor was that the Town Council had voted to prohibit the American Legion color guard from marching in the Cascade Days parade. He refuted this on the Concrete and Upriver Community Facebook page and his personal page. He discussed possible circumstances for the color guard not being in the parade and stated that he is still researching what happened.

FYI – Ginger Kyritsis serving as Archaeologist – Marianne reported that when we did the monitoring for the trenching for the Park and Ride project, the written report cost more than the actual monitoring. She stated that there was no reason for that report; it was not requested by anyone. Minimal documentation is required. She stated that whomever we choose to do our monitoring, we should keep that in mind for future projects.

Announcements: None.

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Rob Thomas made a motion for adjournment at 8:15 p.m. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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