Town of Concrete

Town Council Meeting

August 8, 2016

7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Council Members: Rob Thomas, Corey Ruiz, Mike Bartel, and Marla Reed. 

Mayor Miller stated that Ginger Kyritsis is on vacation as she announced at the last council meeting. 

Corey Ruiz made a motion to excuse Ginger Kyritsis. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Staff Present: Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles. 

Audience Members Signed In: Gary Dunlap. 
Public Participation: None.
Events Application: None. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported he will have the July incident report for them at their next meeting. He also reported there is a maroon Cadillac that has been reported as being around town recently and may be causing possible issues. 

Sergeant Kading also reported there were no reported issues at the swap meet during the last weekend. Marianne stated that she spoke with George and he has two people who are helping with enforcement issues, and that they actually asked someone to leave the area. She stated it sounds like the self-policing is going to work. 

Sergeant Kading also reported there was some activity at the pawn shop recently with stolen property, but that the owners were very cooperative, had kept good records and were very forthcoming with supplying the Sheriff’s deputies with the information they needed. 
CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Mayor Miller reported that Cody is on vacation, but pay request #3 was included in their packets for the Park and Ride project. 

Andrea stated that Cody had reviewed the pay request and that it has already been sent to DOT for approval and payment. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the pay request. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda:
Town Council Minutes: July 25, 2016

Approval of Claims Checks #2796-#2828

Rob Thomas made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Agreement – Town of Concrete and Skagit County: First Street Waterline Extension: Andrea reported this is the funding agreement for the grant for this project. Mayor Miller stated the original scope will have to be reduced at some point to match the funding that was actually awarded since it is less than what was requested.

Corey Ruiz made a motion to approve the agreement. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #754 – Adding CMC 2.20 Economic Development Commission and Approval of Economic Development Commission Bylaws: Mayor Miller reported these two items basically go together. 

Rob Thomas asked how the number of commissioners was chosen. Marla Reed stated that it seems to be a large number. Mayor Miller stated that it was modeled after the HPLC membership. It was stated that this number could always be reduced at a later date if problems arise in reaching a quorum. 

Marla Reed stated there is still a word on page 3 of the bylaws that is struck through that needs to be removed. Corey Ruiz and Marla Reed questioned the statement of town officials being on the commission and that this needs to be removed from the bylaws and code section. 

Corey Ruiz made a motion to approve both the ordinance and the bylaws with the above stated corrections. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. 

Discussion ensued on how town officials or council members could be on the HPLC, but not on the Planning Commission or the Economic Development Commission. 

Marianne reported on the state requirements that were needed for when the HPLC was formed. She stated there were certain requirements that had to be followed so the town would meet the criteria for becoming a Certified Local Government. She also stated that when it was originally formed, it wasn’t necessarily a recommending body, but in the near future it may be, so this is something that needs to be researched anyway. 

Corey Ruiz withdrew his motion until the issue can be researched further. 
New Business: CDBG Superior Building Funding Agreement: Andrea reported this is the agreement for the grant funding through CDBG for the Superior Building demolition planning. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the agreement. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #755 – Budget Amendment Street: Marla Reed made a motion to approve the ordinance. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: None.

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Bartel: Mike Bartel and Mayor Miller reported there will be a debriefing meeting to discuss the fly-in event at a date not yet determined. It was stated that Mike Bartel and Marla Reed should both attend this.

Mayor Miller stated that he is going to reconnect with Darren Clarkson about the photos of the trees on the west end of the runway so that he can better determine exactly where the trees that need to be topped or removed are located. 
Parks: Marla Reed: Marla Reed reported they are discussing what to do with the equipment that was ordered for the Knott Hill Pocket Park. She stated they discussed different areas in East Concrete, the Highway Park or Veterans Memorial Park where this equipment could be installed. 

Community Garden: Mike Bartel: Mike Bartel reported the school group was at the garden again today. He also reported that the tomatoes are doing really well. Mayor Miller stated there were 4 separate groups of kids and they pulled a lot of weeds. 


Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission: Ginger Kyritsis: Marianne reported the next meeting will be held in September. 

Health Care: Corey Ruiz: Corey stated that he does not have anything new for health care.

Corey reported that the CCA had its fishing derby last week at Baker Lake. He stated approximately 60 people entered and that it had gone well and they have been invited back. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Mears Field Lots A/B: Marianne reported Chris Edwards has submitted his site plan and received his building permit. She reported that when he called for the utility locate, it was discovered there is an electrical line that runs about 9 feet inside his lots. She stated that on a 50x50 lot, this is a big deal. She stated it was discovered that the power belongs to the school. 

She stated at this point there are two options. She stated the town can shift the lots or ask the school to move the power off town property. Marianne handed out a large copy of the binding site plan for this section of the airport. She stated if the lots are shifted than an easement could be put into place for the power that is currently there and an update to the binding site plan would be needed. Discussion ensued on if the lots are shifted and the amount of room that would be between the helipad and those lots. 

Corey Ruiz stated it’s going to come down to what it is going to cost, who is going to pay for it, and what are the rules and regulations. 

Marianne stated that she will contact Barb Hawkings. 

Andrea stated that from what she had heard, this may be an old line that was put in prior to the middle school being constructed and may not be needed anymore. 

Marianne also updated on the Lorenzen Creek project. She stated most of the supplemental 

information has been submitted except for the information the town is working with Graham and Bunting to complete, and then the town will follow their recommendation. She stated all the information will be provided to DFW and DOE and to the Army Corps of Engineers if recommended by the consultant. She reported that DOE seemed pleased the town was working with Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group. She also reported the debris will be piled at the east end of Cedar Street. 

Marianne asked if DFW was going to be able to assist with the use of their staff archeologist. Mayor Miller reported that Wayne Watne is telling him that the higher ups are saying the agreement the town has with DFW was for a specific project back in the late ’90s and was not to remain in effect in perpetuity. He stated that he does not agree with that and that is not his understanding of the agreement, and he will request something in writing from them. Marianne stated that DAHP had told her that state agencies have archaeologists on staff and this is one of the things the town could ask for aside from any agreements that may or may not be in effect.


Marianne also reported that she spoke with Tuttle Engineering regarding the needed permitting for the West Main Street project. She reported that she wants to get the SEPA done and out soon on this project so that the town can determine what monitoring is going to be needed; it can be figured into the overall construction budget. 

She also reported on a phone call she received inquiring about changing the hotel on Main Street to possible apartments with the bottom being retail or an ice cream parlor-type business. She stated that she wanted to get a feel from the council on this, but stated that this is something that would be allowed by code as long as the top story was apartment and at least 50% of the bottom was some type of retail. Discussion also ensued on the old Texaco building and the interest that someone has in this building. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that she has been working on getting all the Lorenzen Creek information in before she goes on vacation. She also reported that she will not be at the next council meeting, 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Mayor Miller reported that Alan is still on vacation. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting is scheduled for August 16 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, and is open to the public. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller he recently met with Gretchen Hewitt, who is new to town and will be opening a shop where she will teach piano, guitar and singing. He reported that she will be in the building that used to be Matty’s on Main next to the Liquor store uptown. 

He also reported the new Deputy Clerk Chaun Watrous started work today and has begun training for the position. 

Mayor Miller also reported on a meeting he had with Daniel Probst, who is organizing the Mt. Baker Ultra Marathon similar to that portrayed in the movie “The Mountain Runners.” He stated right now he has a 55-mile roundtrip route developed and is currently planning the event for June 3, 2017. Mayor Miller stated there will be approximately 100 or so runners who will start the race at midnight. 

He also reported that he sits on the Sedro-Woolley Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors to represent the Upper Valley. He stated that he will be working the chamber’s beer garden at the Fair this Wednesday and Thursday as their fundraiser.

Announcements: Rob asked if Andrea had a chance to get an answer to his question. She stated that she spoke with David about this and he is looking into it. 

Andrea reported that while Rob Thomas was doing some of his online council training courses, one of the presenters made a statement that firefighters—whether volunteer or paid—cannot also be council members. Andrea stated that she can understand this for paid departments but not for volunteers, so she asked David Day to research this. She stated she reviewed the video that Rob was watching and she reported the presenter also stated the town could have an ordinance or resolution in place that would allow this. She reported that she will bring more information back once she has it. 

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Rob Thomas made a motion for adjournment at 8:23 p.m. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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