Town of Concrete

Town Council Meeting

July 25, 2016

7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Council Members: Rob Thomas, Corey Ruiz, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles and Town Engineer Cody Hart.

Audience Members Signed In: George Theodoratus and Carol Clayton. 
Public Participation: Carol Clayton – Skagit County Coalition Against Trafficking: Mayor Miller referred the council to an email from Carol Clayton that was separate from their packets. 

Carol Clayton reported that King County has just passed a law that will assist in reducing human trafficking. She stated this will cause traffickers to move their supply north and south along the 

I-5 corridor. She explained the human trafficking issues and the implementation of the Nordic Model. She also reported that the King County Prosecutor will be giving a presentation on August 23 at 9:30 a.m. at the Anacortes Public Library on the Nordic Model and how King County implemented this. She distributed her business card and stated she is hoping to get representatives from each city and town involved. 
Events Application: None. 
Special Presentations: Staff: Mayor Miller stated that we will be moving Marianne’s items up to this portion of the meeting. 

Marianne reported there was information in their packets from the Sheriff’s Office regarding some complaints at the Swap Meet. It was stated these complaints were not from this last weekend, but the previous weekend. 

Sergeant Kading reported the call came in as a general noise complaint. He stated that he has spoken with Marianne and was able to review the resolution passed by the town for the Swap Meet. He stated it would be helpful if the reporting parties could be more specific in their calls. He stated general calls are better than no call at all, but they are difficult to follow up on. Sergeant Kading stated that possible options could be that when they receive these calls, that they call George immediately or another option could be if George had a camp host-type person who could monitor the area. 

Mayor Miller stated that his issue is that we shouldn’t have to call George. He stated there are very clear parameters for when people are allowed to set up and tear down, and how many are allowed to stay overnight. He stated that when he comes home at 10:00 p.m. on a Sunday and there are three different sets of vendors that have made no attempt to tear down, then he has a problem and he will encourage the council not to continue to allow camping. 


Marianne stated that was discussed and that is an option if the complaints and issues continue. She stated this is a special circumstance and permitting that has been done to allow this to happen. She stated the permit is very specific and needs to be adhered to with the number of allowed vendor for overnight stays and they need to be respectful. Marianne stated that she likes the idea of a camp host-type role and having a point of contact onsite. 

George stated that he spoke to some of the people at the swap meet and they stated it was quiet at the swap meet, but there were some people at Loggers Landing being loud and a vehicle that drove by with its music up loud, but that the noise was not coming from the Swap Meet itself. 

George also stated that he had an additional porta-potty brought in as suggested to discourage people from using the wooded areas as a restroom. He stated that he will try to find someone who is responsible and willing to take on the camp host role. He also stated the vendors at the Swap Meet were happy to see the Sheriff’s deputies patrolling the area. 

Marla Reed asked if the form that is included in the resolution is being handed out to every vendor. George stated that each vendor fills out the form and turns it in to him signed. 

Sergeant Kading stated that he believes the camp host role will be beneficial. Marianne stated that will be helpful when there is a call because they will have someone on site to follow up with. 

Corey Ruiz stated that he agrees with Jason that some of these vendors are making no attempt to tear down on Sunday evening. He stated he has also witnessed a gentleman who has a sleeping bag and pillow set up in his horse trailer and he believes he is using that to sleep in, which is not an RV and should not be allowed. He stated that he also has taken the time out of his life to drive down there at night and has not witnessed any excessive noise or partying. 

Marla Reed stated that George needs to include on his form that vendors should be torn down and off the site by 9:30 p.m. on Sundays. 

Mears Field Lot 0 – Sign Permit: Marianne reported that she is recommending approval of this permit with the condition that the sign is not extending into the taxiway. She explained how it currently extends into the taxiway and referred to Mr. Bolan’s email stating that it conforms to town code. Marianne explained the section that Mr. Bolan states in his email refers to signs that are attached to buildings and extend out over a sidewalk or something of that nature and does not refer to freestanding signs. She stated that she is recommending approval of this sign as it is consistent with the code with the condition of the sign being completely located on the leased property. 

Rob Thomas made a motion to approve the permit as recommended by staff. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ginger Kyritsis stated for the record it appears that the personal attacks on the neighbor from those at the airport are coming primary and the issue secondary. She stated that first Mr. Bolan did what he wanted to do and when the neighbor called him on it, which he was correct, and then he came to the town for his permit. She also stated there is a support letter in the packets from David Adams who also personally attacks the gentleman who reported the violation of the lease and the town ordinance. She stated that she would rather the town not be involved in their personal squabbles and she would like to once again suggest the town turn the airport over to the Port of Skagit. 

Marianne stated that she would also like to address and clarify as a response to that letter. She stated that Mr. Bolan was not singled out and that what happened was typical of how the town does code enforcement. She stated how code enforcement is done in Concrete and across the country:

1. People bring something to our attention.

2. If we discover a violation, the town acts.

She stated that Mr. Bolan was not required to get a sign permit because his neighbor complained; he was required to get a sign permit because a permit is required for putting up a sign in town. She also stated that staff does not have anything against the airport and that everyone is treated is the same. 

Marianne stated the tone of the letter was unfortunate because staff does visit the airport to check for things and address issues as they arise, just as they do for everywhere else in town. 

Corey Ruiz stated that he wishes Mr. Adams would have attended the meeting so this could have been addressed. He stated simply put, the town does not have an interest in their squabbles and what goes on amongst them and the bottom line is the council would not be having this discussion if Mr. Bolan had gotten the permit to begin with. 

Marla Reed asked if town staff visits the airport and looks around up there, how this sign was missed. Marianne stated the town was made aware shortly after it went up. Marianne explained the process for code enforcement and stated when this particular violation was brought to the town’s attention, she was on vacation, and then Mr. Bolan was out of state, so it took a little longer to get to this point than it normally would. 

Marianne stated that she believes the relationship between the town and the airport residents has been improving and she was a little discouraged when she saw the letter from Mr. Adams. 

Mayor Miller stated that Mr. Ryder has had a hangar up there for 20–25 years and when you have someone that has a particular perception and then that perception is tweaked just a little bit, that is what they are going to talk about because that’s all they know. 

Marianne stated the town will continue to work with the airport people and improve relationships and treat them the same as anyone else in town. 

Marianne also gave a brief update on the Lorenzen Creek project and the little things that are starting to come together. She stated there is some information the town needs to get to ecology and hopefully this project will take place as scheduled. 

Back to agenda schedule: 

Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported on a question about ammo being sold at the Swap Meet and stated that this is allowed by RCW. He stated George may have his own rules for the Swap Meet, but by RCW it is allowed. 

He also reported there have been approximately 35 calls for service since the last council meeting, which has been mostly routine calls. He reported on a domestic violence incident that occurred on July 13 and the perpetrator was very intoxicated and combative. He stated that during the altercation, a deputy was injured and a window broken out of a patrol vehicle. He stated this individual is in jail and a restraining order is in effect, so he should not be returning to the area. 

Ginger stated that she spoke with some family members of the murder victim in Lyman recently and was told the family was very appreciative of the response from the Sheriff’s Office and how they handled the situation and investigation. 
CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Cody referred to the quarterly report on projects that was distributed. He reported they are finalizing items at the Park and Ride and the bathroom will be delivered this week. He stated kudos should be given to the Public Works Department for all its assistance with certain items that helped the town to save some money. He stated they are at substantial completion right now and then they will do a walk through to develop the punch list; and once the punch list items are complete, then physical completeness will be issued. He stated that he believes this project should be completely done by the end of this month. 

Cody also reported on the site visit at Silo Park for the infiltration system for the water spray park. He stated that test holes were dug and a report is being completed that will be forwarded to the Department of Health (DOH) for final approval. He stated he is hopeful that DOH will approve their proposed plan and it will be a huge cost savings for the town. 

Task Order #2016-7 – East Main Street Sidewalk Improvements Grant Application: Cody reported this is for the grant application for sidewalk improvements between the Henry Thompson Bridge and PSE Visitor center. He stated he has previously submitted this information so there is minimal work needed to update the cost estimates. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the task order. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Task Order #2016-8 – Main Street Waterline Improvements PS&E: Cody reported this is for the section of waterline between Superior Avenue and A Avenue. Andrea reported this is part of the larger water system improvement project that includes the metering and the reservoir. 

Corey Ruiz made a motion to approve the task order. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Task Order #2016-9 – 2017 Metering Improvements PS&E: Cody reported from his discussions with Alan he believes there are about 150 services that will need to be completed to go along with the meter installation. He stated that what needs to be determined is if the town is going to have the contractor install the meters, if this will be done by current staff, or if the town is going to do a temporary hire to complete this work. He stated he will develop cost estimates for each scenario so the town can decide which route to take. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the task order. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Task Order #2016-10 – South Dillard Overlay Grant Application: Cody reported this will be the overlay for South Dillard from SR 20 to Benjamin Street. He stated that after the last council meeting, he and Alan walked the site. He stated they did not witness any visual sloping or sloughing on the side of the roadway, and they believe the hump in the road is a settling issue. He stated the town could choose to have geotechnical testing and a report completed, but that is a long and costly process. He stated that if that is the option the council would like to pursue, then he would hold off on the grant application. He stated the hump can be filled in and then it will be something that the town needs to keep an eye on. He stated there are always risks with either choice. 

Corey Ruiz stated that he believes if staff has reviewed the area and there are not any visual issues along the side of the roadway, then the town should proceed with the stated fix for that section and overlay the length of the road. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the task order. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody also reported official notification from Skagit County has been received by the town for receiving $350,000 in funding for the First Street Waterline Extension. 

Consent Agenda:
Town Council Minutes: July 11, 2016

Approval of Claims Checks #2771-#2791

Rob Thomas made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group – Lorenzen Creek Fish Removal Scope and Budget: Andrea reported what is included in their packets is the scope and budget and she received the actual contract today, which is your basic contract and includes the scope and budget as an exhibit. She stated that if council approves the scope and budget, she would like the okay for the mayor to sign the contract as well. She stated that David reviewed the contract. David Day stated that he was able to review and it is sufficient for the work being completed. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Sani-Can Quotes: Discussion ensued on the previous quotes received for new Sani-Cans, as well as the cost estimates for more permanent structures. Discussion ensued on the need to have a place to store them so they don’t get damaged. Corey Ruiz also asked what type of quality are the ones stated here, and if the town buys the less expensive ones, just how long will they last. 

It was the consensus of the council to get further information on the quality of the Sani-Cans and find out if Public Works got the quotes on the slab and cover for the storage, and bring this information back to council. 
New Business: Skagit County Tax Foreclosure Cause – 7235 Franks Place: Andrea stated the town was notified of the upcoming tax foreclosure for this property because the town has a sewer lien in place on the property. She stated since the town has an interest in the property, they are given the opportunity to purchase the property prior to the foreclosure. 

Discussion ensued on what this would cost the town and the process for foreclosure. 

No action was taken by the council at this time. 

Concrete Economic Development Commission – DRAFT Bylaws and Code Section: Discussion ensued on the draft bylaws, the edited version and the draft municipal code section. 

Mayor Miller stated this was originally drafted by him and Eric Archuletta, and then it was sent to Andrea and David, who did editing before sending it back, and then he and Eric made a couple final tweaks. 

Corey Ruiz asked who the actual officers on the commission would be. Andrea stated the only officers on the commission would be the Chairman and the Chairman Pro-tem, and then there would be support staff, who would not actually be on the commission. 

Andrea stated that she will bring clean copies of the bylaws and the actual ordinance for the code section back to the council at its next meeting. She stated if there are any questions or items the council would like to see changed, to please send those to her so she can include them in the final documents if needed. 

Discussion Items: None.

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Bartel: Mike Bartel reported the fly-in was held over the weekend. He stated that he was not able to help with the tours this year. He also reported they were able to get most of the trees cut or trimmed prior to the fly-in. 

Mayor Miller described the trees that still need to be dealt with. He stated they still need to determine exactly what property those trees are located on. He reported that he and Marla did the tours and shuttles during the fly-in on Friday and Saturday. He stated these had gone really well. Mayor Miller also reported that he and Marla have some ideas for next year’s fly-in. 
Parks: Marla Reed: Marla Reed reported they ordered replacement equipment to replace an item that was broken at Silo Park. She stated they also ordered equipment for the pocket park in Mill Addition, but this is going to have to be put on hold until the town’s insurance weighs in on whether constructing a park in this area is safe. 

Community Garden: Mike Bartel: Mike Bartel reported Public Works got the wood chips pushed into a pile and it looks a lot better. Mayor Miller reported the school kids will be coming again tomorrow. He also reported on the final inspection by the USDA rep, who took a lot of pictures and was very happy with the project. 


Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission: Ginger Kyritsis: Nothing new. 

Health Care: Corey Ruiz: Corey stated that he believes the new director at SeaMar started today. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Nothing further. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported the treasurer’s report and clerk treasurer working items were included in their packets. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Mayor Miller reported that Alan is on vacation. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting is scheduled for August 16 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, and is open to the public. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported Deputy Clerk Corrina Hart has submitted her resignation effective August 31. He stated that she has accepted a full-time position with Wounded Warriors in Action. Mayor Miller stated Andrea is looking into the publication and hiring requirements, and that he, Andrea and Marla will hold interviews if necessary. 

Announcements: Ginger stated that she will not be in attendance at the next meeting. 

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Rob Thomas made a motion for adjournment at 9:07 p.m. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


