Town of Concrete

Town Council Meeting

July 11, 2016

7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Council Members: Rob Thomas, Corey Ruiz, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles and Town Engineer Cody Hart.

Audience Members Signed In: John Boggs, Bill Pfeifer, George Theodoratus, and Steve Bolan. 
Public Participation: None. 
Events Application: Cascade Days Committee – Cascade Days Festival: Mayor Miller stated they are requesting six sani-cans for the event. Mayor Miller asked Alan if the town has that many to provide. Alan stated he will have to look and see what is available. Discussion ensued on previous conversations about buying new sani-cans and where this discussion left off last year. Alan also stated that a shelter needs to be constructed to protect them from the weather and to keep them up off the ground. He stated this will help them last longer. Discussion ensued on how many to budget for and purchase per year, how many will be needed for the fly-in and the costs associated with building an actual restroom facility. 

Audience member John Boggs stated that during the fly-in, the sani-cans are all located in a row in one area so why not build a structure in that spot. Mayor Miller and Alan stated the sani-cans are placed throughout the airport during the fly-in. 

Mayor Miller stated he would like staff to get costs for new sani-cans, the structure for housing the sani-cans and costs for constructing a restroom facility. Corey Ruiz asked what it costs to maintain the sani-cans we have. Mayor Miller stated the actual costs for maintenance and cleaning is minimal. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the events application. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading stated the June incident report was included in their packets. He stated it was pretty quiet for June. He stated the 4th of July had also been quieter than previous years. He stated there had only been a total of five calls within the town limits on that night. 

Sergeant Kading reported on the data numbers they have been gathering. He stated the contract states 80 hours per week within a 10-minute response area. He reviewed a map that showed the response time area. He stated they have been able to track the hours by using the automatic vehicle locators that are installed in the deputies’ vehicles. He reported that between May 1 and May 7 they were within the response area for 144 hours and between June 1 and June 7 they were within the response area for 147 hours with 79 of those hours actually inside town limits. He stated this is a very positive reflection for the hours that are stated in the contract. This information received a great response from the council and they thanked him for the excellent data.


Sergeant Kading reported on how the maps were developed using points of data from the vehicle locators. He stated this information can also be utilized to determine the location of a particular deputy during a particular timeframe. 

Sergeant Kading stated that after seeing the actual hours, the deputies may have to spend a little more time in the higher crime areas. 

Sergeant Kading also reported they will be offering jail tours to public officials in the near future for those who would like a tour of the new jail facility. He stated actual construction should be complete by next spring. 

Marla Reed reported that summer school is in session and she has noticed a lot of speeders on State Route 20. Mayor Miller also reported they will be having middle school age children crossing the highway each Tuesday on their way to and from the community garden between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m. 
CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Cody reported on pay estimate #2 for the Park and Ride project. He stated the project should be reaching substantial completion by the end of this week. He stated they will be working on the paint striping and soils this week and it should be usable for vehicles in the next week. Cody recommended approval contingent on funding reimbursement. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody also reported on the First Street Waterline project. He stated presentations were held last week and today the town received notice they have been recommended for funding. He stated the recommended funds are less than the town requested. He stated he will discuss with the county the possibility of reducing the original scope so that it falls into the available funding amount. 
Consent Agenda:
Town Council Minutes: June 27, 2016

Approval of Claims Checks #2742-#2770

Approval of Payroll Checks

Rob Thomas made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: USDA Funding Application – I&I Repairs: Andrea reported that she had included the project narrative and summary of the funding application in their packets. She reported there is a lot more to the application, but she did not include the entire application in their packets. 

Corey Ruiz asked if this funding is all loan. Andrea reported we will not know until after the application has been reviewed. She stated it is possible that the funding could be up to 45% grant and the rest in loan. She also stated that the other option through DOE is full loan. 

Corey Ruiz made a motion to approve the funding application submittal. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2015-24 – Amended Exhibit A: Andrea referred the council to the email from WSDOT included in their packets that explained the reason for the amendment. Andrea also explained the need for the amendment. Mayor Miller asked that she explain what this was for to the new council members. Andrea reported the original resolution approved town right-of-way procedures. She stated when the town has a project such as the secondary access road, which would require right-of-way acquisition and uses WSDOT funding, then there are right-of-way procedures that need to be followed. She stated the procedures included language for allowing the clerk treasurer and the public works director authority for negotiating purchases up to a certain amount and when it would need to be brought to council for authorization. She stated that Exhibit A of the procedures listed her qualifications, but had not included Alan’s, and those are now included in the amended version. 
Corey Ruiz made a motion to approve the amended exhibit. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Lot #0 – Mears Field Sign Violation: Marianne referred the council to the staff report included in their packets. She stated the sign was installed and a complaint was received from a neighboring leaseholder. She stated that no permits had been approved for this sign. She stated that town code requires permitting and the airport lease requires prior approval from the council. She stated the sign was taken down until a decision could be made. She stated that she had requested that Carl Ryder, who submitted the complaint, send her further information regarding his complaint and she had also invited him to attend this evening’s meeting to state his concerns. She stated that he did not send in any further information and is not in attendance tonight. Marianne stated that she does not have any particular recommendation and that it is completely up to the council as to how to proceed. Marianne stated that if approval is given, then it should come in the form of a resolution. 

Ginger Kyritsis referred to Mr. Ryder’s statement of “their motto has been it’s easier to beg forgiveness that it is to get permission.” She stated that she agrees and that there has been a lot of that at the airport. She stated the town has rules in place for a reason and the airport leaseholders should have to follow the rules just like anyone else in town. She stated that a year or two ago, Mr. Bolan was also the gentleman who installed a sprinkler system without permission from the town. Ginger stated that she believes the leaseholders need to be reigned in or the town could just give the airport to the port. She stated the rules and regulations are in place for a reason and she doesn’t want to have to change or amend these every time someone does something that violates those laws. 

Corey Ruiz stated that he agrees with Ginger and they should not be just asking for forgiveness later, but also believes that when someone makes a complaint and then doesn’t respond or show up to a meeting when invited is not good either. 

Marla Reed stated the point is that Mr. Bolan made a mistake of not getting the permit prior to installing the sign. 

Mayor Miller called upon Steve Bolan. 

Steve Bolan stated that his position is that the complaint received has no merit. He stated that he has been to council on several occasions to discuss and respond to complaints made by Carl Ryder. He stated the sign is historic in nature and was from the town’s old Texaco station. He stated he installed it in his backyard. He also stated it is not commercial and poses no threat to aviation or public safety. He stated that Mr. Ryder’s complaint is full of misinformation. He stated that planes can still fit through this area. He also stated the pole the sign is attached to is an engineered pole properly designed and erected and complete with manufacturer’s data tags. He stated the pole is mounted on six inches of reinforced concrete and nothing about the sign is dangerous. He also stated that helicopters would not attempt to land in this area because there is a designated helipad. 

Mr. Bolan also stated that Mr. Ryder is not a licensed pilot or active member of the community and has not flown in years out of this airport. He stated that he is an unhappy guy who complains about manicured lawns and well-kept hangars. He stated that he has tried to reason with him in the past, but it has been 10 years of battles with him. 

Corey Ruiz asked if Mr. Bolan had read his lease and knew that a sign needed to have council approval. Mr. Bolan stated that he did not recall that particular language in the lease.

Mayor Miller stated that a lot of the problems could possibly go away if the sign were simply mounted flush to the exterior of the hangar. He stated that he believes the complaints are more toward the placement of the pole. Steve Bolan stated that this is an existing pole that has been in the same spot for seven years. 

Marla Reed stated that it comes down to a simple fact; he needs to submit a permit application. She stated that if that had been done first, we would not be at this point and the complaint would have no merit. 

David Day stated the resolution would have to include language to include the exemption from the lease requirement. Ginger Kyritsis asked if this would negate all the leases. David Day stated this would set precedent. Andrea stated that any future ones would have to come to council with a permit application and site plan. She stated this would be up to the council to approve on a case-by-case basis. Mayor Miller stated the lease language does not state that signs are not allowed, but that you have to get council approval first. 

Marianne stated the reason this came to the council before an actual permit application or resolution was developed was because the violation occurred first and the complaint was received. She stated that in the future, a person will come in, get the application and submit the required documents, and then she will bring a recommendation to the council for final approval. She stated that she did not want to start this process without first knowing if the council was going to be agreeable to signs at the airport. 

Corey stated that he doesn’t see a problem with it as long as the correct procedure is followed. Marla Reed stated that she agrees. 

Marianne stated that she will put the permit application package together and bring it back to council for their approval. 

New Business: None. 
Discussion Items: None.

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Bartel: Mike Bartel reported they are working on getting the trees topped or removed around the airport. Mayor Miller reported the trees on the east end and west ends of the airport are done. He stated they still need to determine exactly which property the trees in the flight path across Concrete-Sauk Valley Road are located on. 

Mayor Miller also reported that he spoke to Pam Garland at PSE and they are going to work on getting a bus for the fly-in to transport people from the fly-in to the Town Center. He stated that he and Mike Bartel will ride the buses and act as tour guides. Discussion ensued on good spots for drop off and pick up, and the actual tour route and historical places to talk about. 
Parks: Marla Reed: Marla Reed stated they are still working on the pocket park. She reported they took measurements to better determine what can be installed or placed there. She stated they are discussing a ½ court basketball area, four square and hopscotch. She stated they need to get prices on cement and fencing materials. 

She also reported that Cody had mentioned possible funding through USDA for parks for the water spray park. Andrea stated this would be through their Community Facilities program and not an actual parks program. 

Community Garden: Mike Bartel: Mike Bartel reported that he and his boys had done some weeding at the garden and also helped the mayor with some work on the greenhouse.

Mayor Miller reported that he was down there today working on the gazebo. He stated the underlayment is in and they are getting a lot of volunteer help, which is great. He stated they should be ready for the USDA inspection next week. 


Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission: Ginger Kyritsis: Marianne reported that Eric Archuletta is supposed to be getting her information for possible changes to the Town Center zoning. She stated that he was going to get language from 2 towns they visited for the Economic Development Plan. She also reported they have several openings on the commission. She stated they are starting to put together a local historical register and getting some historic pictures together. 

Mayor Miller reported the Economic Development Task Force will gather on July 13, at 6 p.m. at 5b’s Bakery to celebrate the completion of the plan. 

Health Care: Corey Ruiz: Corey reported there will be a new director at SeaMar soon. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne stated the Planning Commission is continuing to work on the Economic Development Element of the comp plan update and will begin on the Parks and Recreation Element soon as well. She stated that she has gotten the raw data for the traffic counts, but has not had time to review this yet. 

Marianne also reported that Marjorie Bell and her colleague have sent a lot of information to her and Andrea regarding the no smoking, no vaping in parks issue. She stated that this can be added to the town’s current park code under CMC 8.14. Discussion ensued on violations and penalties. She stated that changing the code would at least allow for some teeth when signs are installed. 

Marianne also updated the council on the Lorenzen Creek project. She stated that she issued the final SEPA determination today and it went out to the state agencies and then Andrea will have it published in the paper this Friday. She stated there is a 10-day appeal period, which will begin this Friday and then the town will be done with its permitting process. She stated the town received comments from the Department of Ecology and they are working to get them the additional information they requested. She stated they did not have any conditions, but were just asking for more information. She stated the town will need to have a wetlands determination completed, BMP’s in place and a planting plan for after project completion. She stated that if it is determined that wetlands exists, it is possible the town will have to go through the Army Corps of Engineers for permitting and this would delay the project. She also reported that she has issued a Critical Areas exemption for this project. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea asked if everyone was able to check their calendar for available dates for the budget workshops. It was suggested to hold these on September 24 and October 15, beginning at 8:00 a.m. 

Andrea reminded the council to let her know as soon as possible if they are interested in attending one of the budget workshops offered by AWC. She stated there is one in July in Tukwila and one in August in Leavenworth. 

Andrea also reported that she received a phone call from a gentleman today who was interested in leasing a lot at the airport. She reported that currently the town has two vacant lots, side by side, that she has offered to people on the waiting list and no one has been interested in leasing. She stated that she would like to be able to offer these both to this gentleman. It was the consensus of the council to allow him to lease both lots. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan referred the council to a water report he had distributed. He stated this report shows tests that have been completed on the town’s water supply. He stated there is not any lead in the town’s water. He also reported on the lead and copper testing that is also completed. He stated the report shows other items that are tested for the amounts found in the water if any. 

Mayor Miller asked for gravel to be placed to fill potholes along Ronald Avenue and Airport Way and along Thompson Avenue and Hub Alley. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting is scheduled for July 19 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, and is open to the public. He reported the foundation had a booth at Youth Activity Days this year where they offered temporary airbrush tattoos. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported on the letter that was sent to DFW requesting assistance with the Lorenzen Creek project. 

He also reported there was nice article in the Skagit Valley Herald about the town’s newly adopted Economic Development Plan. 

Announcements: None.

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Corey Ruiz made a motion for adjournment at 8:35 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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