Town of Concrete

Town Council Meeting

June 13, 2016

7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Council Members: Rob Thomas, Corey Ruiz, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter. Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles and Town Engineer Cody Hart.

Audience Members Signed In: Josh Thomas, George Theodoratus, Jack Mears, Gary Dunlap, Eric Archuletta, Marjorie Bell, Stephanie Morgareidge, Bowen Beals, Bill Pfeifer, John Boggs, Julie Hubner, Jonathon Middlemist, Erin Middlemist, and Jim Jenkins. 
Public Participation: United General District #304 – Proposal, Silo Park Tobacco- and E-Cigarette-Free: Marjorie Bell handed out documents to share with the mayor and council regarding tobacco and vaping. She reported vaping is becoming a significant health issue. She stated youth numbers are increasing for vaping. She stated that vaping devices can also be used for smoking marijuana, meth and/or heroine. She stated that since there is no smell associated with these devices, it’s hard to know what they are being used for. Marjorie stated that jurisdictions are allowed to regulate and prohibit these devices in places where kids congregate. She stated as part of this initiative, they conducted a survey throughout town. 


Bowen Beals stated that he asked how people felt about smoking and vaping in parks. He stated the feedback he received was in favor of regulating and prohibiting their use in parks. He stated he spoke with women, mothers, and school age kids and business owners. He stated that most people, no matter who they were, were in favor of regulating and prohibiting the use in parks. 

Jonathon Middlemist stated that he is a resident of Concrete and a current smoker, but he wanted to help with promoting smoke-free areas in the park. He stated the surveys he conducted were more among adults. He stated that he had many people who thought the surveys should have been completed separately for smoking and vaping. He stated that he believes they are the same since they both produce chemicals. 

Bowen Beals also spoke to the benefits of having regulation in place on smoking and vaping. He stated that changing social norms can have a positive effect on youth and have a more positive effect on their development and choices. He stated this also sets a good example for young children who are impressionable. He sated this can also assist in decreasing litter and potential fire hazard issues from discarded cigarette butts. 

Jonathon Middlemist stated that this can assist with decreasing secondhand smoke and make the town’s parks more appealing and attractive to tourists, as well as local residents. 

Marjorie Bell stated the benefits are spelled out in the survey and why they believe this is a good proposal. She stated that at this time enforcement is not their focus, but more aimed at trying to bring about a new norm. She stated that United General District 304 can assist with signage and ordinance language if needed. She also reported there will be a workshop this Thursday to discuss this topic. 

Marianne Manville-Ailles asked how they see the ordinance being addressed in the town code. Marjorie stated they have an expert they are working with on ordinance and policy language. Marianne stated that she is asking because where this is at in the code will determine how it would be enforced. She also stated that if this is to be part of the zoning code, it has to go the Department of Commerce for review and approval as well. Marianne also stated that if this is going to be more of a policy, it may not require enforcement language and it can be done through the Comprehensive Plan update as a policy within the Parks and Recreation Element. Marianne explained this process. 

Rob Thomas asked if there was a reason that this was being proposed only for Silo Park. Marjorie stated that they would actually like to see this happen in parks townwide. Rob also asked about enforcement and if it is not enforced, is this more of a symbolic gesture or what do they believe the level of effectiveness would be if the town cannot enforce? Marjorie stated what they are hoping is the community as a whole will choose to support this and lead by setting good examples. She also stated having the signage will also assist in advising visitors and community members of this. 

Corey Ruiz stated it is a good idea to keep these things out of the parks, but without some type of enforcement he does not believe it will be effective. He stated that he sees people reading signs all the time and then just ignoring what’s written. He stated that for this to really be effective, there needs to some type of enforcement. 

Marla Reed stated that she disagrees. She believes if a sign is installed with the language stating the park is smoke- and vape-free, and you have a parent there with a kid and someone else lights up a cigarette, this gives a little backbone to tell that person there is no smoking in the park. Marla stated that she believes this can still be effective without enforcement. 

Ginger Kyritsis stated that she is a smoker who does not smoke in her vehicle and she is on a long drive and sees a park and ride she would see this as a place to stop and have a cigarette. She stated that she does not want to limit the town’s basis of support and believes that only 35 completed surveys is not enough to make a decision. She understands that smoking is bad and would hope that people would have the manners to not smoke near children or at the playground. She believes you may only find a handful of adults and kids who would actually ask another adult to put out their cigarette. 

Marjorie stated that she is not fully aware of what the town’s process will be for this, but she thanked the mayor and council for their time. 

Rob Thomas asked what a sign of this nature would look like and say. Marjorie stated there are some examples in the packet of information she handed out. She stated there are many variations and examples can also be found online. 

Audience member John Boggs stated that isn’t smoking and vaping the same thing according to Washington State when it comes to regulating and prohibiting. Marjorie stated there are new regulations that the state has just passed. Mayor Miller stated that can be found under ESSB 6328. 

Rob Thomas asked Mayor Miller what is being asked of the council tonight. Mayor Miller stated there are some questions that Marianne brought up and he believes at this point he would like to hear if the council would like to keep moving forward or not consider doing this at all. He stated that if the council wants to move forward, then further research will need to be done. 

Marla stated that she believes it is a good idea. She stated every little bit the town can do can help to change the mindset of kids. 

Rob Thomas asked the mayor, are you looking for a motion to move forward so that the town can gain additional information, especially on items that Marianne discussed?

Marla Reed made a motion to investigate further and look at the differences between making it a policy and making it an ordinance. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. 

Corey Ruiz stated that he believes this is a good idea, but still also believes that there needs to be some type of enforcement. 


Ginger Kyritsis stated that she would rather see a sign that says something like “little lungs at work.” She stated that she cannot see having the deputies enforcing this. 

Marianne asked Corey what he believes enforcement would look like. She asked if the town is going to hire someone to write citations for smoking, she stated that seems unrealistic and does not believe this is something we want the deputies to be focusing on either. 

Mike Bartel stated that he would like to have more research done as well. 

The motion carried unanimously. 

Marjorie stated they have more surveys coming and thanked the council for its time this evening. 
Events Application: NC Vintage Aero Museum: Concrete Old Fashioned Fly-In: Julie Hubner stated that she is a pilot and flight instructor and has been tasked with being in charge of organizing the fly-in this year. She stated the fly-in is actually a town event but the museum is a participant. She stated the event is very well attended and popular among pilots. She stated for the most part the event will be held the same as in past years except the Grassmere Fire Department will putting on a breakfast on Saturday as a fundraiser for its scholarship program and there will also be a beer garden. 

Andrea Fichter stated that she was not notified there would be a beer garden and she will need to contact the insurance company to get this added to the event. 

Julie stated she is very excited with the participation levels through the Chamber of Commerce, the council, and assistance with the social media aspect. She stated that one item she wanted to discuss was the event application and that with this being an actual town event, she was not completely sure how this form should be filled out. 

Discussion ensued regarding who the actual responsible party would be and who is in charge of organizing the event. It was stated the application could use some updating so that it is specific as to who is responsible for organizing and who is sponsoring the event itself. It was stated that Jack Mears, who has a volunteer agreement in place with the town, should be listed as an organizer so the town still has someone involved in that process. 

It was stated the events application should list the town as the sponsoring/responsible party and then list Jack Mears and Julie Hubner as the organizers. 

Rob Thomas made a motion to approve the events application. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Concrete Chamber of Commerce – Fourth of July Parade: Mayor Miller stated this looks to be the same as previous years and explained the route of the parade. 

Rob Thomas made a motion to approve the application. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported the May incident report was pretty standard. He stated there were domestic disturbances which are more common for the beginning of summer. He also reported the deputies have been able to make a few warrant arrests since there has been some room in the jail recently. He also reported on two separate drug busts that occurred last week with 12 law enforcement officers at one location and 7 law enforcement officers at the other location. He stated there were arrests made on several felony charges at both locations. He stated there were a lot of people and law enforcement agencies involved, and these were big arrests for this area. This announcement met with applause from the audience, who also wanted to thank all law enforcement involved. 

Sergeant Kading also reported he is working on numbers for the in-town hours documentation, but will need at least another 30 days to get solid numbers. 
CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Cody reported on the first pay requests for the Park and Ride project. He stated the contractor had a few delays with some materials not being available, but that since the project started early they will be back on schedule probably by the end of the week. He stated this pay request is for work completed. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the pay request. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody also reported it is grant application season again. He stated that TIB will be making a site visit to discuss potential projects. He also stated the Skagit County Economic Development funding program will begin its evaluation process soon for the First Street Waterline grant application that was submitted by the town. 

Cody also reported on the Department of Transportation chip seal program, which will begin this summer. He stated they are reevaluating their coordination process with towns and cities throughout Eastern Skagit County along the SR20 corridor. He asked the council to review the event dates in the email provided and let him know if there are any other event dates that they would like DOT to be aware of. 
Consent Agenda:
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Approval of Claims Checks #2680-#2718

Approval of Payroll Checks

Rob Thomas made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: None. 
New Business: USDA Funding Application – Public Works Equipment: Andrea reported this is the same funding program the town has received funding from for the purchase of fire department equipment and the improvements to the community garden. She stated if the town receives the funding, it would be used to purchase a new backhoe. She stated there is a matching requirement and the town may responsible for up to $10,000. 

Corey Ruiz made a motion to approve the funding application. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Elect Mayor Pro-Tem: Andrea stated that currently Ginger Kyritsis is the Mayor Pro-Tem. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a nomination for Marla Reed. Marla Reed declined and nominated Ginger Kyritsis. Rob Thomas seconded the nomination. The nomination carried unanimously. 

PSE Conservation Grant Agreement: Andrea updated the council on this agreement and stated this is in conjunction with the funding from TIB for the street light LED upgrades. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the agreement. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resource Solutions Agreement – FEMA Grant Application: Andrea Fichter reported this is Michelle Mazzola’s company who was the grant writer for the CDBG funding the town received for the Fire and Life Safety Facility. She stated this application would be for turnout gear for the fire department, which can be quite expensive. She also stated this agreement is for an amount not to exceed $3,500.00 and that she will be working with Michelle and getting her whatever information she can to assist with the application. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the agreement. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: None.

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Bartel: Mike stated that Gary Dunlap is still moving along with his hangar, which is a nice-looking metal building. He also stated they had a meeting regarding the need to top the trees on the east and west ends of the airport. Mayor Miller stated that this is in the works and will be completed by the fly-in. 

Parks: Marla Reed: Marla reported the committee met this evening. She stated on June 27 at 6 p.m. they will hold an open house and invite residents from the Mill Addition area to discuss ideas for the pocket park in their neighborhood. Discussion ensued on the flyers that are needed. Andrea will work on these and have them ready by the end of the week. 

Community Garden: Mike Bartel: Mayor Miller reported the final inspection for the USDA grant funding that was received will take place on July 18. 


HPLC and Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: Ginger reported the HPLC will meet tomorrow night at 6 p.m. at Town Hall. Ginger turned to Mayor Miller and Eric Archuletta for an update on the EDTF. 

Mayor Miller distributed the Economic Development Plan that was developed by the EDTF. He stated this is two years of work with monthly meetings and lots and lots of ideas that have been put into this document. 

Eric Archuletta stated that this document is two years worth of work by the EDTF members, discussions, research and results from workshops as well. He stated that three communnities were visited as well, who had been successful in economic development and historic preservation. He stated he spoke with council members and community members from these places. He stated they discussed what they did and what was successful. Eric reviewed how this group got started and how the information was developed into document form. He stated that he shared this document with one of the other communities and was told this was the best plan they had seen and that it had a lot of great and unique ideas. 

Mayor Miller asked that the council review this document over the next two weeks and bring back any comments or suggested changes. He stated Andrea is drafting a resolution for council consideration for adopting this document as a standalone document at the June 27 council meeting. He stated it will then also be incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan update. 

John Boggs requested that Andrea put this plan on the town’s website. 

Health Care: Corey Ruiz: Corey stated he did not have anything to report tonight. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne stated the Planning Commission will continue to work on the parks element and economic development element. She stated that she will share the Economic Development Plan with the Planning Commission and the HPLC this week. She explained how the Comprehensive Plan will reflect the information and will become an appendix within the comp plan. She stated the comp plan will be a living document with many different appendices. She stated that she will continue to work with Marla on the parks element to get all this information incorporated into the comp plan. She stated they will continue to work on the economic development and transportation elements as well. She stated they are currently on track to have the comp plan update completed this year. She stated they will also need to work on getting the critical areas ordinance and the sign code updated. 


Marianne reported that Chris Edwards has turned in his building permit application for his two airport lots and she has also been speaking with Jay Welch’s engineer on the plans for his lots. 

She also reported that she has been in contact with the Eagles Nest owner, who is close to completing the items that were required to get the RV portion of the business open. She stated that he has stated he will be contacting the town soon to finalize those items. She also stated that she has talked to several people recently who are showing an interest in purchasing this property. 

Marianne also updated on a sign violation that has occurred at the airport. She stated that the sign was installed without permits or approval from the town. She stated the lot leaseholder has been asked to take the sign down until this can be discussed by council at its first meeting in July. She asked that the council start thinking about signs and what it wants to see at the airport and throughout town so we can get an idea of which direction the town should go when this and the sign code are discussed. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea stated the May Treasurer’s report and working items were included in their packets and that most everything else she had for this evening has already been discussed. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan stated that everything is moving along and he has no concerns at this time regarding the Park and Ride project. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting is scheduled for June 21 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, and is open to the public. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported on the AWC Conference being held in Everett next week. Andrea Fichter stated that she has already registered the mayor for this conference, which was free with a scholarship from AWC. She stated the question is with the new wording in the code for the mayor’s salary, the mileage reimbursement would not qualify, so she is asking for council approval to reimburse the mayor for mileage to drive to this conference. She stated it is a three-day conference and would amount to $221.31, which is inexpensive considering there is no hotel or registration costs on top of that amount. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve a maximum of $221.31 reimbursement for mileage. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor Miller reported the Lorenzen Creek project is finally moving forward. He stated this will happen with assistance from Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group, as well as volunteers. He stated this project will occur in and around Lorenzen Creek from South Superior Avenue to South Park Avenue in August. Marianne stated that she has started the SEPA process and just wanted to make sure the town accounts for possible cultural resources monitoring if requested by the tribes. 
Announcements: Mayor Miller congratulated those athletes who got to compete in the State competition this year for track and softball. 

He also announced there are new owners of the building where the Washington Café had been located. He stated the business is used and rare coins and possibly antiques. 

Mayor Miller also reported on Population Health Trust and the meeting held today that had focused on recreation and tourism. He stated they are doing research on recreation and tourism in many different cities and town throughout Skagit County. 

Audience member John Boggs asked about the meeting that is taking place in Bellingham on the 21st. Mayor Miller stated there is a public meeting being held on guide services on that date, but it conflicts with the Imagine Concrete meeting so he is not sure if he will be able to attend or not. 

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Corey Ruiz made a motion for adjournment at 8:48 p.m. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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