Town of Concrete

Town Council Meeting

April 25, 2016

7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Council Members: Rob Thomas, Corey Ruiz, Mike Bartel, and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Mayor Miller reported that Marla Reed had knee surgery today. Corey Ruiz made a motion to excuse Marla. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Staff Present: Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Attorney David Day, Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles and Town Engineer Cody Hart.

Audience Members Signed In: Bill and Leatha Sullivan, George Theodoratus, Brooke Pederson, Marjorie Bell, Don Payne and Doug Ide. 
Public Participation: Brooke Pederson – Cache in Concrete, Library Board Building Update: Brooke reported on a logo design contest that was held for the new library cards. She reported that Emily Bridge and Athena Hornsby were the winners and showed the council the designs. She reported the library had also received a donation of sports equipment from the Girl Scouts that will be available for checkout. 

Brooke reported this will be the second year for Cache in Concrete. She stated this is basically a treasure hunt with 10 different locations throughout town. She stated the maps will include riddles and historical data that can be used when searching for the treasures. She stated they have received overwhelming support from the local businesses and community. Andrea Fichter suggested that she let Public Works know where these will be located so they do not remove them or damage them while weed eating or mowing. Brooke requested the support of the council. It was the consensus of the council to support this activity and to allow “treasures” to be hidden on town-owned property. 

Brooke also reported the library board is still moving forward on its new building, but they are doing some reevaluating and further research into site development costs for the original site, as well as some other possible sites. 

Marjorie Bell – Kettering Foundation Learning Exchange Project – Identification of Community Issues: Marjorie stated that she works for United General District 304 and participates in many different programs throughout town and the community. She updated the council on this particular program. She stated with this program they will work with the community to gather information and identify key issues. She asked the council what they believe are key concerns for the community. 

Corey Ruiz stated that first he believes there is a drug issue in the community. He stated that secondly, community awareness of the health care and insurance availability options. 

Ginger Kyritsis stated that unemployment rates are a concern. 

Mayor Miller stated that he believes that the lack of a qualified workforce is also a concern. 

Corey Ruiz stated that lack of affordable housing in the area. Mayor Miller added homelessness. 

Audience member Bill Sullivan stated reductions in nursing services and other health services in the county are a concern. 

Marjorie asked what about these issues bothers them the most. 

Ginger Kyritsis reported on an incident that occurred at her home last week. She stated personal contact with people on drugs and feeling helpless and frightened when there’s nothing you can do. 

Corey Ruiz stated the lack of community knowledge about offered and available services.

Mayor Miller stated that most of these issues bother him. He stated each of these issues is a weak link in the chain and make it difficult for the community to thrive and grow. 

Marjorie asked what concerns do your friends and family talk about when it comes to these issues. 

Mike Bartel stated he believes there is a lack of youth engagement and there needs to be more to engage the youth and more youth-oriented programs offered. 

Marjorie Bell stated that she will leave a stack of business cards with her contact information for anyone who would like to comment further by phone call or email. 

She thanked the mayor and council for their time. 
Events Application: None. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported on an incident that occurred on Friday evening, where an individual came to the office to turn himself in and when put in the back of the cop car, proceeded to kick out the door and window of the vehicle. 

Sergeant Kading stated the March incident report is included in their packets. He stated there have been approximately 25 calls since the last council meeting. He stated they are beginning to get ready for the Youth Activity Day Event. 

Mayor Miller asked about the death on the incident report. Sergeant Kading stated that he believes this was at Evergreen Manor and the person was deceased when the ambulance arrived. 


He also reported there is a new drug being used called phentanyl that people are mixing with heroin. 
CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Task Order 2016-05 – Park and Ride Construction Management: Cody reported on the task order and the scope of work associated with the completion of the park and ride construction. It was stated these costs will be reimbursed under the grant funding. 

Corey Ruiz made a motion to approve the task order. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Park and Ride Bid Tab and Recommendation to Award: Cody reviewed the certified bid tab with the council. He stated that Bianchi Construction was the low bidder. He stated they are a DBE and not included on the Excluded Parties list. He stated that he is recommending award contingent on funding source approval. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the award. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Task Order 2016-6 – Restroom Construction Management: Cody reported this task order is for the construction management for the restroom at Silo Park. He stated this will involve minimal coordination and oversight for the utilities, plumbing and restroom installation. 

Rob Thomas made a motion to approve the task order. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody also reported the town did not receive the funding through RCO for the climbing wall. He stated the town was ranked lower than the available funding limits. 

He also reported the town should be receiving notification for the I&I funding where it looks like the town should be receiving approximately $600,000 in grant funding and the remaining estimated amount of $300,000 in a low rate loan. Andrea stated that she will research other possible funding for the loan portion. 

Consent Agenda:
Town Council Minutes: April 11, 2016

Approval of Claims Checks #2610-#2624

Rob Thomas made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Cory Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Cement City Swap Meet – Resolution #2016-07: Marianne handed out a list of questions and concerns that George had submitted: 

She stated the first item is regarding the construction of a small building so the business license requirements do not have to be reviewed each year. She stated this building would have to big enough to house all the vendors because outdoor sales are not allowed in this zone. 

The next item is vendors being able to stay overnight in their vehicles for security of their items and that George does not believe this would be considered camping. Marianne stated that allowing people to sleep in their cars overnight would probably not be a good option. 

Marianne stated the next item is that George wanted changes made to the current resolution that would include language regarding working toward a permanent solution. She stated that she has provided a second resolution that can be discussed later. 

She stated the next item is that George is concerned about the business license having to be approved on an annual basis. She stated it is not the business license that is being reviewed, but the conditions stated in the resolution that can be reviewed and changed annually if needed. 

Marianne stated the next item is a question George has about whether or not other businesses are required to have stated mandatory hours and days for operation. She stated that if it is a temporary business, like the swap meet, then yes, it would have the hours and days of operation stated. 

She reported that George’s next concern is how the town handles complaints regarding the swap meet. She stated this is how the town handles all complaints and that if this is something George is interested in seeing changed, then it should be discussed as a separate issue on a different night. 

Marianne stated the next item is George’s responsibility of collecting and listing of UBI numbers for the vendors. She stated that she researched this with the Department of Revenue and believes that as long as the vendors are made aware of their responsibility for reporting to the Department of Revenue when they fill out the vendor application, then George does not have to collect the UBIs for each vendor. She recommended making a change to Exhibit B for the Vendor Application and remove the line that requests the vendor’s UBI. 

Mayor Miller noted changes and additions to Exhibit A to add clarification. He stated clarification is needed in the section for set up and sales on Thursdays, allowed days and nights for overnight camping, and also the times that clean-up and move-out will occur by. 

Marianne requested approval of the resolution with the noted changes. 

Corey Ruiz stated that he believes the resolution is fair. 

Corey Ruiz made a motion to approve the resolution. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. 

George Theodoratus stated that he hopes his list of concerns and questions will stimulate the council to think further about them. He stated his concern is for the future, if the mayor, staff or council changes and new members want to have more changes, since this is being approved as a temporary use. He stated he wants to keep working with the town toward a permanent solution. He stated that he also has concerns regarding town complaints and them not being stated as resolved. 

With no further discussion from council, Mayor Miller called for final approval or opposition to the motion for approval. The original motion carried unanimously. 

Marianne discussed Resolution 2016-8. She stated this will allow for the town and George to continue to work on making the swap meet a permanent, full-time business instead of temporary or seasonal. 

Mayor Miller asked what the difference between allowed uses and conditional uses are. Marianne explained the language within the code and the intent of the code section for commercial and light commercial industrial. 

Corey Ruiz stated that he believes this could be set up to have multiple uses if a building is constructed that could be used all year for other business and still be used for the swap meet as well. 

Corey Ruiz made a motion to approve Resolution 2016-8. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. 


Ginger Kyritsis stated that George has gotten what he wanted out of the first resolution and she believes the council has discussed this over and over and has spent a lot of time and effort on this issue. She stated that George needs to bring in an actual plan and have something in writing before coming to the council again. She stated she does not believe this second resolution is necessary. 

The original motion to approve Resolution 2016-8 carried with Ginger Kyritsis opposed. 

Glaser Property Swap Proposal – Appraisal Quotes: Andrea reviewed the quotes received and the different costs and time frames for completion. 

Discussion ensued regarding the differences in costs and time frames. It was stated that Don Anderson Appraisals quote is much less than the other quotes received. 

Audience member Doug Ide, a real estate agent, reported on how most appraisals are completed and that most companies charge whatever they believe is fair to complete the request. 

It was the consensus of the council to gather information on Mount Appraisal Group, Gustafson and Associates, and Don Anderson Appraisals, and to contact Don Anderson to ensure he is aware of the type of appraisal being requested. 
New Business: None. 
Discussion Items: None.

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Bartel: Mike reported that Gary Dunlap is continuing to work on his hangar. He also stated that it has been otherwise quiet at the airport. 

Mayor Miller reported on a phone message he received from Dave Adams stating he had concern. Mayor Miller stated that he believes this may be regarding trees in the flight line at the west end of the airport. He stated he believes these trees are located on private property. 

Discussion ensued on aviation easements and the need to begin discussions with the property owners. It was also stated to research FAA rules to see what they have in place for this issue. 

Andrea Fichter will research who owns the properties in question. 
Parks: Marla Reed: Mayor Miller reported Public Works completed the installation of the climbing dome at Silo Park with the help of himself and Tom Jones. 

Community Garden: Mike Bartel: Mike reported weeds are growing and the garden is need of some TLC. 


HPLC and Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: Ginger reported the HPLC will be meeting in June. Mayor Miller stated the EDTF will meet on May 11 at 6 pm at 5B’s. He stated that he and Eric Archuletta have been having long, extensive conversations on all the topics and ideas that have been discussed and are getting those into a document to present at the next meeting. 

Health Care: Corey Ruiz: Corey reported he has heard that SeaMar may be hosting a homeless luncheon sometime in May. Mayor Miller stated that he heard it was a community-type luncheon. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported the HPLC will be meeting in June. She stated they will be discussing the need for development occurring in the Town Center being reviewed by the HPLC prior to going to council. 

She reported the library is looking at a number of different sites in the Town Center and that these sites would require them to meet certain design standards. She stated they are currently doing a lot of homework and looking into the issues for each site. She stated that no matter the route they choose, site development will be expensive. 

Marianne also reported on the traffic counts that should be completed this week. She stated there was one traffic tube that was messed with on North Superior. She stated this is very unfortunate, because these numbers are going to be very helpful in completing the Transportation section of the Comp Plan update. She stated these were also provided to the town free of charge for town use and to have people messing with them is very frustrating. 

Marianne also reported that Jay Welch has suggested a change to his site plan for his lots at the airport. She stated he has scaled it back and will now only be using 2 lots instead of 3. She stated they will have to make an amendment to the resolution that had previously approved his site plan to include this change. 

Marianne reported that she is coordinating with the cultural resources company for work during the park and ride project. She stated that she has spoken with Scott Schuyler at the Upper Skagit Tribe and is working closely with them as well to get this completed. 

Marianne reported that she will be having surgery and will be out of the office between May 9 and May 23. 

She stated that she has good leads for completing the Parks and Recreation section of the Comp Plan update. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that after the last meeting and with further thought, the town will not be able to pay Reichhardt & Ebe the reduced invoice cost. She stated that if R&E wanted to reduce the invoice amount, the town would still be responsible for paying the matching portion and would not be able to pay only the federal portion. It was the consensus of the council to pay the invoice in full. 

Andrea reported on the airport waiting list and the procedures she uses for when vacant lots become available. She stated at this time there are two side-by-side lots that are available and most people on the waiting list are requesting specific numbered lots. She stated that she has one gentleman who is requesting a 100X100 lot and requested that she be able to offer both lots to him since no one else on the list was requesting these particular lots. It was the consensus of the council to move forward with the offer. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Mayor Miller stated that Alan has been out sick since last week and asked everyone to keep him in their thoughts. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting is scheduled for May 16 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, and is open to the public. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported that he, Eric Archuletta, and Stephanie Morgareidge worked with the local Brownie Troop on cleaning the safety monument, and Eric explained to them the historical significance of this structure. 

He also reported that last Saturday, he and many other volunteers had a work party to build a school garden. He stated it was a combined effort between the school, the Farm to School program, and a Leadership Skagit team named “Butterfly Effect.” He also stated that Robert and Jennie Goforth from Finney Farm were there to volunteer and offer their assistance as gardeners/farmers, which was greatly appreciated. 
Announcements: Mayor Miller announced there will be a community meeting on May 18 at 5:30 p.m. at the Concrete Center, where numerous different county departments will have representatives attending so that most questions from residents on any given topic may be addressed. 

He also announced there will be a Friends of Concrete Trails logo contest being offered for school-age children. 

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Corey Ruiz made a motion for adjournment at 8:30 p.m. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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