Town of Concrete
Workshop: Skagit River Gene Bank Designation

 March 28, 2016

 
6:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. 

 

Council Members Present: Rob Thomas, Corey Ruiz, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter. 

Signed In: Nick Chambers, Mike Crewson, Done Pflug, George Theodoratus, Bill Pfeifer, Don Payne, Bill Reinard, and Mike Middling. 
Agenda Item: Skagit River Gene Bank Designation: Mayor Miller reported there is a full line-up this evening. Each speaker will be given approximately 10 minutes for their presentations. He stated this will allow for approximately 10 minutes at the end of the meeting for public comment and council deliberation. 

Speakers: Dave Pflug – Seattle City Light, Fisheries Scientist: Dave thanked the council for the invitation to speak here tonight. He reported that he has worked on the Skagit River for over three decades. He stated that he was one of the main authors on a report that was completed in March of 2013. 
Dave reviewed a PowerPoint presentation and discussed the Skagit River steelhead and the number of different reasons that steelhead are not doing well and that hatcheries are just one of the many causes. 

He reported there are a number of activities being completed on the Skagit, such as research, recovery, mitigation and hatcheries. He reported on different rivers in the region, as well as the Sauk and Skagit Rivers. He stated he is not here this evening to give an opinion either for or against hatcheries, but that he is here tonight to discuss the science and the research that has been completed so far. 

Dave reported on genetics and the differences between different fish in rivers and in creeks. He stated that over time, the populations blend and genetics become similar. He also stated that hatchery fish are not supposed to spawn outside of their hatcheries, but the Marblemount fish have been doing this and steelhead can spawn several times, unlike salmon. 

He also reviewed numbers that show a decline in wild steelhead between 1978 and 2007. He stated the more hatchery smolts that are released, the more the wild fish decline. He discussed gene banking and the outcome percentages of each river for the rivers selected for gene banking on the Sauk and Skagit. He stated the best alternative would be both the Sauk and Skagit and not one or the other and definitely not neither. 

Nick Chambers – Trout Unlimited: Nick provided a handout to the council members. He thanked the council for allowing him to speak this evening. He stated there are many reasons for their (Trout Unlimited) support. He referred to the handout he provided and discussed how they are involved in a lot of restoration projects. He discussed different information and numbers for hatcheries. He also discussed different options for wild breed stock programs and other programs that have been researched or implemented. He also discussed other programs that have been tried and have failed. 

Nick also discussed a survey that was completed by Trout Unlimited for anglers. He also discussed an event that will be held at the end of April that will allow for anglers to protest peacefully and have their opinions heard. He stated that whatever the decision is, it needs to focus on the future and not just short-term fixes. 

Peter Souverel – The Conservation Angler: Peter thanked the council for allowing him to present and also for listening to all the different views on this subject. 

Peter discussed a study that he was involved in and stated the Skagit River is already a gene bank and will be for the next ten years. He stated the Skagit River is not as productive as it has been in the past and wants the council to think about the productivity and how it could increase in the future. He stated other places can be used as comparisons in favor of the wild gene bank designation. He stated one of the things that needs to be paid attention to is fish passage. 

Peter also discussed other rivers and how their wild runs have increased. He stated that National Marine Services has identified hatcheries as being number one is how harmful they are to wild fish. He stated hatcheries are harmful to the wild fish population.

He stated that most of his issues are with NOAA and how it has dragged its heals in approving necessary rules and regulations for these rivers. He stated it is his belief the Skagit and its tributaries should remain as a wild gene bank.

Audience member Mike Crewson asked for an explanation on slides that his name was listed on and for clarification in some of the wording. Peter provided explanation and clarification. 

Kurt Beardsley, Wild Fish Conservancy: Kurt played a short video for the council on wild and hatchery trout in Montana. The video reviewed the increase in fish population for Montana Rivers since they completed the removal of hatcheries and how the wild fish population has increased. 

Kurt stated that he has been with Wild Fish Conservancy for 27 years. He stated that he is not saying that steelhead and trout are the same, but that they are definitely similar. He stated the Skagit has quality habitat and would benefit from a wild steelhead population. 
Mike Crewson, Tulalip Indian Tribe: Mike stated that he is also part of the salmonid enhancement group. He discussed the importance of hatcheries to tribal and recreational fisheries. He also discussed a settlement agreement that was approved where the tribes were not consulted. He stated this is a co-management state and the state and tribes must agree. 

He stated the climate changes have decreased habitat and this also contributes to the decline of the wild fish population. He stated the co-management process involves agreement by the tribes for harvest, hatcheries and habitat. He stated for hatcheries to be successful they need to have good habitat. He stated that none of the tribes are in support of the wild stock gene bank designation. 

Mike also discussed some of the science that has been used during research and some that was discussed this evening that he believes is untrue. He stated that he believes some of the untrue information was released intentionally to mislead the end result. He discussed different research projects that have been completed and other rivers that have had similar research completed. He stated that he believes there is a common environmental item that is resulting in the decline of the wild population and that is not the hatcheries that are to blame. He also discussed productivity trends and stated that 23 other rivers are seeing the same patterns. 

It was the consensus of the council to bring back the town’s original resolution on this topic as well as resolutions from other towns and cities for further review at its next meeting. 
Meeting adjourned at 6:59 p.m.

_________________________ 

_______________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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