Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

February 22, 2016
7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Council Members: Rob Thomas, Corey Ruiz, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles and Town Engineer Cody Hart.

Audience Members Signed In: Gail Boggs (CHMA), Brooke Pederson and Bill Pfeifer. 

Events Application: None. 
Public Participation: Upper Skagit Library, Brooke Pederson: 2015 Review and Update on Town Annexation: Brooke provided a brief update on the annexation of the town into the library district. She reported that since November 24, 93 people were issued library cards, with 53 of those being brand-new cards. She also reported that of the 53 new cards, 28 were given to children. She reported on the materials provided in the council packets regarding their strategic plan, statistics and items of top circulation. She also reported they are moving forward on the building project. Brooke also reported the Upper Skagit Library District is the only district in Skagit County where every child is eligible for a library card. She also reported on an upcoming fundraising event on March 5 called Frozen in Concrete. 

Brooke also shared a couple service stories. She reported on a woman who was scheduled for an online interview, but her power had gone out. She came to the library and was able to complete her online interview there. She also reported on a man who needed assistance with setting up a new laptop and he was able to receive that service at the library. 

Special Presentations: Main Street Improvement Project – Consultant Selection: Mayor Miller announced this part of the meeting will be held in Executive Session to discuss and interview consultants for the Main Street Improvement Project. 

Mayor Miller called for a 45-minute executive session beginning at 7:05 to review consultant selection for a publicly bid contract pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(d). Staff and consultants, one at a time, were invited to the executive session. 

Mayor Miller announced the executive session will be extended till 8:00 p.m. Mayor Miller announced the executive session will be extended again until 8:10 p.m.

Mayor Miller reconvened at 8:15 p.m.
Mayor Miller asked the council if they would like to make a decision this evening on the consultant selection or wait until a future meeting. 


Corey Ruiz made a motion to approve CRH Engineering for the consultant selection. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported the January incident report is included in their packets. He stated there is not a lot to report, with only 47 calls for the month of January. He stated he is working with Em at 5b’s on a possible security issue they are having. He also reported the ATM bandits that were located by Deputy Marlow and Deputy Harrison will remain in jail on $100,000 bail. 

CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Cody reported on the Park and Ride public meeting that was held last week. He reported there were a few attendees and it had gone well. He also reported the SEPA and Cultural Resources process has begun and he is hoping to go to bid by the middle to the end of March. 

He also reported that he received confirmation from CDGB that the demolition of the Superior Building is eligible for the planning-only grant funding. 

Cody also reported the RCO grant for the bouldering wall was submitted. He stated this will be a very nice program if the town receives the funding. He stated there will be 3-4 clinics held during the summer that will focus on health, fitness, outdoor activity and education. He reported the town should know if they will get the funding in the next 5-6 weeks. 

He also reported the water spray project is on hold until the funding is finalized. He stated right now the town has requested the funding be moved from the RCO program and be funded through the state legislature’s capital budget. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: February 8, 2016

· Approval of Claims Checks #2485-#2509

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None
Old Business: None. 
New Business: Transportation Improvement Board – Street Light Conversion: Andrea reported on the process for the street light conversions. She stated this is being funded through TIB, with PSE performing the work. This will be at no cost to the town unless there are other items added that are not included in the funding. 

Corey Ruiz made a motion to approve the TIB agreement. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Interlocal Agreement – Skagit County: Main Street Road and Pedestrian Improvement Project: Andrea reported this is basically the same agreement the town did with the county for the Secondary Access project. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the agreement. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Airport Lease, Lot #40 – June Moore: Andrea reported this is the lease for lot #40 that Gary Dunlap returned to the town. 


Corey Ruiz asked if June Moore already has a lease for lot #39. Andrea reported that June currently has leases for lots #38 and #39. She stated that June just received the lease for lot #38 at the end of last year. She reported that her and her husband also have the lease for Lot #5 which has a hangar. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the lease. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building – Nothing new. 

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Bartel: Mike Bartel reported he and his boys took a walk up to the airport last week and things are pretty quiet right now. Andrea reported that she has started the paperwork for the fly-in insurance, but needs the actual dates of the event. Mayor Miller stated the event will take place July 22-July 24, 2016. 
Parks: Marla Reed: Marla Reed reported there is nothing new to report at this time. 

Community Garden: Mike Bartel: Mike Bartel reported there is nothing new to report at this time. 


Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: Ginger reported the next meeting will be March 9 at 5b’s at 6:00 p.m.

Corey Ruiz requested to add an item to this portion of the meeting. Corey read from a memo he provided regarding healthcare information from the local clinic. He stated that he feels the council should be receiving a monthly health care report. Marla Reed asked what information this type of report would provide. 

Corey stated the report would provide information on the types of services that are available in the community. He stated he would touch base with Sunrise Services, Seamar, the dentist and the resource center to get information on what health care services are being offered and are available within the community. He stated he feels this is important information the council should be aware of and expressed the importance of getting the information out to the public. 

It was the consensus of the council to add this item under the council reports section of the council agenda. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported that she met with the Upper Skagit Library team last week to discuss their plans for their building concept and site. She stated there was some information that she needed to get from Alan and Cody so she could forward that to them, which she believes she has now. She stated there was one thing that came up during the conversation and that is, that on the west end of the property there may be some issues regarding a property owner that may be encroaching on the property that the library has been given. She stated their lawyer wanted to possibly deed a portion of their property to the town. Marianne stated this is not a good option because it basically makes their problem our problem. She stated an option is to vacate that portion of right-of-way and allow the current property owners to continue to use that property. 

She also reported on the permitting, SEPA and cultural resources review for the Spray Park and Park and Ride projects. She stated it made sense to do these together. She stated that brings the town to an issue at hand. She stated the tribes are now saying there was a historical village in this area and had asked the town to complete a cultural resources survey of the area prior to construction. She stated she informed them that one was completed for this area during the permitting phase for the fire and life safety facility. Marianne stated that she sent this information to them along with the covenants on that property that states the town may not dig any more than 5 feet down. She stated they are now stating a survey is not necessary but they want the town to have a cultural resource professional on site during the trenching for the utilities. 

Marianne stated this is not the first time the tribes have been weighing in more on cultural resources review. She stated there have been other projects recently that are required to have a cultural resources professional on site during the entire project. She stated there may be another option to have staff trained in cultural resources, so possibly having a staff member on site during construction will satisfy further requirements on this or other projects. 

Marianne also reported that she received information from George regarding the swap meet, but she has not had time to review the information at this point. She stated that she needs to go through it first before she brings it to council so that she can make sure that he is at least on the right track. 

Mayor Miller stated that he believes George is going to ask to extend the season so that he can run the swap meet from April through October. He also reported that George stated he was going to ask for overnight camping on Friday and Saturdays. Marianne stated that she has some ideas for the overnight camping issue and she will run through those past the council once she has a finalized plan from George. She stated that she will try and get the information to the council on their March 14 council meeting. 

Marianne also reported that she has had two more people showing interest in the lots and hangars at the airport. She has spoken with the Gunnarssons and Bob Porter recently regarding lots or hangars that are on the first row along Airport Way. She also reported that she is going to contact Jay Welch and Chris Edwards, who have approved site plans but have not yet submitted building permit applications. She stated that if they don’t start moving forward, then they will discuss expiration dates for the site plan approvals. 

She also reported they will be having an HPLC meeting on Wednesday and then Planning Commission will meet on Thursday this week. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter reported she has included a list of items she has been working on in the packets. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported they will be having a meeting with DOE and Ameresco on Thursday to discuss the proposed wastewater treatment plant improvement project and possible funding. 


Alan also stated he sent in the final paperwork for the bio-solids permitting. He stated the comment period is over and this should be completed. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting is scheduled for March 15 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, and is open to the public.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported he will be attending an EDASC Economic Forecast dinner this Thursday evening. 

He also reported the new middle school science teacher has 3-6 students who can assist in removing brush from the bank along Lorenzen Creek. Mayor Miller stated they began today removing brush so that it does not grow, die and then fall into the channel. Marianne asked who is allowing this. She stated this is in violation of the town’s critical areas ordinance. Marla Reed stated this is the same thing Mary Janda was doing with her class a few years ago. Andrea Fichter stated Ms. Janda was working with Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group at that time. Mayor Miller stated that this is very hard for a person that believes that government’s first duty is to protect its citizens and their property. He stated this directly prevents the town from doing that. Mayor asked then if he is going to have to ask her to stop. Marianne stated unfortunately, yes, until the town can verify the work is allowed. Andrea Fichter suggested having her speak with Mary Janda and find out what type of agreement was in place through Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group that would allow for that type of work at the creek. Mayor Miller stated that he will speak with the teacher and fisheries. 

Mayor Miller also reported on his involvement with Junior Achievement at the elementary school. He stated he has been paired with Madisyn Renzelman and they are going to Renata Mapes’ class every Thursday to discuss entrepreneurships. He stated there is a curriculum he follows. 

He also stated that track season is getting ready to start and that Hayden Holbrook will be the new head coach and that he will be assisting him. He stated they are also hoping that Alex Aiken will be available to help. He stated the first practice is this Monday, and that the season goes for a few months, with state taking place in May. 

He also reported on the State Wrestling Tournament that took place last weekend. He reported that Donnie Olmstead took first at the 195 pound weight class, Brayden Olmstead took third at the 220 pound weight class, Louie Ketchum took third at the 126 pound weight class and Donovan Dellinger took fifth at the 145 pound weight class. He also stated the team as a whole, with 9 wrestlers, took fourth. Andrea Fichter stated that is fourth out of 43 teams. Mayor Miller stated this was quite impressive. It was stated this was the first state champion the school has had since 2007. Mayor Miller also reported Mason McKenzie from Darrington also took first in his weight class for his third state championship. He also stated that Mason is a phenomenal wrestler who took second his freshman year. 
Announcements: None.
Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Corey Ruiz made a motion for adjournment at 9:08 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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