Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

February 8, 2016
7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Council Members: Rob Thomas, Corey Ruiz, Mike Bartel, and Marla Reed. 

Marla Reed made a motion to excuse Ginger Kyritsis. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles and Town Engineer Cody Hart.

Audience Members Signed In: Bill McMillan, John McMillan, Nick Chambers, Harold Holman, Bill Reinard, George Theodoratus and Bill Pfeifer. 

Events Application: None. 
Public Participation: Bill Reinard: Skagit River Gene Bank Designation: Mayor Miller stated Bill is here tonight to revisit the Gene Bank Designation issue that was discussed previously and referred the council to the previously proposed resolution.

Bill stated that he is here tonight representing the Wild Steelhead Club and stated they are still in opposition of designating the Skagit River as a gene bank. Bill read from information he had on the history of steelhead in the Skagit River going back to 1988. He also reviewed a graph that shows the amount of steelhead that was in the river years ago. He stated changes in the ocean temperatures caused the decline in steelhead numbers. He stated that in 2009 the numbers began to increase when the ocean temperatures became good again. He stated that he doesn’t believe it is the hatcheries causing the decline in wild steelhead populations, but the change in ocean temperatures. 

Mayor Miller directed the council to the email from Bill Reinard, as well as the letter received from John Koenig. 

Bill McMillan: Clarification Regarding Previous Statement Made: Bill reported that he had misinterpreted a phone conversation he had where the gene bank designation had been discussed, and was informed of this after attending the last council meeting where he spoke. He apologized to the council for the error in his statement. He stated the historical data that he presented previously remains true, and he also reviewed other data. He stated he believes it is the hatcheries that are causing the decline in the wild steelhead populations. 

Nicholas Chambers – Trout Unlimited, Skagit River Gene Bank Designation: Nicholas stated that he had sent in the request to speak this evening, but that John McMillan would be presenting the information. 

John thanked the council for the opportunity to speak. He stated he is the science director for Trout Unlimited. He stated the Skagit basin supports the largest steelhead population and has good habitat that is critical for steelhead. He also stated there is substantial science and evidence that show hatcheries are having a negative effect on the wild steelhead populations. He stated the run sizes in a lot of rivers are declining. He stated that he is not saying the hatcheries are the only problem and agrees that ocean temperatures do play a part, but the main cause is the hatcheries. He stated those rivers that have reduced their hatcheries are seeing an increase in wild steelhead populations. John stated the department has worked hard to try and manage these issues and he stated that he supports them in their efforts. 

Audience member Harold Holman stated that he is the owner of Outdoor Ventures and is a longtime fisherman. He stated he believes the effects on the local community from the lawsuits and possible gene bank designation would be detrimental. 

Corey Ruiz asked Harold how much loss he has experienced since the lawsuits began. Harold stated that his sales were down 30% in 2014 and 50% in 2015, compared to two years ago. He stated he does not know if it’s the issues with the hatcheries or the ocean temperatures, but his sales are down nonetheless. 

Corey Ruiz referred the council to the letter received from John Koenig stating the revenue he has lost in the last few years. Corey stated this is revenue that our citizens need to survive. He also stated that Mount Vernon, Sedro-Woolley, Lyman and possibly Hamilton have all passed resolutions opposing the gene bank designation. 

Mike Bartel asked about the $80 million that is discussed in some of the material provided, which has been spent on restoration. Corey stated that restoration projects can become very expensive. He stated he does not believe that outsiders should be able to come in and make decisions that affect the town’s citizens and residents. He stated he has also spoke with tribal biologists who do not want to see this designation put into place. He also referred to the Salish Sea project and the data from that project. 

Audience member Lynn McMillan asked if there is a policy in place for council members who should recuse themselves on certain topics. Mayor Miller explained the procedure in place and that Corey Ruiz has already stated that if this issue comes to an actual vote, he will recuse himself from that vote. 

Bill Reinard stated the funding discussed earlier comes from multiple different state and federal programs and is passed though to agencies like Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group, who work and assist with habitat restoration projects. 

Nick Chambers also spoke to where he got the information on the dollar figures that are spent on restoration. 

Rob Thomas asked if the rest of the council would like to see Dave Pflug’s report before making any decisions. Corey stated that he personally has spoken to him and reviewed a lot of information already and he does not feel he needs to review this report. Mayor Miller stated this report may be helpful for the council to review since both sides are referring to it in support of their position.

Corey Ruiz stated that he believes strongly that the town needs to make a statement and protect our citizens and their way of lives. He believes it is a more of an attack on the hatcheries than it is about the gene bank issue. He stated they originally discussed making the Sauk River a gene bank, which would be perfect because of its almost pristine conditions. He stated the Sauk River was the number one recommended for the gene bank designation. 

Audience member John McMillan sated that Corey is incorrect and that Puget Sound Advisory Board voted 9-2 to recommend the entire Skagit be designated. He also stated there are published reports on the Salish Sea Project that he can get to the council. He said there is also a report from the Strait of Georgia that states where they found an abundance of Coho smolts were negatively affecting wild smolts. He also stated that Dave Pflug is not the only author on the report that has been discussed, and that there are about 20 individuals responsible for the completion of that report. 

Corey Ruiz stated that he has paperwork that was submitted by the commission that states the Sauk River was listed as the number one recommended. John McMillan stated that he disagrees and the information is actually on their website. 

Rob Thomas stated that he would like to have this item tabled, with the desire of getting this report. 

Marla Reed stated that she would like to hear from some other locals. 

Andrea Fichter stated the council might want to continue discussions on this at a workshop instead of a council meeting. 

Rob Thomas made a motion to table this item until March 28 at 6 p.m., prior to the regular council meeting at 7 p.m. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported there has been approximately 56 calls since the beginning of January and things are going smoothly. 

He reported the ATM burglars have been apprehended and are now residents of the Skagit County Jail. He also reported on another town resident who is currently in jail and waiting for Department of Correction's transport. 

He stated he is also working on the end-of-the-year report for the town. He stated that there were about 97 fewer calls in 2015 than 2014. 

Mayor Miller asked if the thief of the white BMW that led to Dave Chapman’s injury was ever apprehended. Sergeant Kading stated that unfortunately there are not any suspects and no evidence was left inside the vehicle to determine possible suspects. 

Corey Ruiz stated that he is starting to research a program and would like to meet with Mayor Miller and Sergeant Kading about putting together a Community Watch program. He stated he would also like to look into more resources for people who suffer from addiction in this community. He stated that he believes these people will either seek help or not continue their illegal behavior, or they will leave the area when there are more people or law enforcement watching their every move. 

Sergeant Kading stated that if people see something, they need to say something. He stated that right now the Sheriff’s Department is almost at full staff and people need to call 911 and report any suspicious activity. 

Corey Ruiz stated that he knows many people who want to remain anonymous and do not want to call 911. Sergeant Kading stated there is also the option of reporting online at their website. 

Mayor Miller stated that Stephanie at the Resource Center has spoken with Sunrise Services and the building next to the County Shop is intended to be offices only and for use by the eastern Skagit county community, and they will not be bringing people from Everett or other cities to utilize these services. Marla Reed stated that is what the town was told last time too. 
CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Cody reported he had a preliminary discussion with the Department of Commerce regarding its planning-only grants for the demolition of the Superior Building. He stated he should hear back from them sometime this week. 

He also reported on the water spray park and that after meetings with staff, he is working on a preliminary design for a possible way to treat the sewage and gray water. He also reported the town is continuing to work on securing the necessary funds for this project. 

Cody also reported on the progress for the climbing wall and the outside coordination efforts that are taking place right now. 

Cody also reported the plans for the park and ride project are progressing well and he has the 60% submittals at the town right now for review and comment. He stated a public meeting will be held on February 17 to gather public comment as well. 

Corey Ruiz asked when the final plans will be completed. Cody stated the plan is to have the plans completed and go out for bid by the beginning to the middle of March, with construction occurring this summer. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: January 25, 2016

· Approval of Claims Checks #2451-#2484

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Niagara Bottling – 2015 Revenues/Comparisons: Andrea stated that she knows this was brought up at the last meeting, but that she would like to get some guidance on how to proceed. She stated the town has not received a response from Niagara regarding their water purchases for 2016. 

Mayor Miller stated the town will continue to try and contact Niagara Bottling, but will also put some feelers out for other possible water bottle companies. 

Mayor Miller also reported they are going to start installing vending machines in town where people can also purchase town water. 

Proposed Amendment, Section 8 Airport Leases: Discussion ensued regarding the possible addition of language to limit the number of vacant lots that one person can be allowed to lease at one time. Discussion was also held regarding the need for a separate lease for commercial businesses. 

Corey Ruiz made a motion to include the proposed language in all future leases. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
New Business: Deborah Chapman- Utility Billing Reduction Request: Andrea Fichter stated that although she completely understands the circumstances of this request, the town does get a lot of people who state they cannot afford to pay their bill due to a hospitalization or other illness. 

Marla Reed stated the town gets a lot of these types of requests and she does not want to see the town setting precedent, because then where would the town draw the line?

Rob Thomas stated there is no clear criteria for how to process these types of requests. He asked how the town can pick and choose who to grant relief to. He stated he is worried about the townspeople’s perception, if this is allowed for one but not for another. 

Corey Ruiz stated that he agrees with Rob. 

Marla Reed stated that it is very difficult to read the letter requesting relief. She stated it is not clear if this is a temporary request or longer. She stated that Deborah may need to come to a council meeting. 


Corey Ruiz stated that maybe this needs to be revisited at the next meeting so that someone can talk to her and get a clear view on her request. 

Discussion ensued on this property having two water and sewer utility bills, and that Deborah had stated nobody is currently living in the one part of the house. It was stated a viable option for her may be to turn one of the connections off. 

Marla Reed made a motion to deny this request as it stands here and to talk with Deborah about possibly turning off the water to one of the connections. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Office Space Lease – East County Water Rescue: David Day stated that one thing he would like to include is an integration clause. 
Marla Reed made a motion to approve the agreement with the inclusion of the integration clause. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #750 – Amend CMC 13.12.080: Andrea Fichter explained the need for the amendment to a code section that has not been updated since 1986. She reported that sewer liens are processed through the attorney and the amount charged to the town is more than what is stated in this section. 

Corey Ruiz made a motion to approve Ordinance #750. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2016-02 – Authorization to Seek Funding: Andrea Fichter explained this is for authorization to seek funding for the climbing wall project. 

Marla Reed stated for the two new council members, that these are completed so that funding agencies know the council is aware of the project and has authorized staff to seek funding for a particular project. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the resolution. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building – Andrea Fichter reported she will have more to report once they hear back from the Department of Commerce on possible funding. 

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Bartel: Mike Bartel reported that he spoke with Jack Mears today and there is not much going on right now. He reported that he and the mayor are going to meet with the vintage aircraft museum and Jack to discuss the fly-in. 
Parks: Marla Reed: Marla Reed reported there is a lot going on right now and they are working now to get all their ducks in a row for the projects that are anticipated. 

Community Garden: Mike Bartel: Mike Bartel reported that it is pretty quiet this time of the year. Mayor Miller reported the season for the garden starts April 1. 


Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting will be February 10 at 5b’s at 6:00 p.m. He reported the framework is now set up to get the draft plan developed. He stated they plan to have a draft to the council by June of this year. 

Marla reported they are doing a small recycling program at the school and wanted to know if the school could use the town’s recycling bin. Andrea Fichter stated the recycling bin the town uses is part of the franchise agreement with Waste Management and she would have to look into it. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported they will hold a HPLC meeting on February 24 at 6:00 p.m. She stated they will be discussing what their mission is, what they would like to accomplish and how to move forward. 

She also reported the Planning Commission will be meeting February 25 at 6:00 p.m. She stated they will be working on the economic development, traffic, and park and recreation elements of the Comprehensive Plan. She also reported she is going to begin working on updating the town’s sign code due to new rules and regulations regarding the need for the sign code to be content-neutral. 

Marianne also reported she will be attending a kickoff meeting with the Upper Skagit Library to discuss their plans for their new building. She also reported that George Theodoratus is supposed to have all his paperwork in for the Swap Meet by the end of this month. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter reported the town has received payment in full from a fraud case with former employee Paula Mann. She explained to the new council members and audience that this former employee had committed fraud and stole money from the town and its residents. Andrea stated that originally she was supposed to be paying $50.00 a month on the amount owed, but had not made a payment since 2013. She stated the town received payment in full plus interest last week. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Nothing to report tonight. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting is scheduled for February 16 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, and is open to the public.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported there were many events held over the weekend. He stated the Mardi Gras event had gone really well, there was a benefit at the Birdsview Brewery for Dave Chapman that had raised approximately $1,200.00, the high school hosted the subregional wrestling tournament where Concrete had taken first place, and there was also the Montana Children’s Theatre performance, which was a great opportunity for the younger kids. 

Announcements: None.
Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Corey Ruiz made a motion for adjournment at 8:50 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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