Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

January 25, 2016
7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Council Members: Rob Thomas, Corey Ruiz, Mike Bartel, and Marla Reed. 

Marla Reed made a motion to excuse Ginger Kyritsis. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Town Attorney David Day, Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles and Town Engineer Cody Hart.

Audience Members Signed In: John Boggs, Bill Reinard, Bill Pfeifer, Sgt. Erik Kading, George Theodoratus and Don Payne. 

Events Application: None. 
Public Participation: Bill Reinard: Skagit River Gene Bank Designation: Mayor Miller stated Bill is here tonight to revisit the Gene Bank Designation issue that was discussed previously. 

Bill reported on information in their packets from Curt Kraemer, who retired from fisheries. He stated that he spoke to him about the Sauk River and how in 2008 the Sauk River was acting as if it had a gene bank designation in place for protecting wild steelhead. He stated he believes this action was more than adequate for protecting wild steelhead. He also stated the Sauk River is not planted, which creates a wild steelhead zone within the Skagit Basin. 

Bill also stated that he believed the town was almost ready to approve the resolution supporting the opposition of the Skagit River gene bank designation until they heard information from Bill McMillan. He stated that Mr. McMillan is a capable and competent man who is a wealth of information on fisheries. Bill spoke to the statistics of this issue and referred to hatcheries that have been sued by the Wild Fish Conservancy for not having HGMPs in place. 

Bill also referred to a graph he provided on which rivers have hatcheries and which ones do not. He stated the fish are coming back and the hatcheries are not having the adverse effect stated by others; the ocean temperatures are actually more to blame. He also discussed efforts for having an indigenous steelhead hatchery in place. 

Bill asked the council to reconsider its support on the proposal and stated that he appreciates the council allowing him to be here tonight. 

Mayor Miller brought the council’s attention back to the meeting in December when Mr. McMillan was present and had stated the Skagit River had already been designated as a gene bank due to overwhelming public support to do so. He reported that Councilmember Corey Ruiz had researched that statement and discovered this statement was completely false. 

Corey Ruiz stated that he spoke with Larry Carpenter, who is the Department of Fish and Wildlife’s commissioner for this area and that he had stated the commission had absolutely not voted on that yet. Corey stated he believes this was a tactic by the Wild Fish Conservancy to sway the people’s votes. He also reported that he attended a council meeting in Hamilton where multiple presentations were given on this issue, and it was stated that hatcheries are not detrimental to wild steelhead. Corey stated that it has more do with water temperature, lack of food and the increase in predators than it does with the hatcheries. He also reported that Mr. McMillan repeatedly interrupted the presentations that were being given during that meeting. Corey reviewed documents and other paperwork regarding the designation and stated that it comes down to bad science versus good science. He stated that good science is knowing there is an issue and using science to determine the issue and how to correct it, and bad science is saying it is the hatcheries and using science to prove that. He stated that if this issue comes to a vote of the council, he would recuse himself. He stated that he does not want any assumptions that he took this position with an agenda. 

Mike Bartel stated that he would like to revisit the resolution that was brought to them previously and have it brought back to the council on the agenda. He also requested the chart that Corey had provided this evening be provided again but in larger format so the council could better see the information and do research. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported there was not a lot to discuss with the December incident report. 

He stated there was the fight near the fire station that had been discussed previously and is an ongoing item. He stated it has been all over Facebook, but nobody is giving the deputies any information. He also reported on the attempted theft of the ATM machine at the bank and that they have new information they are following up on. 


He stated there are mental health-related incidents within the report and that these types of calls are always an issue. He stated that he also heard there may be a mental health services office opening near the Skagit County shop on State Route 20. He stated he wanted to make sure the town was aware so the same issues they had at the Eagles Nest do not occur again. 

Mayor Miller stated that he has spoken with Stephanie at the Resource Center who has been trying to contact them to get information on their plans, but has not been able to get an opening date for this office. 

Marianne reported when they submit an application through Skagit County, the town would receive a courtesy notification because the property is located within the town’s urban growth area. She stated she received a notice and she had requested further information, but at that time the only thing they were doing was some internal renovations. She stated it looked to her that it was only offices they were putting in and not any type of housing. She stated she is not sure if this service is going to be offered only to locals or if they will be bringing people outside the community as well. 

Mayor Miller stated that is exactly the information that he would like to know. 

Sergeant Kading stated that if the service is for the locals, he is definitely okay with that, but his concern is they are going to bring people in and then not have anywhere for them to go, which is a cause for concern. 

Marianne stated that at this point it is only office space, but if they start offering any type of housing that could become a concern. 

Mike Bartel stated there is a counselor from Sunrise Services at the resource center and believes this is a beneficial service. 

Marianne stated that she does not believe this is the concern, but the concern is the town getting into the same situation as it did with the Eagles Nest and the increase in transients during that time.

Mayor Miller stated that if they are here to assist the local population, then he is all for it, but he would like to know what the plan is so that we do not end up with the same issues as before. 

Audience member John Boggs stated that he believes the right question to ask is what other places do they offer services similar to what they will be offering in Concrete, and make a visit to that place. He stated this may be a more positive way to ask than what the hell they are doing here. 

Mayor Miller stated that he had no intention of phrasing the question in that format. 

Sergeant Kading introduced a new East Detachment Deputy, Ken Devero. He reported Deputy Devero is former Navy and will be a great addition. 
CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Cody stated there are two action items in front of them tonight. 

Task Order 2016-2: Superior Building Demolition – CDBG Planning-Only Grant App: Cody reported this is a funding opportunity through Department of Commerce to assist with the demolition design and research for lead and other abatement processes that will need to be completed prior to demolition. He stated this task order is for the grant application process. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the task order. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Task Order 2016-3: Silo Park Climbing Wall: Cody reported this task order is for the RCO grant proposal for the climbing wall and outdoor education program at Silo Park. He described the proposed climbing wall and the meetings that have been held with staff and a consultant to research cost estimates and processes for the installation. 

Corey Ruiz asked about any liability the town may have. It was stated the pegs for the climbing wall will only be 14 feet maximum off the ground and fall protection will be installed. Cody also stated the pegs are removable if a problem is to occur. 


Discussion ensued on the cost estimate and the ongoing plans for Silo Park. 

Corey Ruiz asked if the town is awarded the funds, this project would happen within a couple months. Cody stated that was correct, that there is a quick turnaround with this funding program. Cody also stated this task order is just for the funding application. 

Corey Ruiz made a motion to approve the task order. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody also discussed the memorandum for a possible upcoming grant opportunity for waterline improvements within the urban growth area. He stated there is no action needed by council this evening. He stated this is for informational purposes and after further research is complete, it will be brought back before council at the end of February. 


Corey Ruiz stated after reviewing the information his only concern is to make sure to discuss the $25,000-$35,000 that is going to be needed with Andrea, to ensure this is within the budget. 

Cody stated that Alan will talk with the property owners to measure the interest and to make sure this is something they would like to see completed. 

Marla Reed also stated her concern for the town amount that is needed. Corey also stated that remains his concern as well. 

Alan Wilkins stated that he needs to talk with the owners of the Red Apple since this funding would include the acquisition of their current water system. He stated the town needs to also make sure this is something they want to see happen. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: January 11, 2016

· Approval of Claims Checks #2431- #2347

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Niagara Bottling – 2015 Revenues/Comparisons: Mayor Miller pointed out the history of revenues received from the Niagara Bottling and the decrease that has occurred since Niagara bought out Advanced. 

Rob Thomas asked if the town is aware of why this decrease has occurred. Mayor Miller stated this is a large company based out of Florida and the town has had difficulty being able to contact the appropriate person to discuss this with. Marla Reed also stated that she believes it has to do with transportation since they closed the Burlington warehouse and are now utilizing the Puyallup location. 

Mayor Miller stated this is part of his reason for wanting to install water vending machines at Silo Park and the restrooms at Veterans Park. He stated this could be a source of revenue for the town. 

Corey Ruiz stated if that was to be offered he believes it would be greatly utilized. 
New Business: Airport Leases Amendment Proposal – Condition for Number of Allowed Leases/Lots: Marla Reed asked for David Day’s thoughts on this item. 

David Day stated that he has not had a chance to review this item, but he could have something to them at their next meeting. He stated one thing is that people with current leases couldn’t be made to do this unless they agreed to the amendment. He stated you cannot impose an amendment unilaterally unless agreed by all parties of the lease that is currently in place. 


Marla Reed stated the town could enforce this on all new leases. David Day stated yes, that is definitely an option. 

Corey stated that he was thinking if the language is in new leases, then the town could prevent anyone from acquiring another lease if they already have leases in place and they have not met the requirements.

Marianne reported her concern would be that this could limit potential businesses from acquiring more than one lot if that was what they needed to put in a business. 

Corey Ruiz stated if a business does come in with a proposal they could present to council and the town could allow on a case-by-case basis, but this language would be intended for personal lot use. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building – Nothing new.

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Bartel: Mike Bartel stated that he met with Jack Mears and they discussed the gutters on the east side of the lounge that still need to be replaced. Marianne stated this item is now on the capital facilities plan for the airport. Mike also reported that Jack stated the on-demand water heater does not seem to be functioning well and the water pressure is really low and may need to be replaced by an electrical system. Alan stated that he will look at this. Mike also stated they discussed the issues surrounding Gary Dunlap and Mike stated that he would like to speak with Marianne and Alan prior to any changes in the leases. Mike also reported that Jack and Larry Mitchell intend on planning the Fly-in this year. 
Parks: Marla Reed: Marla Reed reported there are a lot of things happening in parks right now. She stated they have been having meetings about the Spray Park and choosing the fixtures. She stated they have a meeting with the manufacturer tomorrow. She stated that right now they are now leaning toward a re-circulating system, which they will discuss more tomorrow. She stated this system will assist in not allowing any water to go into the treatment plant. She stated they have discussed and chosen about a dozen or so different fixtures. 

Rob Thomas asked for further information on fixtures. Mayor Miller and Marla discussed the different ones they have looked at. They stated these will be the items that will actually spray the water. She stated the one end of the spray park will be for smaller kids and the other end will be for older kids. 

She stated they have also been discussing the bathroom, the climbing wall and the park and ride. She stated the town will hopefully be constructing all of these projects this summer. 

Mayor Miller handed out the draft plan for trails that has been completed through an expertise grant the town received about a year ago. He stated this is the plan for the Concrete Trails System. He stated there were many meetings and a workshop held to get this plan ready. He stated the next steps will be how to execute the plan. 

Community Garden: Mike Bartel: Mike Bartel stated that he met with Mayor Miller and talked about what is currently going on with the garden and the future plans and concerns. 

Mayor Miller stated they discovered today that one of the children’s garden beds had poison hemlock growing that they had to remove. 

Mayor Miller also reported the Farm to School coordinator, Rachel Sacco, wants to be involved with the garden. 

Mayor Miller also reported the Washington Conservation Corps helped at the garden with two retaining walls. He stated they didn’t get all the way done, but that he was very grateful for their help. 


Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting will be February 10 at 5b’s at 6:00 p.m. He also reported the HPLC will be holding a meeting soon. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported the Historic Preservation committee was fairly inactive last year and the chairman contacted her to request a meeting so they can plan a strategy for 2016.

Marianne also reported on the GMA grant that was discussed in December. She stated that David Day has reviewed and that her previous concerns have now been addressed after she spoke with Anthony Boscolo at the Department of Commerce. She stated the town will need to submit a scope of work. She requested approval from the council for the mayor to sign the agreement. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the agreement. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Marianne stated they will continue working on the Comprehensive Plan. She stated she needs to meet with Marla on the recreation items. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Mayor Miller reported the treasurer’s report and clerk treasurer’s report are included in their packets. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Nothing to report tonight. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting is scheduled for February 16 at 6:00 p.m. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported he met with the new EDASC director and gave him a tour of Concrete. He stated the director had also attended the EDTF meeting that was held that night. He reported he and Cody wrapped up their meetings for the public lands access portion of the proposed new multi-use facility. He reported he and Hamilton Mayor Joan Cromley had attended a meeting regarding expanding fiber optics to East County. He stated the towns were not originally on the list for this, but he and Mayor Cromley received great support from Commissioner Janicki. 

Mayor Miller reported that years ago the PUD received a grant to run fiber optic lines to Concrete because the Internet line speed in this area was low. He stated he was told that once the grant was received, that Verizon got wind of the funding and increased its line speed to the minimum required to obtain the grant in the first place, which in turn killed the funding because it was received on the basis of the lower Internet speed. 

Audience member Bill Pfiefer asked if this would be town-owned. Mayor Miller stated that is yet to be decided, but that is what he would prefer. 

Announcements: Mayor Miller reported the school levy is coming before the voters. He stated he certainly supports it. He also stated this is a replacement levy and not a new levy amount. 

Audience member Rocky Birdsey requested to speak with the council. He stated his name and address for the council. He stated that his water is about to be shut off. He stated he is currently receiving $50.00 a week on unemployment and only has $200.00 on him right now and cannot afford to pay the entire amount due. 

Alan Wilkins asked if he had asked Corrina Hart about setting up a payment arrangement. Rocky stated that he was told he could not because a previous arrangement had been defaulted on and he had to come to council to request one. He stated that at that time, his mom was taking care of the utility bill and she was actually the one that defaulted. He stated he does not have enough money to pay the entire bill and it is supposed to be shut off tomorrow and he cannot be without water with a 2-year-old in the house. 

Rob Thomas asked who is currently in the house right now. Rocky stated that it is him and his son.

It was asked how much is currently owed on the bill. Rocky stated that he currently owes $385.00. He stated he is trying to sell a car right now, which would help him with this bill. 


Mayor Miller asked him if what he was requesting was a two-week extension. Rocky stated that would be great and he could pay it off if the car sells. Corey Ruiz stated that two weeks is not that long, especially with a child in the home. 

Marla Reed asked if there is payment arrangement currently in place. Mayor Miller stated that he does not believe so. 

Rob Thomas stated this may solve the immediate need, but what is the long-term plan? Rocky stated that he is currently looking for work, but it’s hard and his son is mostly with him. 

Rob Thomas asked if there have been situations like these come before the council before and what liberties does the staff have. Marla Reed stated that yes, with different residents in town and Mayor Miller reported the council sets policy and the mayor and staff follow policy. Marla also stated the council has the authority to change policy, but also has to be careful with setting precedent.

Marla Reed stated looking at this information and knowing there is not currently a payment arrangement in place, she would like to see one set up and give him a chance to make payments.

Corey Ruiz suggested that he contact DSHS and the Resource Center for further options on assistance. Rocky stated that he has been to the Resource Center and they do not offer much help for utility bills here, but can assist with power and/or propane. Mayor Miller stated to look into more general assistance and see if they can help with other bills, which would free up some of his money to pay his utility bill. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve setting up a payment arrangement. 

Corey Ruiz asked if this would be for a two-week period. Marla Reed stated she is making the motion for setting up the arrangement and not specifying dates. 

Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Marla Reed made a motion for adjournment at 8:23 p.m. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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