Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

January 11, 2016
7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Oaths of Office – Council Positions 1, 4 and 5: Rob Thomas Council Position #1: Rob Thomas read aloud his Oath of Office. Mayor Miller congratulated him on his election. 

Marla Reed Council Position 4: Marla Reed read aloud her Oath of Office. Mayor Miller congratulated her on her re-election. 

Ginger Kyritsis Council Position 5: Ginger Kyritsis read aloud her Oath of Office. Mayor Miller congratulated her on her re-election. 

Appointment of Council Position 2: Mayor Miller explained how the vacancy came to be. He explained that Maryann Holbrook had signed up for the election and then had decided to withdrawal but did not do so in time. He reported that once the election was over, Maryann had submitted her intent to resign, allowing Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter to advertise for the vacancy. He stated that Maryann completed her Oath of Office and then submitted her official resignation. He stated tonight they will select a new council member from the three people who have applied. 

Mayor Miller called upon Corey Ruiz. 

Marla asked Corey how long he has lived in Concrete. Corey stated that he lived here when he was younger and moved back here about 9 years ago. Marla asked where he lives. He stated that he lives in Crofoot. 


Marla asked why he would like to be on the council. He stated that he would like to be a public servant. He stated some of the things he is currently involved in are in this same realm. He also stated that he sees Concrete taking a turn and he would like to assist the town in moving forward to be its best. He stated that he would like to be a person that a resident can talk to and he can bring items back to the council for further discussion. He stated there are a lot of things going on in town and he would like to be able to be that fresh set of eyes and bring fresh thoughts to the issues. He stated that he wants to serve his community. 

Rob Thomas asked why he did not participate in the election process. Corey stated that at that time he was busy with other items, but after attending a few council meetings recently, he saw the process and it interested him. 

Ginger Kyritsis asked what he does for a career. Corey stated that he currently works for Woods Logging Supply as a certified service tech and has been with them just about 9 years. 

Rob Thomas asked if there are any hot button issues that caught his interest. Corey stated that he wants to ensure that a lot of the projects are going to make the town better and are beneficial to the residents and the community. 

Mike Bartel asked what projects in town he is aware of. Corey stated that he is aware of the Spray Park, bathrooms, park and ride, and right-of-way issues. He also is aware of the façade work being done on a building on Main Street. He stated he took time to read through this council packet over the weekend so that he was aware of what was happening tonight, so if he was lucky enough to be chosen for this position, he would be somewhat ready. 

Mike Bartel asked him how long he has been with the current groups he is involved with. Corey stated that he has been with the Wildcat Steelhead Club for about 4 years and a part of the CCA for about 6 months. He discussed some of the meetings he has attended with these two groups and the joint efforts and discussions with the WDFW. He stated that one of the things he makes sure to do is to read through information and know the facts on a certain topic to the best of his ability before he responds or makes statements. 

Marla Reed asked what two of his strengths are. Corey stated he has a strong need to want to make change for the better and being ambitious and careful enough to make sure that whatever he is currently working on that the job is done correctly. 

Marla Reed then asked what two of his weaknesses are. Corey stated that as it pertains to this he would say that it would be his lack of time in a council seat. 

Mike Bartel asked what his passions are. He stated in his personal life it would be family and fishing and politically it would be the community and whatever task he is currently working on. 

Corey Ruiz thanked the mayor and council for their consideration. 

Mayor Miller called upon Paul Rider. 

Marla Reed asked why he left the council position four years ago. Paul stated that he left to get more involved in Youth Dynamics (YD). He stated since then he has realized he’s too old to keep up with the younger kids. He also stated that he found that YD took a lot more than he realized it was going to. 

Marla Reed asked why he said he didn’t have a lot to say before and how has that changed. Paul stated that at that time he didn’t want to repeat what other council members had already said. He stated he is very committed and works hard for military and children-related functions. He stated that at that time he was a newbie and didn’t have a lot of experience. He stated he does not come here with an agenda and that he just wants to serve his community. He stated that he has shown that with his involvement as a volunteer on the fire department, being a deacon at his church, volunteering with YD and also volunteering as a little league coach for basketball and football. 

Marla Reed asked what he is going to bring to the table this time. Paul stated he plans to bring more passion and not be as stoic. He stated he will be more vocal. 

Rob Thomas asked if he has any unfinished business from his previous term or if he has something new. Paul stated there is not a specific topic. He stated he worked diligently on the Doug Vose III Memorial project and really enjoyed that work. He stated he is now at the age where he has realized that he can be a mentor to people and be a leader in his community. He stated if he is on the council he will lead by example. 

Mike Bartel asked if he considers himself to be a people person. Paul stated that yes he believes so. He stated that in his jobs he has to be. He stated that when he was younger he was very quiet but has matured a lot over the years. 

Mike Bartel asked if believes he is a good listener. Paul stated that he is getting better. He stated that sometimes he gets focused on what he wants to say and doesn’t listen as well, but it is definitely something that has improved. 

Mayor Miller called upon David Pfeiffer. 

Marla Reed asked although he lost the vote to Maryann Holbrook, why he still wants to serve on the council. David stated that is why he ran during the election period. He stated he still wants to be part of the council and contribute to what is going on. 

Mike Bartel asked if he does not get the vote, will he remain involved. David stated that he intends to stay involved. He also stated that one of his pet peeves is people who never come to council meetings and then want to be on the council, as well as when someone is on the council and then leaves and washes their hands of it. 

Mike Bartel asked what his passions are. David stated that flying and the airport are his passions. He stated these are some of the reasons he would like to remain on the council. He also stated that he believes the airport to be an area great for growth in town. 

Rob Thomas asked besides the airport, are there other items he is interested in. David stated that he believes the biggest issue for the town is the sewer plant and collection system. He stated he previously held a wastewater license and understands the process and costs associated with the treatment plant. 

Council deliberation ensued. 

Marla Reed stated this is very tough decision. 

Rob Thomas requested clarification on which current council members had worked with Dave or Paul in the past. It was stated that Mike, Marla and the Mayor have all worked with both Paul and Dave and that Ginger has only worked with Dave. 

Ginger Kyritsis stated that she liked what Paul said about a fresh set eyes and likes the idea of someone who has never been on the council before. She stated that she also has liked working with Dave and values his experience, but she also likes the idea of having a new person on the council that has never been on the council before. 

Rob Thomas stated that although he is technically the new kid on the block, he would also like to see a fresh set of eyes but is concerned with two-fifths of the council being low on the learning curve, so he is leaning toward someone with experience to fill the vacancy. 

Ginger Kyritsis stated that she is leaning toward the idea of having somebody brand-new that can provide a fresh set of eyes. 

Mike Bartel stated all three are very qualified people. He stated David has been great and the council is aware of his passions and experience. He also stated that Paul is a great guy, but he believes that Corey is the grounded Concretian. 

Rob Thomas asked Mike to clarify what he means by most grounded Concretian. He stated that when he thinks about the most grounded Concretian, he believes that would be Paul because of his involvement with the many different community programs. Mike stated Corey grew up here and chose to return to this community and to him that is important. 

Marla asked Rob who he is leaning toward. Rob stated that he has no reservations working with any of the three, but his bias is leaning toward Paul. He stated the reason for this is the personal relationship he has had with Paul and the chances he has had to witness Paul and the way he deals with others and conducts himself, dealing with difficult situations and his overall good track record. He stated he does not have anything against Dave or Corey, but he is leaning more toward Paul. 

Ginger stated that she is leaning more toward Corey for the fresh set of eyes and his knowledge regarding our surrounding environment. 

Marla stated that Dave’s knowledge is very valuable when it comes to the wastewater treatment plant and collection system. She stated she also agrees with Ginger with regard to having a new set of eyes, but also agrees that having two brand-new people on the council may prove to be difficult. 

Ginger Kyritsis nominated Corey Ruiz for appointment to Council Position 2. Mike Bartel seconded the nomination. The nomination carried with Rob Thomas abstaining. 

Corey Ruiz took his seat at the table and read aloud his Oath of Office. The mayor and council welcomed him aboard.
 

Roll Call: Council Members: Rob Thomas, Corey Ruiz, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Attorney David Day, Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles and Town Engineer Cody Hart.

Audience Members Signed In: John Boggs, Dave Pfeiffer, Corey Ruiz, Gary Dunlap, Don Payne, George Theodoratus, Paul Rider and Rebekah Rider. 

Events Application: Chamber of Commerce, Mardi Gras in Concrete: Marla Reed made a motion to approve the events application. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Participation: None
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported he will provide the December incident report at their next meeting. 

Sergeant Kading reported on damage that was done to the Columbia Bank ATM on December 30 around 4:30 a.m. He stated the two individuals caught on camera were wearing ski masks and were not able to break into the machine, but caused extensive damage. He stated that he has video of the incident and they have suspects in mind. 

He stated New Year’s Eve was pretty quiet. 

He also reported the East County Deputies attended Narcan training and they are now waiting on final approval of the policy so they will be able to assist those that need this type of treatment. 


Sergeant Kading also reported the East Detachment now has two new deputies who will be replacing Deputy Marlow and Deputy Dills. He stated he will try and get them to a council meeting so they can be introduced. 
CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Cody reported on the Park and Ride, restroom and Water Spray Park projects. 

He stated that he, the mayor and Andrea Fichter had met with Senator Pearson to discuss funding options for the spray park portion. Cody updated the new council members on the RCO funding application and award process, as well as the frustrations the town has gone through with this funding. He stated the town has the option of updating the plan for the spray park and seek funding through the State Legislature. 

Cody explained the need to continue with the design. He stated it is less expensive to advertise these projects as one large construction project instead of breaking them up and advertising each separately. He stated the task order that was approved previously for the spray park design was done contingent on funding. 

Discussion ensued on this task order. Andrea explained the task order was for an amount of approximately $12,000 and she anticipates being able to use the legislature funding for reimbursement of these costs. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the previous task order as is and to move forward with design. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Reichhardt and Ebe Engineering – Secondary Access Project – PS&E Completion: Janice Marlega provided an update on the Secondary Access project. She stated the federal environmental review has been completed and she believes this approval is good for approximately 3 years, but that DOT will not review and approve until the town is ready to proceed with the project so they don’t have to go through the process twice. 

She also reported the right-of-way documents that have been provided are a starting point and can be changed during the acquisition negotiation process. 
Janice also reported the plans are pretty close to 100% complete, but they are still treating them as if they are at 90%. She stated Skagit County is the CA on this project and they are also waiting to review the plans so they do not have to go through the entire review process twice. 

She stated the town had agreed to extend the contract to October 31, 2015, and that she had underestimated the time that she would need to complete these plans. She stated they are now asking the town to reimburse R&E for an additional approximately $9,000.00 for the final plans. She stated the overall contract is still within budget. 

Marla Reed asked about the statement she made back in September where she stated there would not be any more funding requests on this project, that it was just a time extension. Janice stated that she made an error and it took a little more time than she realized it was going to. 

Marla stated that she voted against extending the contract time and that she doesn’t believe the town should to pay for an after-the fact-invoice. She stated a contractor or any other vendor would come to the council prior to completing any extra work or to request funds beyond what had already been approved. She stated you came to the council before, didn’t do the work, and now you’re coming to the council saying we did the work and we would like to be paid for it. 

Ginger stated that she understands there was a hiccup but there have been a lot of hiccups.

Rob Thomas asked if this should be tabled and discussed again when an actual invoice is received. 

Marla Reed made a motion to deny payment of the additional $9,000.00 being requested. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. 

Luis Ponce, one of the principals of Reichhardt & Ebe stated that he understands the council’s frustration and would like to help the council understand the costs that Janice was referring to. He stated that he agrees this should have come to the council prior. He stated that he, the other owners and Janice had a meeting to discuss this issue. He stated the actual invoice was amended by $3,000.00 because there were items that were errors by R&E, so they removed those charges leaving a $9,000.00 balance. He also understands the council can choose to pay it or to not pay it and he understands if they choose not to. 

The original motion carried with Mike Bartel and Corey Ruiz opposed. 

Mayor Miller reminded the council how the tabling of an item works. David Day stated that once a council member states they would like to table the item and for what length of time, that the item is tabled and no further discussion shall occur as long as a motion is not currently on the table. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: December 14, 2015

· Town Council Special Meeting Minutes: December 21, 2015

· Approval of Claims Checks 12-31-2015: #2366-#2399

· Approval of Claims Checks 01-11-2016: #2400-#2430

· Approval of Payroll Checks

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Resolution #2015-24 – Right of Way Procedures: Mayor Miller explained this resolution puts in place a policy for the negations and acquisition of right-of-way for projects in town. 

Andrea stated this is needed as part of the process for the negotiations and acquisition of right-of-way and will be used during the Secondary Access Project. She stated she would like the council to review the Waiver of Appraisal Procedures and the Administrative Settlement Policy and the dollar figures associated with those portions. 

Corey Ruiz asked about the recommended dollar amounts that were included from the state. Andrea reported this document is also used by larger towns and cities with more staff and more funding. She stated that she believed those figures were too high for the town so she amended those. She stated that she would prefer that it all comes back to the council, but this document allows for a much speedier process. 

Corey Ruiz asked what the square footage of the right-of-way that will be acquired is. The exact amount was not available during the meeting. 

Corey Ruiz asked if this will assist the town in purchasing the right-of-way or leasing it. It was stated this will assist the town in acquiring the property for its ownership. 

Marla Reed asked what is needed on this tonight. Andrea stated that if the council wants to make any changes or has any questions to discuss, that is fine, but if not, she is looking for an approval so she can submit this document to DOT. 

Mike Bartel made a motion to approve Resolution #2015-24. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2015-27 – Massingale Renovation Project: Marianne explained this project and gave the new council members some background information on it. 

It was stated there were some questions from the previous meeting that the council wanted to get clarification on. 

Brian and Cheryl Massingale reported on their plans. They stated the poles would be 8 inches in diameter and about 8 feet in height, and the awning roof would be metal. Brian stated he has forest green metal roofing already that he is going to use. 

Discussion ensued on the façade of the building and how it matches the business in the Town Center. Cheryl also stated the poles will line up with the light poles and the awning will have lighting underneath of it. She also stated they are finalizing everything and hope to open sometime in February. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve Resolution #2015-27. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Unopened Right-of-Way Agreement – Sonshine Suites, LLC: Andrea explained this is the same agreement the town had with the previous owners of this property. She stated this is for the portion of right-of-way where the fountain is placed. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the agreement. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
New Business: Appointment of Airport Committee: Rob Thomas asked what the responsibilities of this position would be. It was stated this person would basically be a liaison between the airport tenants and leaseholders and the town. 

Corey Ruiz nominated Mike Bartel. Rob Thomas seconded the nomination. The nomination carried with Mike Bartel accepting. 

Appointment of Park Committee Chair: Ginger Kyritsis nominated Marla Reed. Rob Thomas seconded the nomination. The nomination carried with Marla Reed accepting. 

Appointment of Community Garden Council Representative: Marla Reed stated that she no longer wants to remain in this position. 

Corey Ruiz nominated Ginger Kyritsis. Ginger Kyritsis declined the nomination. 

Ginger Kyritsis nominated Rob Thomas. Rob Thomas stated before there was a second that he believed with Mike Bartel’s farming background that he would be a better person for this position. 

Rob Thomas nominated Mike Bartel. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the nomination. The nomination carried with Mike Bartel accepting. 

Appointment of Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission and EDTF Representative: Rob Thomas nominated Ginger Kyritsis. Corey Ruiz seconded the nomination. The nomination carried with Ginger Kyritsis accepting. 

Appointment of Mayor Pro-tem: Marla Reed nominated Ginger Kyritsis. Rob Thomas seconded the nomination. The nomination carried with Ginger Kyritsis accepting. 

Airport Leases: Lot #37 – Chris Edwards, Lot #38 June Moore and Lot #23 Drew Jenkins: Andrea stated these are new leases for the lots that were returned at the end of 2015. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve all three leases. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Airport Lease Lot #27, Extension Request – Gary Dunlap: Corey Ruiz stated that after reviewing the information in the packet, it looks to him that Gary has not met the terms of the lease and he has no problem with terminating the lease. 

Marla Reed stated the new council members may want to review some of the airport items just to get some background information. She stated this has been an ongoing issue for years. 

Corey Ruiz stated that it looks to him that Gary has too many lots and is trying to do too many things. He stated that as far as he is concerned, he would be okay with revoking the lease for lot #27. 

Gary Dunlap stated that he understands what the council is saying. He stated in this process he is spending money at the airport. He stated that for all these other leases that have been taken over and turned back in, nobody else has put in a permit. He stated that he is building on two of his lots and then bought another lot with a hangar so he had to slow down a little bit and switch to the other lot so that he could get electricity to that lot because there is no electricity at that end of the airport. He stated that Larry Mitchell had a transformer put in and then he and Larry have put in 6 electrical conduits and have run it down the taxiway to three of his lots and three other lots as well. He stated he is spending money at the airport and not just sitting on these. He stated it’s just that he had to make a quick stop so he could get electricity hooked up to lot #30. He also stated if there is an issue with turning over a lot, then he is willing to turn over the lease for another lot that he has, but he has already run the electrical conduit for lot #27. He also stated that he already spent thousands of dollars to get to this point and things are not just black and white. 

Ginger stated that she believes what Gary just said is ill-conceived and it is black and white. She stated there is a contract in place. She stated that she fully expected at the last meeting in December to have some of these leaseholders asking the council for additional time, but nobody else has done that. She stated the council made it perfectly clear last year those extensions were not going to happen again, that this is the contract and you signed the contract. Ginger also stated that Gary has nine leases and asked Gary if he even has 9 airplanes. Gary stated that he has six or seven airplanes. 

Gary stated that each contract he has signed has stated the council may terminate the lease. He also stated that if this happens it would be the first time ever the council has pulled a lease. 

Discussion ensued regarding terminating a lease and the leases that were voluntarily returned because the leaseholders knew they were not going to make the deadline. 

Gary stated they returned them because they were not going to build and that he plans to build on lot #27. 

Corey Ruiz stated that if he buys a house and has to do certain things to keep his home and he does not do those things, that because he signed a legal document saying he would, he would lose his house and that is the bottom line. Gary interrupted Corey to state the agreement says “may” terminate lease, not “will.” Corey stated that yes that is correct, which means it is at the council’s discretion as to how to proceed and as he can see most of the council has been though this already. He also stated that it seems to him if Gary had to stop work on one lot to work on another lot, that maybe he has taken on too much. 

Gary stated that lot #30 came up for sale because someone had died, so he bought that hangar. He stated when someone dies, you have to do it right then. He stated again the lease says “may,” not “will,” and that he is spending money up there. He also stated that what he has heard from the council is that they want people to develop and he is developing. He stated these other people who have turned their leases back in have not started or even tried to come up with a plan. He stated he is spending money up there so why take his lease and give it to someone else who is going to sit on it for 5 years. He stated now he has less than a year to build on it and he is going to do that. 

Ginger Kyritsis stated this is why the leases were redone and this is why the modifications were allowed so the town council can say yes or they can say no. She stated that she was ready to make a motion. Marla stated that she believes there is more to discuss. 

Rob Thomas asked what the rest of the council’s response is to Gary offering to give the lease for lot #40 back to the town and be able to keep lot #27. Marla Reed stated that is an interesting option. 

Marianne stated that her only concern is that the town has been working with several people at the airport and having those leaseholders working together to get the waterline installed is important. 


Gary stated they were planning to start on January 1. He also stated they are starting on that and they have spent a lot of money getting the electricity installed and will be spending more on getting the water installed. 

Marianne stated that getting the water installed at the airport is essential. She stated the airport has the potential to be a huge economic generator for the town, if development occurs. She stated that having water at the airport is an essential part of this. She also stated that a plan has to be put in place for installing water and sewer at the airport and that this information needs to be included in the town’s comprehensive plan to meet GMA requirements. She stated that she sympathizes with the council and has agonized over these issues. She stated that it is a double-edged sword and the compromise the council may want to consider is to get some type of commitment on the waterline extension as an option. 

Ginger stated that she is not willing to compromise after everything the council has gone through and the previous compromises have not worked and she would like to be steadfast on this issue. 

Marla asked Marianne if the work that is being completed up there now with Gary Dunlap and Larry Mitchell, is it going in the direction the town would like to see it go. Marianne stated there is starting to be a collection of people up there that are going to need water. She stated we do know that we will have to get the waterline extended at least to Larry Mitchell’s property, because Larry is building a house and he cannot build a house without water. She stated that she knows there are some of them working together to get the money for engineered water line drawings. 

Rob Thomas asked if Dave Pfeiffer may be given some time to discuss this and get his views. Dave Pfeiffer requested the okay from the Mayor. Mayor Miller stated certainly. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated the town has labored over this for years and with a lot of discussion, a new lease was developed. He stated everyone was given a new lease with a new 5 years to build. He stated when their five years were up, those who had not yet built were generously offered a one-year extension. Dave stated that if another extension is allowed, then all the work that has been put in by the council and staff will have been for nothing. 

Gary asked if he could say something. Mayor Miller and Ginger Kyritsis both stated no. 

Marla Reed stated that she would like to make a motion to give him one more year because what Marianne said is so accurate. 

Corey asked if he may make a suggestion on this to include him giving back lot #40 as Gary offered. 

Andrea asked if Marla was suggesting another modification as it was done for last year. 

Ginger stated that she believes he is spread so thin that it would behoove us to stick to what the council said they were going to do. She stated that someone else will take that lease and continue on with the work. She doesn’t believe that just because Gary doesn’t have that one lot that everything at the airport will come to a screeching lot. 

Marla asked if seven of the lots he has leases on are vacant. Andrea stated that he is currently building on two of them and the one he just purchased had an existing hangar and the rest of the lots he has leases on are vacant. 

Ginger stated they have heard the same excuses over and over from Gary why things have stopped on his lots and the reason the council worked so hard on these leases was to stop this kind of behavior. She stated that she also believes that someone else would pick up where Gary has left off on this lot. 

Marla stated that since they have become stricter with the leases that things have gotten better and things are happening at the airport. Ginger stated she agrees so why stop now and that is a step in the right direction.

Rob Thomas asked before Marla’s motion is seconded if the town is aware of anyone else who may be interested in lots at the airport. It was stated the town has a waiting list for lots at the airport. 

Corey suggested that Gary returning lot #40 to the town should be part of the new modification agreement, as well as giving him the extra year on lot #27. 

Ginger stated that if that is how the game is going to go, then she would prefer that Gary return lots #40 and #41. She stated she believes this would actually be a relief for Gary and that he has too many lots and will not be able to get them all built on in the required timeframe. 

Marla stated that normally she would be in complete agreement with Ginger, but she is swaying because of what Marianne stated. 

Alan Wilkins asked how many water connections they are talking about. He stated that additional connections will add to the overall connections and the town is only allowed so many. It was stated there will only be about 19 more connections added. 

Marla amended her original motion as a motion to allow Gary to return lot #40 effective January 12, 2016, and to extend his lease for lot #27 for one additional year with the same language as the first modification to include the above, as well as plans need to be submitted no later than September 1, 2016. Rob Thomas seconded the motion. The motion carried with Ginger Kyritsis opposed. 

Resolution #2016-01 – Amend Fee Schedule to Include Charges for Non-Metered Govt. Office: Andrea reported the different funds of the town are supposed to be charging for sewer and water utilities. She stated for example, the public restrooms need to be paying its portion of sewer and water charges. 

Corey Ruiz made a motion to approve Resolution #2016-01. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

· Corey Ruiz made a motion at 9:25 p.m. to extend the meeting to no later than 10:00 p.m. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

2015 Vacation Carryover Request: Corey Ruiz stated that he does not like to see anyone lose their vacation time. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the vacation carryover. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Interlocal Cooperative Agreement – Grant Funding for Silo Park/Park & Ride/Spray Park Restrooms: Andrea reported this is the agreement with Skagit County for the grant funding for the public restrooms at Silo Park. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the agreement. Corey Ruiz seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building – Nothing new.

Council Reports: Airport: Mike Bartel: Nothing to report at this time.
Parks: Marla Reed: Marla Reed reported they are moving forward on the spray park and other items at the park. 

Community Garden: Mike Bartel: Mayor Miller reported the Washington Conservation Corps crew is going to be working at the garden on January 18. 


Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: Ginger reported the next meeting is this Wednesday at 5b’s at 6:00 p.m. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne stated that she did not have any further items that needed to be discussed tonight. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that she received a phone call from Skagit County regarding Paula Mann’s restitution payments. She reported the county stated that Ms. Mann’s ex-husband is going to be receiving a large settlement and has agreed to pay off her restitution. Andrea stated the county should be receiving the payment by the end of January and the town should then receive it by the middle of February. She also reported the total amount due at this time is $8,535.18 and the town will also be receiving an estimated amount of $3,000.00 in interest. 

Mayor Miller let the new council members know that this was a case from 2010 where the former employee had stolen money from the town and its residents. Andrea reported that originally she was supposed to pay $50.00 a month toward the amount owed, but had only made two total payments and those were made back at the beginning of 2013. Andrea stated it will be nice to have this paid off and one less thing she will need to continue tracking. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Nothing to report tonight. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the meeting scheduled for January 19 will take place at 5:00 p.m. instead of 6:00 p.m. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller stated that he and the staff will be reading a book together called 13 Ways to Kill your Community. He encouraged the council to also read this book. 

Announcements: None.

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Corey Ruiz made a motion for adjournment at 9:35 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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