Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

November 23, 2015
7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Marla Reed, and Mike Bartel. 

Mayor Miller reported that Dave Pfeiffer requested to be excused due to a family matter and Ginger Kyritsis had called him to let him know she was not feeling well. 

Jack Mears made a motion to excuse Dave Pfeiffer and Ginger Kyritsis. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. 

Staff Present: Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Attorney David Day, and Town Engineer Cody Hart.

Audience Members Signed In: None. 

Public Participation: Bill Reinard – Wildcat Steelhead Club: Bill stated that his primary reason for being here tonight was to request that the council pass a resolution opposing the designation status of the Skagit River to a Wild Steelhead Gene Bank. He explained the history regarding this topic and the lawsuit that was filed by Wild Fish Conservancy against Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW). He stated he does not agree with an outsider making decisions that affect Skagit County. 

Mayor Miller asked what limitations would be put on river fishing for the Skagit with that designation. Bill stated he believes it may eventually become catch-and-release fishing only.

Jack Mears asked if this was with regard to the Marblemount fish hatchery. Bill stated that yes it is. 

Bill asked if there were any further questions from the council or what further information would be required to gain their support for this item. He further explained some history with the fisheries and associated permitting. 

Jack Mears asked if he was requesting the council to back them on this. Bill stated that yes he is requesting the council’s support. 

Mayor Miller stated there is a sample resolution in their packets. 

Corey Ruiz – CCA Washington North Sound Chapter, HGMP Economic Issues: Corey stated this issue could cause a far-reaching economic problem. 

He stated the reason the WDFW was sued was because they did not have an HGMP (Hatchery and Genetic Management Plan) in place. He stated an HGMP has now been developed and submitted to NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) which has stated it does not have the funding or staff available to review and/or approve the HGMP for federal certification until 2018. He stated this leaves WDFW open to further litigation that could potentially shut down all hatcheries. He stated if this happens, it could have a huge economic effect on the entire state. He stated revenues from license sales, sales tax revenue on sales of tackle, as well as other revenues from guide trips and hotel/motel stays—all could be affected. He stated these revenues go the State General Fund and help to fund things like schools and roads. 

Jack Mears asked where the tribes stand on this issue. Corey stated the tribes are very supportive of this endeavor and have put together their own HGMP. He stated the tribes want this certified and put into place as much as everyone else does. 

Corey also stated Governor Inslee has issued a letter to the Fish and Wildlife Commission urging them to make sure to take a look at the sport fishing issues, which is a solid part of this state’s economy, as well as pressuring NOAA to complete the HGMP process. He stated that citizens can also assist in this effort by visiting their legislators’ websites and sending them correspondence regarding this issue, letting them know how detrimental this could be to the state’s economy. He stated this would have a huge impact throughout the state, down to the smallest cities and towns. 

Jack Mears stated that he is in favor of backing them on opposing the gene bank designation issue. 

Jack Mears made a motion to develop a town resolution supporting their efforts. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor Miller stated that Andrea will put this together in town resolution format and bring back before them at the next meeting. 

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Deputy Dills reported they were asked to walk the rails to trails in the evenings to look for transients sleeping along this area. He stated he has done this a few times now and has not seen transients or evidence of transients sleeping in the area. 

Deputy Dills also reported on the incidents that have occurred at The Hub recently and that the same patron was the cause of those incidents and that person has now been eighty-sixed from the establishment. 

Mayor Miller asked about the shed at the Community Garden and the damage that was done to the outside of the building and windows. Mayor Miller stated he received a report from a citizen who had witnessed a couple of juveniles who were shooting toward the shed with what he believed to be either a pellet gun or a .22 rifle. Deputy Dills stated that Deputy Backstrom has made contact with the parents of the juveniles and is working on this case. Deputy Dills requested cost estimates for the repairs to include in the case file. Andrea Fichter requested the case number for this, as she will need it for any insurance claims. 

Mayor Miller reported there were some flooding issues with Lorenzen Creek again during the heavy rain event last week. He stated it is still the same problem that has existed and although it wasn’t as bad as the last event, they did have to do a lot of sandbagging. He stated that he has spoken with Congresswoman DelBene regarding some possible FEMA funding that will assist the town in funding the re-route of this creek. 

CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Cody reported there are a couple action items on the agenda for this evening, but first he wanted to provide the council with some good news. 

He reported the TIB announcements were made last week and the town has been awarded $354,000 for the West Main Street project. He stated with previously awarded funds for the sidewalks, curb and gutter, that brings the total project to approximately $854,000. He also stated that with the multiple funding sources, matching funds are complete as well. 

He reported the town has been put on the recommended award list for the Skagit County grant for construction of the bathrooms at Silo Park. He stated this funding will assist in closing the funding gap for the water spray park. He stated the approximate cost of $750,000 will complete the park and ride and water spray park projects. 

Cody reported the other grant application the town made to Skagit County for the preliminary planning effort for the multi-use facility was not recommended for funding. He stated there are planning funds that may be available through CDBG and with the council’s approval he would like to pursue these funds, which would assist in getting preliminary cost estimates together for this facility. He stated these grants are open year-round and are available until the funding is gone. 

Mike Bartel made a motion to approve Task Order #2015-11. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody also updated on the coordination efforts for the multi-use facility. He stated they are working to get communications and feedback from several agencies that will become part of the grant application for the construction. 

Mayor Miller stated they are working to get all their ducks in a row, which will make a more thorough grant application. Cody also reported there are parts of the funding that require some level of support from federal agencies. Cody also reported this work will exceed normal on-call efforts, so he is requesting approval of the task order. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve Task Order #2015-12. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Workshop Minutes: November 9, 2015

· Town Council Minutes: October 9, 2015

· Approval of Claims Checks: #2298-#2316

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: 2016 Budget – 2nd Hearing: Mayor Miller asked if there were any questions or needed discussion from the council. 

Mayor Miller opened the public hearing at 7:40 p.m.

With no public comment or questions, Mayor Miller closed the public hearing at 7:41 p.m. 

Marla asked if the ordinances listed were all part of the budget. Andrea reported that one ordinance is for the salaries, one for the actual budget, and one for the code change in the section regarding the mayor’s salary. She stated these are all part of the budget. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve Ordinances #744, #745 and #746. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Old Business: Budget Amendment – Ordinance #747: Marla Reed stated this is mainly to balance the budget. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve Ordinance #747. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Interlocal Agreement – Skagit County: Emergency Communications Equipment: Andrea reported this is for equipment the town received from the county for the Fire and Life Safety Facility. She stated this was originally completed by a verbal and an emailed agreement between the previous 911 director and the town. She reported the town has received the equipment and the work has already been completed, but this puts it in writing and makes it official. 

David Day stated he has some concerns with the agreement and cannot locate where it says who actually owns the equipment or if the equipment is being leased. He stated if the equipment is being leased, then he also has an issue with the agreement end date. 

Marla Reed pointed out the section that states the town will take possession of the equipment after installation. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the agreement. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2015-25- Airport Lot Waiting List Applications: Andrea stated that section 6 of the application is the portion that was added. She stated this would prevent anyone who has returned a lease from being offered a new lease for one year, but would allow them to remain in their same position on the list. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve Resolution #2015-25. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
New Business: Sewer Lien Foreclosure – 7250 Franks Place: It was stated there has not been any contact made by the lender and this property now carries a substantial balance. Marla stated the next step should be to start the foreclosure process. 

Andrea Fichter stated that typically once the town begins the foreclosure process, the town will get a response from the lender. David Day stated the town has not lost money on any of the other sewer lien foreclosures that have been started. He stated the lender usually will respond and satisfy the lien. 

David Day also updated on the foreclosure that is still pending for the Mace property. He stated this one was more difficult due to the death of the property owners and the property being in probate. He stated he is continuing to work on this one and has provided the lender with several payoff dates. 

It was the consensus of the council to begin the foreclosure process for 7250 Franks Place. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building – Andrea reported that she spoke with the gentleman from Philips Environmental and he had stated that he only does the survey work for asbestos and not the lead portions. She reported that he gave her the name of a company in Everett that could perform the abatement of all materials, as well as complete the demolition. Andrea stated that she contacted that company and was able to get some names of companies that could complete the survey work for all the hazardous materials. 

Upper Skagit Library: Mayor Miller stated this item can be removed from the discussion items for now. 
Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears asked who would be taking his place for the airport. Andrea stated this will be voted on in January for all the committee assignments. Jack asked who would take care of the little things at the Pilots’ Lounge, such as little repairs and keeping track of the paper towels, toilet paper stock and other such items. 

It was the consensus of the council to keep Jack Mears on in a volunteer caretaker role. David Day stated the town should have something in writing with Jack. It was stated that Andrea will put an agreement together for this. 

Jack stated that hangar construction at the airport is coming along. 

Marla Reed asked if drones are allowed at the airport or anywhere else in town. She stated this could become a problem with how popular these are becoming. 

Discussion ensued on issues with drones that have occurred recently. It was stated there were issues with drones flying into the wildfire areas this summer and hindering firefighter efforts; there have been issues with drones flying into buildings and then landing on people, as well as issues with people using them for spying. 

It was the consensus of the council to research our current code and to put something in place soon. 

Parks: Marla Reed: Andrea reported that she sent the geotechnical report for the Knott Hill Park area to Marianne for review. She stated the reason the town purchased the houses in this area was due to life safety issues, so the town may have to actually close this park during certain times of the year and also research what can be installed or planted there. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Marla stated the current item is the damage that was done to the shed. 


Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: Next meeting is December 9, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. at 5b’s Bakery. Mayor Miller stated that Lynette Gentry had attended the last meeting and will hopefully be filling the spot that was left when Philip Moran retired. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Absent. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea referred the council to the work items included in their packets. She also reported she and Denise will continue to work on the scanning of all ordinances, resolutions and council minutes. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Absent. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Next meeting is December 15, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge and is open to the public.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported the Imagine Concrete Foundation will hold a bazaar and kids craft fair on December 12, from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., at the elementary school gym. 


He also reported on the Trails Workshop that was held last weekend. He stated the information that was collected prior to and during this workshop is now being compiled by the people in Olympia. He stated that once this is completed, he will bring information back to the council. 

He also reported on the Town Hall meeting he attended that was hosted by EDASC. He stated this was a four-hour workshop focusing on economic development. He stated there were a lot of tables and discussions. He stated a report will be developed from this workshop and he will make sure this is brought before council. He also reported that he has scheduled a meeting with the new EDASC director John Sternlicht. 

Announcements: Mayor Miller reported the Christmas tree arrived today and he would like to thank Seattle City Light for the generous donation. 

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:15 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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