Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

October 26, 2015
7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Dave Pfeiffer, Marla Reed, Mike Bartel and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Marla Reed made a motion to excuse Jack Mears. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Attorney David Day, and Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles.
Audience Members Signed In: John Boggs and Stephanie Morgareidge. 
Public Participation: Staff Presentation: Corrina Hart – Gratitude Graffiti Project: Corrina had everyone write down what they are thankful for on a Post-It note. She reviewed the program, which is offered through the AWC Wellness program, and the idea on how to spend some time being thankful for what we have. She stated that is the Gratitude Graffiti project. She reviewed some of the points and ideas within the program. She reported this will be a 40-day program. She stated that it has been proven that it takes 40 days to change your thought process. She also explained that this will be a community-wide program and stated the businesses that are also going to participate in the program. She reported the school will also be taking part. She stated that some places will have Post-It notes for people to write on and other places will have window chalk for writing what you are thankful for. She stated they can also sign up for the program and she will then send out videos and literature that will go along with the program. She stated the program helps to make you think about what you have and not what you don’t have. Corrina also reported that anything with profanity will be removed from the displays. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported the September incident report is included in their packets. He stated there is not really one thing that jumps out at him and they are mostly standard calls. He reported on an incident that occurred at The Hub, where the bartender had to use pepper spray. He stated he would rather the Sheriff’s deputies were called prior to an incident getting to the point where the bartender has to use pepper spray. He also reported the Liquor Control Board may be getting involved due to the possibility of overserving occurring at this establishment. 
He stated he spoke with Superintendent Hawkings and was told that homecoming had gone really well and without any known incidents. 

He also reported there are still ongoing issues with the new crosswalk system at SR 20 and Superior Ave., and they will continue to monitor this area. Mayor Miller stated that he would like anyone who witnesses any incidents at the crosswalk to please let the deputies and town know so we can keep track. He stated there needs to be a paper trail on this for possible future funding to make any additional improvements or add back the crosswalk elements that were removed. 

Mayor Miller also reported the air fresheners at the public restrooms need to be replaced. He stated that one was stolen and one was vandalized and made inoperable. He stated these need to be replaced and placed higher on the wall to avoid future theft or vandalism. 
CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Absent – Mayor Miller stated the Cody did not have anything new to update the council on at this time. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Workshop Minutes: October 13, 2015

· Town Council Minutes: October 13, 2015

· Approval of Claims Checks: #2248-#2260
Marla Reed made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Events Application – Veterans Day Ceremony: Mayor Miller requested to move this new business item to this portion of the meeting. He also requested a change in the order of the agenda items for future council meetings. Andrea Fichter stated that we could add a subcategory to the public participation sections for events applications. 

Stephanie Morgareidge stated the event will begin in Silo Park and then a walk down the rails to trails to Veterans Memorial Park, where they will have a flag-folding ceremony and a speaker who will discuss the history of Veterans Day. She stated they will then move to the American Legion, where there will be kids’ crafts and other things happening. She also stated the walk from Silo Park to Veterans Memorial Park will have photos and other memorabilia displayed along the trail. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the events application. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: 2016 Utility Rates and Fees – Resolution #2015-22: Andrea explained the addition of Sani-Can rental fees for emergency needs for both private and government entities. She stated that is the only change since the workshop. 
Mayor Miller opened the public hearing at 7:27 p.m.

No public comment. 

Mayor Miller closed the public hearing at 7:28 p.m.

Marla Reed made a motion to approve Resolution #2015-22. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Old Business: Sani-Can/Permanent – Quotes: Andrea Fichter reported on the quote received. She stated the town received three examples and she and the mayor had requested an actual quote on the one version. Discussion ensued on the costs and ideas for where these could be placed in town. It was also discussed that there may be funding for these types of things through different parks programs. It was also discussed that the town may be able to construct these types of facilities themselves for a lower cost. 
New Business: Nothing further.
Discussion Items: Superior Building – Mayor Miller reported that he, Andrea and Alan had met with Peter Carletti to discuss a preliminary layout for the new multi-use facility that will be constructed on the current site of the Superior Building. 
He also reported that he phoned all the contractors that were contacted regarding the small works roster notice that was sent out for completing a hazardous material survey of the Superior Building. He stated that he had also phoned contractors the town has used in the past for similar type work. He stated that Philips Environmental has requested the packet of information be sent to him. Andrea Fichter stated that she will send the packet to him first thing tomorrow morning. 
Upper Skagit Library: Nothing new. 
Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Dave Pfeiffer reported they are having issues with deer and elk on the runway. He stated that he has witnessed planes having to fly around the airport until they can land or have had to abort their landings all together. 
Parks: Marla Reed: Marla reported that Public Works is working on putting together the Silo Park playground equipment. It was stated that Alan, Marla and Mayor Miller will meet onsite tomorrow morning at 9:30 to map out where these will be placed. 
Community Garden: Marla Reed: Marla Reed stated they need to put together a cleanup crew and get the garden closed up for the winter. Mayor Miller stated that he has spoken with Jon Goodwin, a student at the high school who says he can get a crew together if given a few days notice. Mayor Miller and Marla stated they will plan a day and will provide food and drinks for the kids who show up to work. Mayor Miller reported that he has harvested pumpkins and potatoes from the garden recently. 

Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: Next meeting is November 11, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. at 5b’s Bakery.

Ginger reported they have discussed having a Porch Fest, which would consist of different musicians in town playing music all around town and people can wander from place to place listening to music. 
She reported they have also discussed different ideas for branding Concrete and having a town flag designed. 

Mayor Miller stated there have been numerous ideas discussed and they are now going through all those ideas and picking their favorites. He also stated some ideas would be more suitable for the town to complete and some ideas would be more suitable for the chamber, business owners, or citizens to complete. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported on the response letter received from Marty Glaser regarding the violation letter he was sent for work completed on his property without proper permitting. Marianne referred to the packet of information she distributed to council. She referred the council to the bullet points within that packet. She discussed the different items under each bullet point and the items that will be referenced in an additional letter that she will be sending out to Marty Glaser. She discussed the different permits, plans and schedule that will need to be submitted to the town to correct this violation. 
She stated the slope in the area where the work was completed has been well documented in previous years as being a critical area. She stated this slope is called out within his original logging permit, a survey that was completed as well as the town’s critical areas map. Marianne discussed what is going to be required to correct the violation. 

Marianne also stated that a geotechnical report will be required. She explained the correction process and if the corrections are not completed, how the town will move forward with enforcement actions. She reported a meeting between staff, the Mayor, the Department of Ecology and Marty Glaser will take place to discuss the next steps. 

It was the consensus of the council to move forward with the response letter and to set a meeting date. 

Marianne also reported the Planning Commission met last week and held a public hearing on the first half of the comprehensive plan update. She reported that they did not have anyone show up for the public hearing to provide testimony. She stated that two changes were suggested by the planning commission members. She reported the first suggested change was to review the industrial uses and see if some of these uses can be renamed as commercial light industrial zone since the town does not have a lot of industrial zoning available for these types of uses. She reported the second item was to add language regarding the visibility of downtown from the highway, which could include the removal or trimming of trees between the highway and downtown. Marianne reported that a public hearing will also be scheduled at the council level for December 14, 2015, and she is hopeful they will get more public input at that time. 
Marianne also reported that she spoke with Rich Philips regarding an issue with a donkey in town. She stated the owners did not have enough fenced pasture land to be able to have this donkey on their property and they received a violation letter, but that it seems they no longer have the donkey, so she believes this issue has resolved itself. 

Marianne also reported that she and George Theodoratus have been discussing the Swap Meet and George is going to write a proposal and submit it to Marianne for her review. Marianne stated that she has provided George with a lot of information on swap meets that he can refer to. She also stated that if George has not submitted or gotten approval on his proposal by the end of the year than his business license for next year will be issued with limitations set. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that she continues to work on the budget for 2016. She also reported the new IT person for the town has been working on converting to our new computers and server, as well as updating the software and emails. She also reported that she was told the Department of Health is most likely going to be funding all projects that were applied for in the latest round of applications. Andrea stated that once the town receives official notification, she can move forward with applying for additional funds to complete the water system improvements. 
Andrea reported the next budget workshop will be on the 2016 proposed budget. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan discussed the need to install a heater in the public restrooms. He stated that right now they are using a small portable heater, but would like to get quotes on a forced heat system. Mayor Miller stated that he is thinking about closing the restrooms at night to stop the vandalism and theft that is occurring. 
Andrea also reported the town should be receiving a quote on the installation of a generator at Town Hall in the next week or two. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Next meeting is November 17, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge and is open to the public.

He reported the Imagine Concrete Foundation held its annual board meeting recently. He reported they will also be holding a holiday bazaar on December 12 with lots of vendors and kids craft booths. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported he has received clearance from Commissioner Janicki to move forward with limbing the trees on county property between downtown and the highway to correct some visibility issues. He reported that he is also going to get some quotes on replacing the wooden picket fence along the sidewalk in this area with something that allows visibility from the highway as well. 
Announcements: Nothing.

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Dave Pfeiffer made a motion for adjournment at 8:37 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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