Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

September 28, 2015
7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Marla Reed, Mike Bartel and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Deputy Clerk Corrina Hart, Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles, and Town Engineer Cody Hart.

Audience Members Signed In: Drake* Scott, Calista Scott, George Theodoratus, and Bill Pfeifer. 
Public Participation: Calista Scott – Diaper Need Awareness Week: Mayor Miller asked if this was a corporate marketing scheme by Huggies. Calista Scott stated that Huggies commissioned a study regarding the need for diapers and has donated millions of diapers a year to this cause. She stated the need is great to those who are at or below the poverty line and that diapers can cost approximately $100.00 per month for one child. 

Calista explained why she became a part of this movement. She stated that she has gone to many of the mayors and commissioners in Skagit County, trying to garner support for this cause. She stated that National Diaper Need Awareness Week started today. 

Mayor Miller asked what good a proclamation does. Calista stated it helps with bringing awareness to the need. She stated that awareness can spawn action. 

Marla Reed made a motion for Mayor Miller to sign the proclamation. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously with Ginger Kyritsis abstained. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported on a break-in at the Concrete Food Bank. He reported that a laptop was stolen. He reported that one suspect is in custody and a second possible suspect may also be in custody tomorrow. 

Sergeant Kading also reported on some graffiti done in nail polish on a bench at the library. 

He also reported that he will have a deputy make contact with Tracie Meacham, the school crossing guard, for her notes on any issues at the school crossing. Mayor Miller reported that he had sent an email to the Department of Transportation reporting the concern with the lights not working. Marla Reed asked if the town can get the center light with the overhang crosswalk sign back. Sergeant Kading also reported that he does not believe the zigzag marks are working. Mayor Miller stated the zigzags are meant to make drivers slow down. Sergeant Kading stated the Sheriff’s Department would also like to see the center light with the overhang crosswalk sign put back. 

Sergeant Kading reported there was also some malicious mischief at the library, with some items put into the book slot. 

Mayor Miller reported there has been an increase in crime in the Marblemount area and they will be holding a community meeting to discuss this issue. 

Alan Wilkins reported that he witnessed a car casing the area around his neighborhood today and called 911. 

Sergeant Kading reported they are aware of these people and are trying to catch them in the actual act of a crime. 

CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Skagit County Economic Development Grant: Cody reported on this grant opportunity and the call for projects came out this week. He reported there are two projects for which the town could apply for funds. He stated this funding could be used to close the gap with the Spray Park project, as well as the design and cost estimates for the multi-use facility. He stated the amounts stated in the email are approximate and that there is not a matching fund requirement for this funding. He also reported the applications are due in four weeks, with award notifications being made in November of 2015 and funds available in January 2016. 

Cody stated there would be an approximate cost of $2,000 to $3,000 to prepare the applications. He suggested coordination in the next 2-3 weeks between himself, council and staff. He requested direction from council. 

It was the consensus of council to move forward with both applications. 

I&I Project Funding and Options: Cody reported the Department of Ecology funding applications are mostly complete and will be submitted in the next week or so. He stated the total project costs are approximately $1,000,000 for the I&I repairs. He reported there are options for the project schedule and the decisions made now will affect how this project will proceed over the next 1½ years. 


Cody reported on the options before the council. He reported one option would be to wait until funding is secured to install monitoring wells, which need to be in place for at least a season for monitoring to occur. He stated funds would not be available until approximately August 2016, which would push the project out for actual construction into September 2017. Cody also reported on another option, which would be to install the monitoring wells now and then if funding is received, these costs can be put toward the funding and would allow the town to complete construction in October of 2016. He stated the costs for installing the monitoring wells is approximately $6,000 to $7,000 for one day of work. 

Alan Wilkins stated that he does not think the town should wait on getting this project started. He stated the membranes are starting to go bad. Discussion ensued on the options before the council. Mike Bartel asked who would monitor the wells. It was stated that Public Works would do the monitoring. It was also asked how long the data from the monitoring would be good for. Cody stated that this kind of data is good forever. 

Marianne stated the I&I repair project is listed as number one for completion in the Capital Facilities Plan. Dave Pfeiffer asked if there is a percentage that would cause mitigation. Jack Mears asked if leaks in the sewer system would be repaired with this funding. Cody stated yes this funding would be to repair leaks within the sewer system. Alan Wilkins stated that he believed that Andrea Fichter had stated the town could afford to proceed with the installation of the monitoring wells. 

Marla Reed made a motion to pursue installing the monitoring wells with confirmation from Andrea that the money is there to complete. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Department of Health Water System Improvement Funding Application: Cody reported this funding application would complete waterline improvements along Main Street, meter installation, and replacement of the wooden water reservoir. He reported this would be approximately a $1,000,000 funding request and the town would be notified in spring 2016. Discussion ensued on the costs for meters and the meter installation, and that these costs will most likely increase over the next year due to code changes. Mike Bartel asked if the town’s equipment would be used for this task. Alan stated the town would have to rent the equipment. 

Reichhardt and Ebe Engineering – Janice Marlega: Secondary Access Project – Supplement Request for Time Extension: Janice stated that they still need to complete a couple items. She stated they should be able to complete these items by October 31, 2015. She also stated the town may want to keep the contract open until the town is ready to proceed with the right-of-way portion and construction so that if needed, Reichhardt & Ebe could answer any questions that may come up. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to extend the contract to December 31, 2016, for this project. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried with Marla Reed recused and Dave Pfeiffer opposed. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: August 24, 2015

· Approval of Claims Checks: #2199-#2210

· Approval of Payroll Checks:

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None.
Old Business: Resolution #2015-18 – Property Tax Revenue Distribution: Mayor Miller reported he spoke with Andrea Fichter regarding this item and stated that this can be discussed at the next council meeting. 

DRAFT Ordinance #743: Set Workshop Date: Marla Reed suggested canceling the Parks Committee meeting on October 13 and set the workshop for that date and time. It was the consensus of the council to hold the workshop on October 13, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. prior to the budget workshop. 

Regional Mobility State Capital Equipment Grant Agreement: Mayor Miller stated this agreement is for the funding for the Park and Ride project. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the agreement. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
New Business: Resolution #2015-21 – Approval to Seek Funding for Water System Improvements: Mayor Miller stated this is a resolution to seek funding for water system improvements that were discussed earlier during the meeting. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the resolution. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Events Application – Concrete Chamber of Commerce, Trunk N Treat: Val Stafford and Em Beals reported on the event. They stated there will be a scarecrow-making contest and a sidewalk parade on the way into the Town Center for the kids, with kids being able to trick-or-treat on their way. They will end the parade at Bear Square with a Trunk N Treat, and then there will be a movie playing at 4 p.m. After the movie is over, the kids can go to the Lion’s Club event at the school. It was stated there will also be face-painting later that evening and the scarecrows will be displayed on the street lightpoles and the movie will also play again that evening. 

It was stated they would need a couple garbage cans and candlesticks for closing Bear Square. It was also stated to close Baker Street Avenue from Main Street to McKee Alley from 2:00 p.m to 5:00 p.m. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the events application. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building – Nothing.

Upper Skagit Library: Nothing. 
Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears reported Gary Dunlap is getting ready to pour concrete for his hangar. He also reported it has been good flying weather. 

Parks: Marla Reed: Marla Reed reported she would like to see the playground equipment get installed soon. Mayor Miller reported that Public Works is working on getting the road sealing work done first. 


Mayor Miller also reported cherry trees were planted on Sunday at Veterans Memorial Park and the signage will be ordered in the spring. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Marla Reed reported the season is winding down. Mayor Miller reported on the insulation, OSB and electrical work at the garden shed. 


Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: Next meeting is October 14, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. at 5b’s Bakery. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported that Chris Edwards has submitted plans for his hangar, with roof lines that are different from the other buildings up there and only sides on the building for now until he can get the pull doors installed. She reported on one of the items he was asking about is the town has changed some of the requirements for buildings at the airport and they were changed after he completed his other building. She stated that he was unhappy that those rule changes came into effect after he completed his hangar and that his construction was more costly because of what is being allowed now. Marianne stated that she tried to explain to him that he had to build with the rules that are in place at the time of building permit issuance. She stated overall that her meeting with him went very well and she is excited about his ideas. 

Marianne also reported on some clearing activities that have occurred on the Glaser property near the airport. She reported that she and Rich Philips made a site visit and reviewed the work that was completed on this property. She reported that it appears in 2006 they had a permit to log the site. She stated the logging was completed and it just grew back up in scotch broom and other vegetation. She stated they went in, without discussing with the town or getting any permits and cleared all the scotch broom and other vegetation and then they piled it all up and pushed it over the incredibly steep slope, which is a critical area. She stated there is a stretch of about 75 feet of debris. Marianne reported that when you walk to the edge of that bank, you cannot take another step without falling to your death, which is how steep the slope is. 

She also stated the 2006 DNR permit for logging the area states the area is highly erodible and unstable. She stated that at this time the debris and materials are just hanging there, but when the rains come, it is going to erode and settle and become a mess.

Marianne reported there is a critical areas violation, as well as a storm water violation for clearing more than an acre. She reported that if more than an acre of land is cleared, you must have a storm water permit through the Department of Ecology, which the property owner did not do. She stated there are storm water issues and critical areas issues, and if they moved more than 100 cubic feet of earth, they should have also completed SEPA and gotten a fill-and-grade permit. She reported she has put together a draft letter for Marty Glaser with a list of all these violations. Once this is sent, she will also notify the Department of Ecology because there is a violation of the storm water general permit, which the state holds under the NPDES permit, which is a federal program, and the town is obligated to report the violation or they could put their own NPDES standings in jeopardy. 

Marianne stated they removed all of the vegetation and then rolled it out flat so the storm water is going to run right off, which creates this big gap over a highly erodible area. She stated the first thing they will have to do is get the soils stabilized somehow by hydro seeding, straw, or some other method. She stated they will also need to provide the town with an engineer’s report on the storm water plan for the site in the future, a geotechnical report regarding the bank and what is going to be done to correct it, a planting plan done by a professional, and then proceed with the planting in that 50- to 75-foot buffer area. She stated this is a big deal. 

Jack Mears stated there was a short plat done in this area. Marianne stated that she is aware of the short plat, but that does not change anything with the violations that have occurred now. 

Jack Mears stated that if somebody bought the rest of those lots, they would come in and clear them first. Marianne stated that yes they probably would, but they would get the proper permits first and they would not shove the debris over the bank. She stated that this area has had a boundary line adjustment completed and the top of the bank is clearly marked and that the critical area is well known. 

Marianne stated that once the letter goes out, she is sure she will hear from the Glasers and once she does they will sit down and go over a schedule of when these items will be completed. She stated at this point it is when the items will be completed, not if. Marianne stated the letter will go out on Wednesday, September 30. 

Marianne also reported on some information from Mobilitie Utility Company with regard to cell phone towers and equipment. She reported town staff has been getting numerous emails and phone calls from this company with questions. She reported this company installs antennae that act as boosters for cell and Internet services. She reported they are looking at different areas in Concrete, which has been identified as a place that needs this type of services. She stated they are currently looking at places along Main Street, McKee Alley and Magnus Place. 

She reported they mentioned rules and regulations regarding right-of-way and the use of it for services like this. Marianne stated the right-of-way they are referring to is state right-of-way and not town right-of-way. She reported the town governs its own right-of-way and if the town wants to allow something like that, a fee should put in place. She also stated that she and Corrina have both researched this company and it seems to them that this company puts these services in and then reaches out to the providers for use of the services and there is not any real benefit to the town. 

Marianne reported that her concern right now is that if they do want to construct something like this in town, the town does not have any current ordinances or guidance for these. She stated that she is starting to work on this and may ask for a moratorium on the construction of these until such an ordinance can be completed and put into place. 

Discussion ensued between council members, mayor, staff and Marianne regarding the types of these antennas and the different cell towers within Skagit County and the agreements associated with these, as well as the service providers. Marianne explained the process for permitting these. Mayor Miller stated he believes if anything further is to be discussed with this company, it will need to come to council. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Mayor Miller referred the council to the information provided by Andrea in her absence. Mayor Miller stated the clerk treasurer items are basically FYI items. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Nothing

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Next meeting is October 20, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge and is open to the public.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported he attended the second Community Health Needs Assessment meeting, which is for the entire Upper Valley. He reported they met on September 22 for four hours. He reported it brought a lot of players together in one room for discussion. He stated they discussed mental health and addictions issues. He stated there is a lot of grant money available for these types of programs especially for smaller communities where the funders can actually see the results. 

Mayor Miller thanked Jack Mears and Larry Mitchell for the chair donation at Town Hall. 

Announcements: Nothing.

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 9:00 p.m. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


