Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

September 14, 2015
7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Marla Reed, Mike Bartel and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Deputy Clerk Corrina Hart, Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles, and Town Engineer Cody Hart.

Audience Members Signed In: Mitchell Metcalf, Terry Hobbs, Brooke Pederson and Bill Pfeifer.

Public Participation: Farm To School: Mitchell Metcalf stated that he works with United General District 304 and the Farm to School program. Mitchell was here to invite the mayor and council to attend Taste Washington Day at the Elementary and High School on October 7, 2015, at 11:00 a.m. at the elementary school or 11:30 at the high school. He asked that they participate by helping to feed the students that day. Marla Reed reported that the Farm to School program in Concrete is being used as an example statewide. The school has applied for another grant that looks very promising and will help with funding for this program. Marla stated that this program allows schools to buy produce from local farms. They have also been working on getting some produce donated as well. Dave Pfeiffer asked if this was allowed through the USDA and Marla stated that it has to be and that some of the USDA funds are even being used to buy the produce, but it is more limiting on what farms can be utilized. 

City Towing: Terry Hobbs was here to represent Cascades Towing, a new tow company on State Route 20. Terry asked that he be added as a rotating tow company so that he could share the local business with Dave’s Towing. Terry stated that he has 2 trucks for hauling. Dave Pfeifer asked if he tows for the state. Terry stated that he is not yet licensed to tow for the state because his impound yard is not yet licensed. He is working on that process with the county. Corrina Hart explained that Dave’s Towing does have a contract with the town and that it is up at the end of 2015. Corrina also explained that we have never paid Dave’s Towing for a tow; she explained the process for picking up an abandoned vehicle by the tow company. Terry also asked council for half of the signage rights in town. These would be the towing signs that are on town property currently. Terry stated that the advertising is just as important as the tow business.

Dave Pfeifer asked if we could give a tow company exclusive rights in town. Corrina did not know and asked that they get more information from Andrea.
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported that it has been a very average month, with not much happening. He stated that deputies have been monitoring the crosswalk and that he feels that the safety is just average. He stated that there have not been any near misses, but he does not feel that the lights are very visible. Dave Pfeifer stated that he felt the zigzag markings on the street were distracting, but not in the intended way: He said they made him stare at the road surface, rather than looking for people in or near the crosswalk. There was also some discussion regarding the blue light that is always visible being confusing for some, thinking it is an emergency phone or a camera.

Sergeant Kading stated that he has nothing to do with the zigzag marks. Cody reminded everyone that there are a lot of players in the crosswalk, including DOT and Transportation Administration. Cody also stated that the only way to make change with the state is to keep documenting problems. Sergeant Kading stated that the crossing guard, Tracie Meacham, can call him each time there is a problem and he will make a record of it. He asked Marla Reed to give Tracy that information.

He reported they will continue to monitor the crossing during school zone hours unless they get a call during that time. 

CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Dillard Ave. Waterline Replacement Pay Request. Cody stated that there is still a punch list with approximately $3,000.00 on it, so there will be another pay request. Marla Reed asked if we were still under budget. Cody stated that we are within the base bid budget. 
Marla Reed made a motion to approve the pay request. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Dillard Ave. Waterline Replacement Supplement Request. Cody reported that the additional request for funds was based on additional work performed due to unforeseen change orders. He stated that the increase was $2,500.00. 
Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve the supplement request. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Task Order 2015-8 DOE I & I Funding Application Assistance. Cody stated that this is a million dollar project and the application is due by October 6, 2015. Cody stated that we received a grant for an I & I study a couple of years ago and further explained the suggestions that came from the study. Ginger Kyritsis asked when the project will be awarded. Cody stated that he thought it was late spring 2016. Mayor Miller asked how much of the project the grant covers. Cody stated that this grant would cover all of the identified I & I projects.

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve Task Order 2015-8. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: August 24, 2015

· Approval of Claims Checks: #2149-2192

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None.
Old Business: Resolution #2015-16 - Termination of Lease – Darren Clarkson Lot #39: Marla Reed made a motion to approve Resolution # 2015-16. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
New Business: Mears Field Lot #39 – Lease Approval – June Moore: Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve the lease. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance # 743 – DRAFT execution of Construction Contracts and Change Orders: Mayor Miller explained the need for this ordinance. Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer and Marla Reed do not agree with using percentages and making decisions like this without council approval. Alan Wilkins did not agree with having to go to the engineer for approval or consideration. Alan stated that he has more knowledge of the utilities in this town than the engineer does and he should not have to ask him. After some discussion it was decided to table the discussion until a workshop could be held to see how the council wanted to handle these situations.

Resolution # 2015-17 - Amended 2015 Fee Schedule: Mayor Miller explained that the amendment was to add the cherry trees. Mayor Miller noted that the word “plaque” was spelled incorrectly on the draft. He explained that 5 trees would be planted this fall and another 6 in the spring. 
Marla Reed made a motion to approve Resolution #2015-17 with the word correction made. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Resolution # 2015-18 - Distribution of Property Tax Revenues: Discussion ensued regarding why this document was being brought to council at this time instead of during budget talks. It was decided to table the discussion to ask Andrea for clarification.

Proclamation – Diaper Need Awareness Week: Discussion ensued regarding why we were making this proclamation and whether or not we should be accepting donations at Town Hall. Ginger Kyritsis noted that the campaign is sponsored by Huggies. 
Marla Reed made a motion to approve the proclamation. Ginger Kryitsis seconded the motion. The motion failed with Jack Mears, Mike Bartel and Dave Pfeiffer opposed.

Resolution # 2015-19 – Authorization to Seek Project Funding – I & I Repairs: Mayor Miller explained that this is similar to other resolutions that we have passed, which give council consent to seek funding. 
Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-19. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Events Application- Ghost Walk: Discussion ensued regarding the addition of “Trunk or Treat” to this annual event. Marla Reed stated that she was concerned about the time of the trunk or treat event coinciding with the Lion’s Club Halloween Party at the Elementary School. 
Marla Reed made a motion to approve the events application with a conversation being had between the Lions Club and the Chamber regarding the time of the trunk or treat event following the Lion Club event. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Discussion Items: Superior Building – Nothing.

Upper Skagit Library: This has been changed to a discussion item as Dave Pfeiffer is no longer a liaison between the town and the library. There was nothing new to discuss at this time.
Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears reported that the paving has been completed at the airport and he is very happy with the job that was done. Jack also reported that Larry Mitchell’s hanger is starting to go up. Marianne reminded Jack that Larry’s hanger is not within the airport boundaries. Jack also reported that there is a big crack on the airport ramp that needs to be sealed.

Parks: Marla Reed: Marla reported that the playground equipment is here and just needs to be installed. Marla also reported that the committee is working on plans for Knott Hill Park for 2016. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Marla reported that all of the corn has been picked and there are still lots of tomatoes. She stated that the garden is winding down and should be wrapping up soon.


Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: Ginger was not present. Next meeting is October 14, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. at 5b’s Bakery. Mayor Miller reported that Philip Moran has stepped down as their financial person and that they will be looking for someone new to fill the role. Mayor Miller also reported that they are trying to have an EDASC leader present at their November meeting.

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported on Jay Welch’s Site Plan Review and Resolution #2015-20. Marianne explained that all development at the airport must go through the council because the land is owned by the Town of Concrete. 

Marianne reported that it looks like water will be going in to several hangers. Larry Mitchell is required to put in water because he is a residence and it looks like others at the airport are working with him to hook into that system.

Marianne also reported that the museum is still working on a plan for its undeveloped lots.

Marianne explained the two drain fields on Jay Welch’s site plan. One is for his buildings and the other is for his son’s future building on Lot 46. Marianne stated that there had been a meeting with the Fire Marshall, Fire Chief, Building Inspector and Jay Welch and she heard it went very well. Jay will be getting engineered plans back to the town for fire protection. Marianne recommended that council approve Resolution # 2015-20. Dave Pfeiffer asked if in the future we will be allowing one building on 4 lots. Marianne stated that was a decision that council had previously made. Marla Reed asked if most of Lot 46 would be a grassy area. Marianne stated that it would. Marianne stated that Jay Welch had done everything right so far. 
Jack Mears made a motion to approve Resolution # 2015-20. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Marianne also reported that Marla Reed and the Parks Committee had requested that she work on re-zoning Knott Hill Park to public instead of residential so that they could put equipment there.

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Nothing
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Nothing

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Next meeting is September 15, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge and is open to the public.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported on a CERT program that is being established in town. The program gives 6 weeks of training for anyone who is interested in volunteering during an emergency in the community. If you are interested you can contact Marcie Pierce at 360-853-7420.

Announcements: Nothing.

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:50 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer

PAGE 
iv
September 14, 2015



Minutes prepared by Corrina Hart
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


