Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

August 10, 2015
7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Marla Reed, Mike Bartel and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles, and Town Engineer Cody Hart.

Audience Members Signed In: John Boggs, Bill Pfeifer, and Don Payne. 

Public Participation: None. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading stated that he only had time to complete one page of the incident report for last month. He reported the call volume has increased significantly, up to approximately 62 calls. He stated that most of these calls were domestic or mental health issues and not major crimes. 

He also reported on a black bear that was sighted by the library earlier today. He stated the black bear was reported to be approximately 100 to 150 pounds and was last seen heading underneath the Thompson Bridge down to the river. He also reported this may be the same bear that was reported to be near the school and airport a few weeks ago. Sergeant Kading reported Fish and Wildlife have been notified and they will work on tracking the bear and removing it from the area. 

Sergeant Kading also reported on a vendor who was arrested at the Swap Meet over the weekend for selling stolen goods. He stated this may also lead to other arrests. 

Mayor Miller asked about the research into the language on the weapons free zone sign at Silo Park. Sergeant Kading stated he has sent an inquiry to Arn Denny regarding this item, but has not received a response as of yet. It was stated the legality of the language needs to be researched further and updated if needed. 

Mayor Miller also reported that he and Cody will be meeting with WSDOT on Friday to discuss the lighting issues at the new crosswalk. He stated that WSDOT has stated the project was completed within industry standards, but there may be some obstructions along that area that need to be moved. 

CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Task Order #2015-7 – TIB Funding Applications: Cody reported on the task order for applications to TIB for the completion of West Main Street. He stated this would finalize the funding needed to fully complete the project. He stated this will be two separate applications for two different programs offered by the funding agency. 

Mayor Miller reported the task order included in the packet states the cost is $1,500.00, but it should be for an amount not to exceed of $2,070.00, which correlates to the scope of work included in their packets. Cody reported typically for one application the cost would be approximately $1,500.00, but the increase will cover completing both applications. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the task order with the amount of $2,070.00. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody also reported on two change orders for the Dillard Avenue Water Line project. He stated these were provided to him after the packets were completed and have been distributed to the council separately for their review. He stated these are for two separate items that were requested by town staff. He stated the first is additional work for replacing the waterline up Eriksen Place. He stated this line is rotted out in places with many leaks, and that continued patching of this line is not feasible. He stated the other is for the removal of a stump. He stated these change orders would be an increase to the total project costs. 

Cody reported they are six working days into the project with no problems so far, and the contractor is currently under on some items and he does not foresee any overages occurring. He also reported on a few items that are already fully completed. 

Mike Bartel requested further information on the change order for the stump removal. Cody stated that he is not fully aware of the need to remove the stump but that it was requested by Alan Wilkins and Rich Philips. 

Alan Wilkins was not in attendance so Mayor Miller called him and spoke to him on speaker phone during the meeting. Mayor Miller requested that Alan explain the need to remove the stump to the council. Alan explained the stump is a maple stump that has shoots coming off of it that are starting to grow. He reported the stump is approximately 5-6 feet in diameter and larger than the public works department is able to remove. He also reported the stump is located in the area where the proposed water line for Eriksen Place could be located. It was stated the town could dispose of the wood and brush after the removal. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve both change orders with the removal of the wood and brush dump fee charge. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody also reported that the town was not selected for the Limestone Street design funding that was applied for. He stated that SCOG had believed there would be approximately $300,000 to $400,000 available in funding and there was only actually $60,000 available, so only one project was selected and it was not the town. 

Cody also reported on dotted centerline extensions for Superior Avenue and State Route 20. He stated these would help drivers to follow the correct path when turning on and off the highway. He stated that he and the mayor will discuss this option further with WSDOT on Friday. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: July 27, 2015

· Approval of Claims Checks: #2102-#2127

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None.
Old Business: Pilots’ Lounge Paving Project: Discussion on the bids received for the paving project at the airport lounge driveway ensued. Cost, materials and warranties were also discussed. 

Jack Mears stated the chosen contractor may also be able to perform the work that was discussed previously for paving the gravel area between Loggers Landing and the Swap Meet area. Marianne explained that the property is owned by the town, but that a survey would need to be completed so that construction markers could be placed. She reported the survey work would cost approximately $1,500.00 to complete. She stated after the survey was completed, grading and prep work could begin and Alan and Cody may need to review the area to determine the amount of prep work and grading that may need to be completed. 

It was the consensus of the council to move forward with getting a formal quote for the survey work. 

Marla Reed made a motion to accept the bid from DMarks Paving. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
New Business: USDA Fire Department Equipment Project: Andrea reported on the list that she and Rich worked on putting together for the funding application for the purchase of fire department equipment. She also reported on the funding the town has been awarded, a total amount of $8,500.00 with the town contributing $2,200.00 and $6,300.00 coming from USDA. 


Marla Reed stated the town needs to seek funding for new turnout gear. Andrea reported that she will be researching funding options for this. 

Mike Bartel made a motion to approve the funding. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion Items: Superior Building – Andrea reported that she has not received the clarification back from the lab for the abatement survey quote that was received. 
Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears reported on the EEA picnic that was held over the weekend. He reported that Larry Mitchell has poured the pad for his hangar. He also reported the gutters on the east side of the lounge still need to be repaired.

Parks: Marla Reed: Marla reported on the Parks Committee meeting held earlier this evening. She stated they discussed the new equipment that was purchased and should be delivered soon. She reported they also discussed ideas for Knott Hill Park. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Marla reported the mayor has been harvesting a lot of tomatoes recently. Mayor Miller reported that he has been in contact with the person who will be working on the gazebo. Marla reported on some carrots that were pulled from beds at the garden. 

Upper Skagit Library: Dave Pfeiffer: Nothing new to report. 


Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: Next meeting is August 12, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. at 5b’s Bakery.

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported that she met with Barry Smith from the airport museum during the fly-in. She stated they talked about some of the ideas the museum has for their vacant lots at the airport, which included the possibility of an event center or dance hall type building. Discussion ensued regarding the language in the leases that states the building will be a hangar or serve aviation purposes. Marianne stated the airport could be a great economic generator for the town and the ideas they discussed fit into the spirit of what is in the airport zoning code and comprehensive plan. She stated the leases and the zoning code should work together. She reported that she explained to Barry that she would need some type of proposal that she can review and then work with them on completing a project. 

It was stated that an amendment or modification may be needed for the leases. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that she spent her first day back from vacation basically going through her inbox and emails. She stated the June 2015 Treasurer’s report is included in their packets. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Mayor Miller stated that Alan Wilkins is on vacation. 

Mike Bartel stated that he has been asked about maintenance to the totem sign and he also asked about street striping. Mayor Miller stated that both of those items are on his list to discuss with Public Works. 

Marla Reed reported on a phone call she received asking her if there is lime in the town’s water. Ginger Kyritsis stated that she believes she is having an issue with lime in the water that may be plugging some of the lines to her house and her sons. 


Andrea Fichter stated that she had not ever heard of lime being an issue with the town’s water. It was stated that Public Works needs to be notified so they can do testing. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Next meeting is August 18 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge and is open to the public.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller stated that he and Cody will meet with WSDOT on Friday to discuss the new crosswalk as well as the dotted extensions lines. 

Announcements: Mayor Miller announced that Cascade Days will take place this weekend and the Concrete Fire Department will also be holding a garage sale this weekend. He stated if anyone has donations they can drop them off at Town Hall and if they do not have any donations, to please stop buy and purchase something from the sale. 

Mayor Miller requested the microphones in council chambers be hooked back up so the audience can better hear the mayor and council. 

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:03 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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