Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

July 13, 2015
7:00 p.m. Mayor Pro-tem Mike Bartel called the meeting to order. Mayor Pro-tem Mike Bartel led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Marla Reed, and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Marla Reed made a motion to excuse Mayor Miller. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles, Town Engineer Cody Hart and Town Attorney David Day.
Audience Members Signed In: None. 

Public Participation: George Theodoratus-Swap Meet: George stated that he would like to give an update on the swap meet. He stated he has received a couple of complaints, one being about people camping overnight and that they left their tent up all week and people thought they were living there. He stated he has had some people that want to set up on Friday because they have better business on Friday than they do on Sundays. He reported that he is also speaking with the people who run the Saturday Market about putting signs at the swap meet area directing people to the Saturday Market as well. He reported that he is trying to keep the area clean and respond to any complaints. 

Jack Mears stated that he believes this is a good thing and provides a place for people to get rid of their junk or treasures. He stated that he has not heard a lot of complaints. 

George reported on another complaint that was received regarding loud music being played. He stated it was later discovered that this was a customer who pulled in. George stated that he directed the swap meet people to help with that and if it happens again to ask the customer to turn it down. 

Ginger Kyritsis asked how the swap meet was originally permitted. George stated that this was permitted some time ago and approved by the Town Council. Andrea Fichter stated that the permitting was done administratively by the town’s previous town planner. 

Marianne Manville-Ailles explained her understanding of how this was originally permitted. She reported the code states that businesses conducted in this area are supposed to be conducted within a structure unless it is considered to be temporary. She stated that she believes the previous town planner allowed this based on the assumption that the swap meet would only be occurring on the weekends. She stated this is a great economic generator for the town and the town does want to see if continue but staff will need to work with George to develop some rules and regulations regarding swap meets. She stated that one of the complaints that she has received is that people are staying the night there and that is not allowed. She stated that George is working on that. She stated that by the end of the year they hope to have something in place so that some guidelines and rules are in effect for next year. 

George reported that he is currently researching putting up some more permanent type structures in this area where small businesses could start. He stated that he would still have the swap meet along the frontage. Marianne reported that she has spoken with George about this idea and will work with him when he develops a more definite plan. She reported that something of that nature currently has guidelines in place and the town would need to make sure the code is being followed. Ginger Kyritsis stated that she believes for now the swap meet should only occur on the weekends and not become an all-week event. Marianne reported the town is only allowing for it to occur on the weekends for now. She stated the town is not trying to shut the swap meet down, but needs to make sure we are being consistent and mindful of the residential area as well. She stated the town and George needs to make sure there is a buffer between the residential and commercial uses. 

Jack Mears asked if there are different rules for residential and commercial when it comes to noise issues. Marianne explained that when you have commercial property adjacent to residential, the noise regulations are more mindful of the residential area. She stated that this is state law. 

Marianne stated that she will work on developing rules and guidelines for this area and for swap meets in general. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported on the June 2015 incident report. He stated there was a low volume of calls for June. He stated that usually the average calls are around 60 per month and there were only around 40 for June. 

Sergeant Kading reported that the Youth Activity Day went really well. He reported they had planned on having the SWAT vehicle there, but it broke down on the way up here for it. 

Marla Reed asked about a horse that was hit on the highway and what the Sheriff Department’s position is on putting an animal down. She reported that she was told the horse had a couple broken legs and looked to be suffering, right after the incident occurred. Sergeant Kading reported that it depends on which agency responds and there are different protocols for the Sheriff and the State Patrol. He reported that their position is if the animal is suffering and obviously not going to make it, they will put the animal down. 

Sergeant Kading also reported on a bear sighting up at the school today. He stated that Fish and Wildlife had been called, but were unable to locate the bear. Marla Reed and Dave Pfeiffer stated they believe it has been around the airport for the last few days because their dogs have been acting differently. Sergeant Kading reported that if Fish and Wildlife officials are able to locate the animal, they may trap it and move it away from town. 
CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Task Order 2015-1A – 2015 On-Call Services: Cody reported on the on-call task order supplement. Andrea Fichter reported that she had included a summary of the cost associated with the on-call services so far this year. She stated this task order will be a not-to-exceed amount of $12,500.00. She stated this is a $5,000.00 increase from the original task order. Cody stated that he believes this amount will be sufficient to cover on-call services until the end of the year. 

Ginger Kyritsis asked about the zip line. Cody stated they are still in the research and marketing phase. He stated they will report back to council once they receive responses on their research. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve Task Order 2015-1A. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody also gave a brief update on the South Dillard Waterline Project. He reported the plans have been finalized and the project has been put out for advertisement. He stated they will have a pre-bid meeting this Wednesday and bids will be opened next week. He stated there are two parts to the bid: One is the base bid and the other is an alternate bid. He stated the base bid will cover the work on South Dillard from State Route 20 to Eriksen Place. He stated the alternate bid will include going underneath State Route 20 to North Dillard and making this a looped line. He reported the engineer’s estimate for the total project at this time is approximately $215,000.00

Reichhardt and Ebe Engineering: Superior Avenue/SR20 Intersection Improvements – Pay Request #2, Larry Brown Construction: Janice Marlega reported on pay estimate number two for this project. She reported they still have the school zone system to install. She stated this has been ordered and should be arriving soon. She stated that once it is received, it should only take them a couple days to install, and then DOT will need to do a final inspection. She stated that she believes this should all be completed within the next couple weeks. She also reported that this project is approximately $15,000 under budget. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve pay request #2. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: June 22, 2015

· Approval of Claims Checks: #2044-2078

· Approval of Payroll Checks
Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None.
Old Business: None.
New Business: Events Application – Concrete Old Fashioned Fly-In: Discussion ensued on the need for Sani-cans and how many the town currently has available and on the need to purchase new ones. Andrea will research the cost for purchasing new ones and will also look into renting a couple for this event. Jack stated he will talk to Rich about having a fire truck and crew at the airport during the event. He stated they used to always be up there, but since they are not cooking this year, he will talk to Rich and see if someone can still be there. Alan stated that he can talk to Rich as well. Ginger Kyritsis stated that she believes it is important for the department to be there. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the events application. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Lease Assignment – Lot #13 Hangar Sale and Lease Name Change: Andrea reported that this lease was in Ted, Betty and Steve Hendrickson’s names. She reported that Ted and Betty have released their interest in the hangar to Steve and his wife Cynthia. She stated this will assign the current lease to Steve and Cynthia and remove Ted and Betty. She also reported this lease assignment has been reviewed by David Day.

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve the lease assignment. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Events Application – Cascade Days: Andrea reported that she believed they would not need Sani-cans at Silo Park on Sunday this year because the mud run will start and end at Veterans Park instead of Silo Park. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the events application. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Airport Lease Defaults: Dennis Harkless and Darren Clarkson: Andrea reported on the process for the termination of these leases. She reported the 30-day letters have been sent out and if payment is not received at the end of those 30 days, a 3-day notice to vacate will be placed on the property. She stated usually payment is made prior to that step. She stated she will update them further at the first meeting in August. 

Discussion Items: Superior Building – NVL Labs Response: Andrea reported that after the last meeting, she sent a request to NVL Labs requesting clarification on the items that were pointed out by David Day. She reported that she has not received a response from them yet. 
Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack reported there have been a lot of planes flying in and out of the airport. He also reported that Gary Dunlap looks like he is getting ready to pour his foundation for his hangar on lots #48 and #49. 

Jack also reported that the grass is starting to brown now that the sprinkling has been cut back. Alan explained the instance when the flow at one of the reservoirs was down. He reported that he checked the airport and they had 12 sprinklers going. He reported that he has instructed them to cut back on the watering for now. He reported that they are keeping a close eye on the flow at the reservoirs. Alan also reported that he has suggested to the school that they use their irrigation system for watering when they can. 

Parks: Marla Reed: Marla reported they are looking to purchase some new playground equipment to add on to the playground at Silo Park. She reported they are looking at a climbing dome and an item called an overdrive, which is where kids can hang and spin around. She reported there’s approximately $5,000 in the parks fund available to spend on these items but they will cost approximately $6,300.00. She requested approval from council to expend the extra funds. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to allow for the purchase of parks equipment for a cost of approximately $6,300.00. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Marla also reported that the Youth Activity Day had gone really well. She reported that attendance was a little down this year, but it was hot out. She reported they went through about 700 bottles of water. 

Jack asked about the Community Movie Nights and if the town was still thinking about spending funds on this. Andrea and Marla reported they will be doing some research into different options to see if it is something that can still be done. It was stated that a new and better projector may allow the town to start the movies earlier which is part of the reason some people are not attending. Andrea is also going to contact the City of Sedro-Woolley and see how they run their movie nights. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Marla Reed reported things in the garden are growing and they will have an abundance of tomatoes this year. Alan reported that some of them look like they might be getting a bit of blight. Marla stated that she spent some time the other day cleaning some up and will go back and work on some more. 

Upper Skagit Library: Dave Pfeiffer: Dave reported the foundation is moving ahead and starting to get organized. 


Ginger stated that she saw some library support t-shirts and will look into where to get those. 

Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: Ginger reported on Cache in Concrete. She explained this and that there are booklets available. She reported that she has witnessed people participating and it’s really exciting. She also reported they discussed their top 5 choices for the ideas that have been discussed with #1 being providing business incubators. She also reported they have discussed other items such as extension courses, community theatre and other items that will bring people to town and will also make them want to either come again or live here. She also reported that she is working with Columbia Bank on some of the vacant storefronts they own and getting those cleaned up and using them as displays for local artists. 

She reported there is a lot of momentum right now and a lot of excitement and participation at the meetings. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne distributed a clean copy of the Comprehensive Plan sections that have been completed so far. She reported the next step is to get the Parks and Recreation section updated and then move onto the Economic Development and Transportation sections. She recommended adopting the sections that are complete now and then adopting the rest when they are completed. 

It was the consensus of the council to move forward with the public process for getting the sections that are completed adopted. 

Marianne also reported on the pre-construction meeting that was held last week for the 45501 Main Street property that was purchased by Marjorie Bell. She reported that the meeting had gone very well and that construction should be starting soon. 

Marianne also reported that Larry Mitchell is getting going on his lot and he will need to run water to his lot from the airport. She reported this may be a good time for some of those leaseholders that want to connect to water to talk with Larry and maybe save some money for all involved. 

Ginger asked who she needs to contact about a bag of garbage that she saw in Lorenzen Creek along a property on Main Street. Andrea suggested that she contact Skagit County Health Department. Marianne suggested that she contact Fish and Wildlife. 

Administration/Finance Report: Nothing further. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Ginger asked how the Dillard Avenue waterline is holding up with the temporary fix. Alan stated so far so good. 

Mike Bartel asked about the flow at the spring. Alan reported that right now the flow is good but it could be months or years before we see the effect of this year’s drought. Alan explained where the recharging areas are for the spring and how the years for each area are determined. He reported there are three recharging areas, the one furthest away is a 15-year recharge area and the closest one to the spring has a 5-year recharge area, so depending on the year we may not see the actual effects of this year’s drought for some time. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller absent. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Pro-tem Mike Bartel thanked the council for working with him this evening. 

Announcements: None. 
Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:32 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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