Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

June 22, 2015
7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed, and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles, Town Engineer Cody Hart and Town Attorney David Day.
Audience Members Signed In: Bill Pfeifer. 

Public Participation: None
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading apologized for missing the previous council meeting, but he had another obligation that evening and hopes that Deputy Sonnabend was able to answer any questions. 

Sergeant Kading reported that things have been pretty quiet and slow the last few weeks. He stated they made a DUI arrest and booked a man on disorderly conduct at the Resource Center who also had outstanding warrants. 

Sergeant Kading stated that he is looking forward to the Youth Activity Day and they will be bringing Search and Rescue and SWAT teams up for the event. 
CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Cody reported the Dillard Waterline design is progressing and the geological testing is scheduled to be completed on July 2, 2015. He stated he has submitted the traffic control plans for the boring to Alan for his review before submitting those to DOT for their review and approval. 

He stated that he has also received good feedback for the Main Street Pedestrian Rest Area funding application. He reported the application has made it through 2 of the 3 steps and he is hopeful that the town will receive this funding. He stated he will have final numbers for what the town’s portion will be, when and if the town is awarded the funding. 

Cody also reported that he and Alan met with the representative from TIB regarding which projects would be the best fit to apply for funding this year. He reported they will be putting together two applications for the same project: the West Main Street project, which has two other funding sources at this point. He stated that between TAP, STPE and TIB programs, all of West Main from Superior to Grassmere should get completed including curb, gutter and sidewalks, as well as an overlay for the road surface. He also reported that the town will need to find or secure funding for utility work and that Andrea is going to be researching a possible funding source for the utility work portion. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: June 8, 2015

· Approval of Claims Checks: #2026-#2038

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: 6 Yr. Transportation Improvement Plan – Resolution #2015-10: Andrea stated the draft list that was included in their packets last week has been updated to include a large list of projects that Alan gave her to add. She stated that she believes that every road, street, sidewalk or pedestrian project is now included in this list. She stated that Alan did the priority numbering. She also reported on the e-mail received from Gabe at SCOG and that she had made all the changes that Gabe had noted. 

Ginger Kyritsis asked how Alan determined the prioritization. Alan stated that it was dependent on the condition of the roadway, as well as the number of people living on that particular street or the amount of traffic that travels that route. 

Marla Reed asked about where Limestone is on the priority list. Andrea Fichter explained the descriptions for the projects and the intersecting roadways. She also stated that Limestone is currently priority #3. 

Mayor Miller opened the public hearing at 7:18 p.m.

Audience member Bill Pfeifer asked where Cedar Street was on the priority list. It was stated that this street is currently #2 on the priority list. 

Mayor Miller closed the public hearing at 7:19 p.m. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the current list with the edits and approve Resolution #2015-10. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Old Business: Superior Building – Hazardous Materials Survey Quote: David Day stated that he has some concerns with the agreement as written. He reported on the cost breakdown and if that accounts for the number of surveyors they are proposing, as well as the one they are requiring the town to have on staff. He stated the cost is not clear for this item. He also stated within the terms and conditions that ownership of the document should go to the town. He stated there are some differences between public and private and that the town should be the owner of the document, not the company. He stated it also says that any legal disputes will be resolved in King County courts instead of Skagit County. 

Discussion ensued on the past lead and asbestos survey and whether this one could be used. Andrea stated that survey was done sometime in the 1990s. Cody stated that he does not believe that a survey done that long ago would still be considered valid. He stated that rules and regulations have changed just in the last 5 years. 

Marla Reed made a motion to table this item until clarifications are made and more information is gathered. Ginger Kyritsis agreed that the council needs to follow the advice of its legal counsel.

Resolution #2015-#12: Comprehensive Plan Update Extension and Schedule: Marianne reported on the need for the resolution. She stated this is to request an extension from the Dept. of Commerce due to the funding decrease by the legislature. She stated this would extend the date from June 30, 2015 to December 31, 2017 for completion. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approved Resolution 2015-12. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
New Business: Events Application – Chamber of Commerce, 4th of July Parade and Community BBQ: Mayor Miller asked Val Stafford to approach the podium. 


Alan stated there is not any potable water at Veterans Memorial Park. Val stated they will be able to bring bottled water and have that available. 

Mayor Miller asked that a town staff person be available Saturday morning to clean and stock the public restrooms for the event. 

Jack Mears asked if this will be a potluck. Val stated yes, please bring your own food. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the events application. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

eCivis – Grant Seeking Product: Andrea reported on the webinar that she took regarding this product. She stated this is a database of grants that are available with a great search feature. She stated this is flat fee of $690.00 for one user. 

Discussion ensued regarding the product. It was stated this could streamline the process for finding grants. It was also stated that Cody has been a great resource for finding grants, but this could assist the town further with other possible funding options. 

Andrea stated this could be something the town could try for a year and if doesn’t work as it is hoped it will, then the town would not have to renew its membership.

Jack Mears suggested calling some of the other clients in Washington to see how it is working for them. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve a one-year, one-user membership. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Travel Channel Show – The Dead Files, Request for Use of Silo Park: Andrea reported on the request. She stated they will be filming at a property in Concrete. She stated the show is broken into two parts, with the first part being the supernatural side of it and then the second part being historical reporting of the property. She stated they are requesting to use the area south of the Silo Park silos to film the interviews so they can have the silos with the “Welcome to Concrete” in the background. She stated the filming crew is small and she reviewed the area with the lady making the request. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the use of town property and the Silo Park silos. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: None. 
Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack asked if any bids were received for the paving at the airport. Andrea reported that she received one from Pacific Rim Paving in the amount of $8,885.00. Jack asked if this could be completed for this cost. Andrea stated that she believed the town was seeking quotes from a couple companies to compare to one they will also request from the contractor the Village chooses to do its paving, to see if that quote is less expensive. Marla stated that she believed this was the idea as well. Mayor Miller asked what is available in the airport fund for completing this. Andrea stated there is not $8,885.00 available. 

Jack asked about the airport fund revenues and expenditures. He asked why airport revenues are going into the General Fund. Andrea asked if this really needed to be explained again. She stated that airport revenues do not go into the General Fund. Jack asked where the airport funds are going then. Andrea stated that the General Fund and the Airport Fund are separate funds. Jack stated that he realizes there are expenses such as salaries, benefits, insurance and maintenance costs, but he still doesn’t understand how the money can all come from the airport fund. He stated that he believes the leases bring in about $24,000 a year. Andrea explained the cost allocations and how some items are purchased, with a percentage of the cost being distributed between several funds. She stated the percentages that come from the Airport Fund are very minimal. Jack stated that he and others at the airport still do not understand where their money is going. Andrea stated the airport is a town fund and a town function; it is not its own little entity up there. She stated that she is more than willing to sit down with Jack or anyone else who has a question and review the revenues and expenditures. Jack asked Dave Pfeiffer what he thinks. Dave stated that he had taken Andrea up on her offer and spent a couple hours going over the airport fund budget and that he understands it fine. 

Marla stated that we need to get back on topic. She stated that she believed the town was waiting to get more quotes before determining if this project would be completed. Jack Mears asked where the funding can come from. Andrea stated that funds from the Capital Improvement Fund can be used for this. Jack stated that he thought there wasn’t any money in the Capital Improvements Fund for this. Andrea stated there are funds available and that projects paid for out of the Capital Improvements Fund need to be listed on the town’s Capital Facilities plan. She stated this project has been added to the Capital Facilities plan, so it is allowable. It was stated that the town needs to get additional quotes on the paving before making a final decision on this item. 

Jack asked if Alan knows if the town will have a water shortage this summer. Alan stated they are keeping an eye on it and things are okay for now. 

It was stated the town may want to remind the school to use their irrigation system when watering. 

Mayor Miller requested that Alan Wilkins submit a small article to the Concrete Herald for the July issue discussing water usage and ways to conserve water.

Discussion ensued regarding fire danger this 4th of July and kids that are shooting bottle rockets from their front porch toward the Community Garden and at people’s cars. Sergeant Kading stated a deputy will make contact with this household. 

Parks: Marla Reed: Marla reported that she and Alan are still researching playground equipment. She also reported that she would like to see some water fountains installed at Veterans Memorial Park as well as Silo Park. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Marla reported there are a lot of tomatoes planted. She also reported that Darrel Reed had fixed the gate and latch. Mayor Miller reported they had some regular and soaker hoses donated as well. 

Upper Skagit Library: Dave Pfeiffer: Nothing new to report. 

Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: The next meeting will be July 8 at 6 p.m. at 5b’s Bakery. She stated the last meeting was very positive and a lot of great discussions occurred. She reported that a prototype of the brochure for geocaching has been developed. She stated they also discussed what areas in town may be good for installing a disc golf course. She stated she is researching this idea and talking with designers and players. Mayor Miller stated they were all given homework to come back with their top five of the ideas that have been discussed so far. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported that she has distributed the sign code to the Planning Commission for its review and input. She stated that once the Planning Commission makes its recommended changes, she will bring that to council for its review and edits as well. She stated they will finish what they have been working on so far with the Comprehensive Plan Update and she will bring that back to council for review. She also reported that she has not received any applications for hangars. She stated that we are now halfway through the year and do not want to end up back in the same spot they were at the end of last year. She stated a reminder may need to be sent out. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea reported that she will be drafting letters to send out to those leaseholders who have not yet constructed hangars. She stated the last few weeks she has spent a lot of time getting the TIP updated. She stated the May Treasurer’s report is in their packets and to please let her know if there are any questions. She stated that she has also started putting together the budget calendar for this year. Andrea also requested that the mayor or at least one council member attend this year’s budget workshop in Leavenworth. She stated that if no one else is going to attend, she will not attend it again this year. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Nothing further. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next regular meeting will be July 21, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, which is always open to the public. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported that he and Marla had been invited to attend and speak at a meeting that is being held tomorrow. 

He also reported that he will be taking some vacation time in July and will be absent for the July 13 meeting. 

Mayor Miller also reported the SR 20 sign is now up. He stated they will be landscaping around the columns and then hopefully next year they will install an additional sign across the top of the sign posts.

He also reported that he assisted Don Payne at the plaza last week and would like to thank Bill Pfeifer, Bill Sullivan, Adolf Nieshe and John Boggs for the pressure washing work they did last weekend. He stated he would also like to thank Public Works for prepping the drains, and Rich Philips for coming in on a Saturday to sweep the street after they were done. Alan stated that it looked great and thanked them as well, but also wanted to make sure if they do this again in the future, they clean any of the businesses buildings or windows after they are done to make sure any back splatter is removed. He stated they received one complaint. He stated the business owner was very happy with the work they completed, but was a little disappointed with the mess that was left on the building. Alan stated that Public Works cleaned the building. 

Jack Mears asked if maybe the chip pile could possibly be hosed down before the 4th; maybe turn some hoses on in the community garden just in case a bottle rocket finds it way in there. 

Announcements: None. 
Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:32 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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