Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

June 8, 2015
7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed, and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles, Town Engineer Cody Hart and Town Attorney David Day.
Audience Members Signed In: Darrel Reed, Joelene Meckstroth, Misty Carlson, Jason Driver, Chris Kennedy and Bill Pfeifer. 

Public Participation: Concrete Resource Coalition: Events Application – Concrete Youth Activity Days: Joelene Meckstroth, Chris Kennedy and Misty Carlson reported on this year’s event. It was stated this will be the 8th year this event has been held. Joelene stated it will take place from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Silo Park and then the movie will take place at Veterans Memorial Park that evening. She also stated this will be held in the same format as previous years. Joelene stated that this year’s theme is “Be a Hero.” She stated small things can be heroic, such as picking up litter or being kind to someone who is bullied. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the event application. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Darrel Reed – Fly-In Vending: Darrel stated that he is representing the Concrete Volunteer Fire Department this evening to ask about vendors for the fly-in. He stated that in the past the fire department has cooked burgers and split the work and the profits with either the girls’ basketball or the volleyball team. He reported 100% of the fire department’s profits go toward its scholarship fund. He reported in the last few years, their profits have been reduced and he is not sure if this is because people are not spending the money or if it is because of the competition with other vendors. He stated that he is here tonight to see if there is a process for how vendors are chosen. 

Jack Mears reported that vendors are lined up in the early spring and that most vendors show up at the event, but there are some that do not. He stated the fire department has been at the fly-in for the last 20 years serving hamburgers. He stated that they cannot give exclusive rights to vendors. He also reported the Lions Club used to put on a breakfast, but they are no longer doing this and this may be something the fire department would like to think about taking over. 

Mayor Miller asked who is in charge of the vendors. Jack reported that Jim Jenkins pretty much takes care of the vendor sign ups and placements. Jack stated they are working on a map that will show where the vendors are located and this will be available at the front gate or in the Pilots’ Lounge. 

Darrel stated that he will take this information back to the fire department and they will discuss how/if they want to participate in this year’s event. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Mayor Miller reported that Deputy Sonnabend is here this evening in Sergeant Kading’s absence. Deputy Sonnabend reported the May incident report was distributed and asked if there were any questions. 

Ginger Kyritsis asked if the eight calls stated as mental issues were from the same individual. Deputy Sonnabend stated that yes; six of the calls were from this individual, who was arrested for false reporting. 

Mayor Miller asked if there was an update on the graffiti on the silos. Deputy Sonnabend stated this is still an ongoing investigation. 

Deputy Sonnabend also reported the incident at the bar where pepper spray was used was done by the bartender and not a deputy. 
CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Task Order 2015-4 and 2015-5 for South Dillard Waterline Replacement PS&E and Construction Management: Cody updated on the original scope for fixing a small area and then after discussion with Alan and Andrea, it was determined that additional funds were budgeted for this area and it may be possible to fix more waterlines in this area than just the area that is currently leaking. He stated they can advertise for this as three or four different scenarios and then better determine what and how much the town can afford to have completed. 

Alan explained the damage and the urgency to get this fixed. He stated it is possible if they try to just fix that particular area that is leakingm it may cause other parts of the line to leak. He stated this is a problematic section of line. 

Andrea also stated this area has been included in water project funding requests for the last several years as one that is needing to be completed. 

Cody updated on the schedule and that construction would most likely not occur till August. Dave Pfeiffer asked if this would be considered an emergency repair. Alan stated that he believed it would be for that particular section, but he would like to be able to do more than just that section if they can. 

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve proceeding with the engineering and bid documents for the North and South Dillard, as well as Division St. waterlines. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody also reported the TAP grants that had been discussed a few meetings ago have been submitted and the town should know sometime toward the end of the month if funds will be awarded or not. 

Reichhardt and Ebe Engineering: Pay Request #1- Larry Brown Construction, Superior Avenue and State Route 20 Project, Change Order #1: Janice Marlega reported on the first progress payment for this project. She stated that all the prep work is basically completed and they are getting ready to install the pedestrian poles and signalization. She stated there was a small hiccup with one of the pedestrian poles and they had to order new anchor bolts. That set the contractor back a few days, but they were back to work today. 

She stated the pay request has been reviewed and approved, as well as the change order. She stated the change order is for an actual reduction in costs for reduction of the detour route and some of the traffic control items. She stated the budget is looking good and they are on track to finish within the town’s budget. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the pay request in the amount of $78,766.88 and Change Order #1. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: May 26, 2015

· Approval of Claims Checks: #1993-#2025

· Approval of Payroll Checks

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Withdraw or Continue with SIRTPO: Withdrawal - Resolution #2015-08, Continue – Resolution #2015-08A: Mayor Miller stated with Marla Reed and Dave Pfeiffer’s absence at the last meeting, this was added to the meeting for this evening so they could be aware of the prior discussions before a final decision was made by the full council. 

Kevin Murphy reported that Anacortes had chosen to remain with SIRTPO, but that Sedro-Woolley, Burlington, and Hamilton chose to withdraw. He also stated that Lyman and Mt. Vernon will be discussing this item at their next meetings. Kevin discussed the information that was presented at the last council meeting. 

Mayor Miller stated this organization was created 20 years ago and it basically allowed for Skagit County and Island County to join so they could pursue certain funding due to population requirements. He stated that now that Skagit County has enough population, it doesn’t need to be part of the two-county organization. He reported that Sedro-Woolley Mayor Mike Anderson had stated that he did not want another county making decisions for our county. Mayor Miller stated that he and other mayors agree with that statement. Mayor Miller also stated that in his opinion, there is no clear advantage for us to remain in the SIRTPO. 

Marla Reed asked if there is any advantage to remaining in the SIRTPO. Kevin stated that some believe there is a stronger position for funding applications when it is presented as a two-county application instead of just one. He stated that is very difficult to give a straight yes or no answer to this question. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve Resolution #2015-08, withdrawing from the SIRTPO. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2015-09 – Authorization to Seek Funding for a Main Street Pedestrian and Bicyclist Rest Area and Resolution #2015-11 – Authorization to Seek Funding for a Multi-Use Facility: Cody reported the funding sources are federal dollars and there is a requirement for formal review and approval of the applications that are required and the town believed the verbal discussions that were held at the last meeting would be sufficient for the proof of approval needed for the funding application but it was not. 

Kevin Murphy gave an update on this new requirement that allows for public comment and also ensures that councils are aware and approve of the funding being sought. Kevin reported on a past application that was submitted by an entity that had not received approval from the council. Once the funds were awarded, the council would not approve the project and the funding was rejected. He stated when that funding was rejected, it put that particular funding source under the required minimum needed for other projects to receive funding as well. He reported that after this occurred, this new requirement was established to include in funding applications. Kevin also stated this was a fast-paced application cycle and there were other entities that had not included this documentation. He stated they will most likely be extending the application cycle for the next round to give entities more time to make sure this requirement is completed. 

Andrea Fichter stated that she believes this is a good process for future projects. She stated she would like to make this a common practice so formal documentation of council approval and public notice will be available to include in funding applications. 

Cody reported there are two resolutions. He stated one is for inclusion in the funding application for the pedestrian and bicycle rest area that Kevin spoke to earlier. He stated the other was developed for the multi-use facility due to this new requirement and staff believing this would be a good idea to have for this project as well. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve Resolution #2015-09 and Resolution #2015-11. 

Jack Mears asked what this multi-use facility is. Cody stated “visitor’s center” could be another name for it. Jack Mears would this work with the Superior Building which may be condemned by the end of the year. 


Andrea stated that this is for the site or just for the facility and to take the Superior Building out of the picture. It was stated that the site and other items would be part of the discussions for actual design and construction of the facility. 

Mayor Miller stated that this allows for town staff to seek funding for a multi-use facility or visitors center to be located somewhere in town. 

Jack Mears stated that he believed that the bicycle one will pass, but this multi-use thing, he stated he just doesn’t know, but he is only one of five. 

Andrea reminded the council that both of these projects have already been discussed and approved by the council to move forward seeking funding. 

Jack stated now wait a minute, I am at every meeting and you are going to have show me where the multi-use facility was discussed. Andrea stated that she could do that. Jack stated that he never approved anything. Andrea read the motion that was made on May 11, 2015 by Ginger which was to move forward with the grant application through TAP for a visitor’s center or other multiuse facility on the site east of the fire hall and that it was seconded by Dave Pfeiffer with no one opposed. 

Dave Pfeiffer asked if this has already been approved why we need these resolutions. It was stated this is just a more formal approval than just the discussions that were held. 

Marla Reed seconded the motion made by Ginger Kyritsis. The motion carried with Jack Mears and Dave Pfeiffer opposed. 
New Business: Mears Field Access Permit – Lawrence and Dixie Mitchell: Andrea reported this is a new access permit. She reported that David Day has reviewed the permit. She also stated that on the east end of the airport where this access will be there is not currently any fencing, so there is language in the permit that states at such a time that fencing is placed in this area, a gate where the access is located shall be placed at the Mitchells’ expense. She also reported the Mitchells will be installing a gate on their own property to limit access. 

It was stated by both Andrea and Marianne that the Mitchells have been great to work with and the permitting has gone smoothly so far. 

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve the access permit. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #742 – Budget Amendment, Street and General Funds: Andrea explained the need for the budget amendment, which is due mostly to funding received for the State Route 20 and Superior Avenue project, as well as the Secondary Access project, and that a full explanation is included in the body of the ordinance for other items. 

Marla Reed asked what the $20,000 item is in the General Fund. Andrea stated this is to account for the Main Street property the town sold to Marjorie Bell. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve Ordinance #742. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Professional Services Agreement – Building Inspector: Andrea reported that about every five years, this agreement is reviewed and an increase to the compensation determined. She stated that it has been five years now since this was increased. She stated currently the building inspector is paid $900.00 a month and this would increase that monthly payment to $1,100.00 a month. 

David Day stated the signor will need to make sure his title is included by the signature. 

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve the agreement. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

2016-2021 TIP – Resolution #2015-10 DRAFT Project List: Andrea reported that she has included the draft project list that will be included in the town’s local Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). She stated there will be no action taken on this item tonight. She stated that she would like council and staff to review this draft list and let her know of any projects that need to be added or removed. She stated these projects can be for streets, sidewalks, pedestrian, bicycles or trails. She also reported the annual public hearing for this will take place at their June 22, 2015 meeting. Andrea and Marianne both stated that this information will also be included in the town’s Comprehensive Plan under the Capital Facilities Plan. 
Discussion Items: None. 
Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack reported there were a lot of planes flying in and out of the airport over the last weekend. 

Discussion ensued regarding the gutters on the airport lounge and what kind of repairs are needed. 

Parks: Marla Reed: Marla reported they are currently researching purchasing playground equipment for Silo Park. Marla also stated the tire on the tire swing needs to be replaced. 

Alan will research new items and Andrea will send out a mass email to other cities and towns and see if they have any surplus playground equipment. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Marla reported that everything that has been planted is growing well. Mayor Miller reported on 152 tomato plants that were donated. He also reported that he had to replace manifolds in some of the yard hydrants. Marla also reported that the children’s garden is going really well. 

Upper Skagit Library: Dave Pfeiffer: Nothing new to report. 

Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: The next meeting will be June 10 at 6 p.m. at 5b’s Bakery. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported that she had sent documents to the owner of the Eagles Nest and when he received them, he did not express any concerns and she believed he was going to begin moving forward completing items so that he could get the RV Park open this summer, but she has not heard any updates from him for some time now. She stated a resolution may need to be drafted and presented to council for approval on the conditions of the Conditional Use Permit for this property. Ginger Kyritsis and Marla Reed both stated they have recently seen a large For Sale sign placed on the property. 

Marianne reported that she and Andrea are working on closing out the first portion of the Growth Management Act grant funding. She also reported that these funds may not be available in the next funding cycle and if that is the case, then the town will be able to request an extension for completing the update to the comprehensive plan. 

She also reported that she has discovered some mapping errors on the town’s zoning map that will need to be corrected. She stated that it is important for the zoning map to accurately reflect what the town actually has for zoning. 

She also reported that currently the town does not have a lot of area zoned for industrial. She stated that right now all of the industrial zoning is occupied by Puget Sound Energy and would not allow for any additional businesses. She reported that she and the Planning Commission are researching performance or form-based zoning. 

Marianne also explained discussions that have taken place regarding the residential zoning and the option of adding different residential zoning where higher density housing could be allowed. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea stated the April 2015 Treasurer’s Report is included in their packets. She stated if anyone has any questions to please contact her. She stated the other items that she has been working on were all discussed previously during this meeting, and she did not have anything further for tonight. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Nothing further. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next regular meeting will be June 16, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, which is always open to the public. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported on a Community Health Needs Assessment meeting on June 5. He reported there was some very interesting information that came out of this research. He reported some of the unhealthy items related to East Skagit County residents that were discussed were stress, truancy, unhealthy eating habits, parent addiction, education level of parents, alcohol use, drug use, mental issues and marijuana use. A second meeting will be held this fall.

Announcements: Mayor Miller announced there will be a group of about 8 students and 5 adults that will be bicycling through Concrete this Friday around 2:00 p.m. He stated they will be stopping at Veterans Memorial Park and he plans on having food, snacks and water available for them and would like to invite anyone to attend. He stated he would also like to see any veterans who would like to attend there as well. He stated this group is riding 4,000 miles across country as a fundraiser for veterans. 

Jack Mears reported on a fridge that was donated by Roger Chapman of Chapman Construction from Camano Island. He requested a thank you letter be sent to them for the donation of the Amana Refrigerator. 

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:59 p.m. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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