Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

February 23, 2015
7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel and Marla Reed. Motion was made by Marla Reed to excuse Ginger Kyritsis. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Staff Present: Deputy Clerk Corrina Hart, Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles and Town Attorney David Day.
Audience Members Signed In: Bill Pfeifer, Brooke Pederson and George Theodoratus.
Staff Presentation: Corrina Hart – Wellness Activity: Corrina Hart explained the AWC Wellness program, Living out Loud. She explained that it is open to all staff, council members and mayor. She stated it is a 6-week program encouraging participants to exercise and do activities that make them happy. She also reported the program begins March 1, 2015, and runs through April 11, 2015, and there is a signup sheet at Town Hall.
Public Participation: Gary Dunlap – Water System Development Fee Refund: Gary Dunlap stated that he received an e-mail from Marianne explaining that a water main will be discussed at the airport in 2017. Gary explained that he is unable to afford to do this project by himself and no one at the airport wants to do it with him. Gary requested a refund of his Water System Development Fee that he paid in December of 2014, since he will not be putting water in at this time and will be changing his plans not to include water. Marianne explained that once the fee is paid, there is a time frame by which it must be completed. Mayor Miller stated that he agrees with giving the refund.
Marla Reed made a motion to refund the full amount paid. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Deputy Sonnabend stated that Sergeant Kading will be back from his ankle surgery on March 2, 2015. Deputy Sonnabend asked if there were any questions regarding Sergeant Kading’s report. Mayor Miller asked about a January 7, 2015 incident at the Eagles Nest, where a felon purchased a pistol. Deputy Sonnabend reported that it was his case and it was a little confusing and that a pistol was merely returned by a Concrete resident to its original owner, who now lives out of state. Deputy Sonnabend reported that Nellie Lane had been quiet and that he had put in a few extra patrols up there. He also reported that there were no new leads on the theft of the Veterans Memorial Park flag.

David Pfeiffer reported that a strange man was walking on the runway while planes were landing. David stated that he yelled at the guy numerous times to get off the runway and finally he did. He was not a local as far as he knew. He described the man to the deputy. Deputy Sonnabend told David Pfeiffer to call the Sheriff if he sees him again.

Reichhardt and Ebe Engineering – SR 20 and Superior Avenue Project Update: Janice Marlega reported the project bids were opened on February 11, 2015, and that Larry Brown Construction was the low bidder. Janice passed out the project funding outline and explained that there are two components to the project: the pedestrian improvements and the electronics. Janice explained that the electronic school zone system will cost $18,000.00 to install and that the bid came in $19,000.00 over the total project cost. Mayor Miller, Andrea and Janice all met and decided that the best course of action would be to remove the school zone system and have the town absorb the additional $1,200.00, and this would bring the project cost down closer to the bid amount. Janice explained that by removing this system, it would just mean that the school would operate the crosswalk as it has always done, manually. It was the understanding that the school was going to continue to have a crossing guard no matter what system we put in. Janice also explained that the project would still include a push-button crosswalk, ADA-compliant sidewalks, and curb and gutter improvements. Janice stated that she is recommending that council award the bid to Larry Brown Construction minus the $18,000.00 for the school zone system.

Mike Bartel asked if the school zone system could be added later. Janice said that it could, but it would cost much more. Mayor Miller stated that he will let Superintendant Hawkings know that the funding would be cut for this portion and give them the opportunity to come up with funding for this item. Jack Mears questioned the funding versus the cost and Janice explained the project funding again. Mike Bartel asked if the engineering costs were firm and Janice answered that yes, they were firm. Janice explained that this is a relatively small project and there just isn’t a lot of wiggle room.

Mike Bartel made a motion to award the bid to Larry Brown Construction minus the school zone system. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Janice Marlega stated that she would send out the documents to Larry Brown Construction right away.

CRH Engineering-Cody Hart: Update Fire and Life Safety Facility: Cody Hart explained that there is no financial update at this time. Cody explained that there were a couple of change orders that had to be done immediately and could not wait for council approval due to the stoppage of work. These change orders were signed by town staff. He stated two of the change orders were Fire Department Costs and were signed by Rich Philips, Fire Chief. He stated one of the changes was to accommodate the siren and antennae. He also reported the total for the change was $1,954.00. He report the second change was to accommodate a drop-down video screen for training, and that Rich Philips is donating the screen, but framing had to be done to accommodate it and the total cost for the change was $ 1,825.00.

Cody stated the last change will be on a future change order, but was signed by Mayor Miller. He stated the change was for the re-routing of a compressed-air line. He stated the total was $1,360.00 and that there would also be a change for the hot water drain. He reported the plans had it draining onto the sidewalk outside and needed to be re-routed. He stated this will be in a formal change order, but could not be brought tonight as there was another change that is in dispute for a gas line that needs to be moved. Cody also stated that the architect does not agree with the contractor that extra funds should be given for this change. Cody stated that this was an administrative issue and that it would get resolved between the architect and engineer.

Cody also commented that there have been over $200,000.00 in cuts on this project to date and that the changes that we are seeing are only a few thousand.

Cody stated that the interior painting is scheduled for this week, as well as the chain link fabric and hydro seeding and that the sod went in last week. 

Jack Mears asked when the morphedite of a building next the Public Safety Building was going to be removed. Mayor Miller asked what building he was referring to and Jack stated the building next to the Public Safety building (Superior Building).

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: February 9, 2015
· Approval of Claims Checks-2014: #1794-#1804

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None. 
Old Business: Ordinance #735 – Library Intent to Annex: Dave Pfeifer made a motion to approve. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Ordinance # 737 – Airport Land Use: Marianne stated that she added parking as requested by council and that 19.20.020 was changed to be consistent with fire code information given to the town by the County Fire Marshal. She reported the change made three (3) different building types distinct as it is in the fire code.

Jack Mears made a motion to approve Ordinance # 737. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion, The motion carried unanimously.

Upper Skagit Library – Sign Permit # LU15-001 – Marianne explained that the proposal was in the council packets. Marianne stated that she is in support of the sign as shown, but because the sign is larger than allowed by town code, the town should allow for a public comment period at this time. Mayor Miller asked for any public comment. Brooke Pederson commented that Glacier Northwest had responded to the proposal with the words “looks good,” so she felt that was support from the property owner. Mayor Miller questioned placement of the sign. Brooke explained that when they visited the site, the placement was the most visible from the highway.

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve the sign permit. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
New Business: Clean-Up Days: Council chose June 19-21, 2015, as the clean up days for this year.

Airport Lease # 9 and Airport Lease # 35: Dave Pfeifer made a motion to approve both leases. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Fly-In – July 24-26: Jack Mears stated he talked to Jim Jenkins today and they plan on making the Fly-In the same as last year. Mayor Miller stated he talked to Barry Smith about having an event planner help out. Corrina Hart brought up last year’s discussion regarding the fly-in and that people had requested more planning for vendors and that a meeting would take place prior to the Fly-In to make these decisions. Jack Mears stated that new vendors are just replacing old ones and that water and electricity are available all over the airport, so this isn’t a problem. Mayor Miller asked Jack Mears who would be our point person from the town for this event. Jack stated that Jim Jenkins is the point person. Mayor Miller stated that he was not comfortable with that since it was a town event it should have a town lead. Jack stated that he, Larry Mitchell and Jim Jenkins would lead it together, but he planned on slipping out of this event. Jack stated that Drew Jenkins usually handles the plane parking and that there was plenty of vehicle parking outside the airport. Jack stated that all of the planning was not necessary, that when Saturday came everything would fall into place.

David Pfeiffer stated that Larry Mosbey with the Lion’s Club had called him and asked if they wanted the Lions Club to do the pancake breakfast again. Discussion ensued on what has happened in the past. Corrina Hart is a member and will check with the Lions Club to see if they want to do the breakfast and report back to council at the next meeting.

Ordinance # 738 – General Fund Amendment: Marla Reed made a motion to approve Ordinance #738. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously
Resolution #2015-02 – TIP Amendment – Project Description Update: Marla Reed made a motion to approve Resolution #2015-02. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously
Discussion Items: Superior Building: Mayor Miller reported that the Imagine Concrete Foundation would present a document to council at the next meeting outlining options for the Superior Building prior to the December 31, 2015 deadline for installing a roof.
Building Permit Expiration – Marianne explained that the Building Code addresses expiration of building codes, but it is very vague. She explained that other jurisdictions have added language to their codes to clarify. Marianne gave examples of other towns’ codes. All gave options giving the inspector leeway for extenuating circumstances. Discussion ensued regarding what would be best for the town.

Marianne stated that Jack McCormick had been brought into the discussion prior to the document in the packets being drafted. Dave Pfeiffer stated that he had spoken with Jack McCormick and his only concern was having the ability to use his judgment with extenuating circumstances.

Mayor Miller stated that he liked the recommendation in the packets of a one-year permit with a free six-month extension and a one-year paid extension, essentially giving two-and-a-half years to complete a project. It was the consensus of the council to have Marianne and Andrea move forward with researching the change as recommended.

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack stated that the airport would be closed from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on February 24, 2015, for painting on the runway. 
Parks: Marla Reed: Marla reported the RTCA is still meeting regularly. Audience member Gary Dunlap stated that a “pump track” would bring in lots of mountain bike enthusiasts. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Corrina reported that all of the garden beds that are ready are reserved. There are still a few that are not ready for planting. Mayor Miller is working on those beds this year.

Upper Skagit Library: Dave Pfeiffer: Nothing further. 

Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: Ginger was absent; no report. Next meeting will be March 11, 2015, at 6 p.m. at 5b’s Bakery. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported that she has been working on the Capital Facilities Plan with staff and it is going very well. She stated that they will be meeting again tomorrow and that they should have an update to council by March. Department heads will prioritize projects and then share with council the results. Marianne stated that she plans on having the Capital Facilities Plan ready to adopt this summer, which would be a full year ahead of the Comprehensive Plan. Marianne wants to get this done because we are already a year behind in updating the Capital Facilities Plan.

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea was absent. Mayor Miller reported that the January 2015 Treasurer’s report is included in their packets. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan was absent, no report. 

Cody Hart advised council of a House bill regarding public works. Cody stated that the bill was amended last Friday and he didn’t yet have a copy; however, he is concerned and wanted to make council aware. Cody stated that the proposed bill would mandate the use of recycled concrete stockpiles. Cody stated that he will send a copy of the bill to the town and was hopeful that the town would generate a yes/no letter regarding how it stands on the matter.

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next regular meeting will be March 14, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, which is always open to the public. He also reported the next workshop will be March 14 from 9 a.m. to noon at the high school commons and the main focus will be Silo Park development. Council members are urged to attend.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported that a 13 x 24 kennel pad was poured to house up to 4 dogs at a time. Mayor Miller also reported that he has been following up with legislators on the mobility grant for the Park and Ride. Mayor Miller also reported that only one member of the high school wrestling team placed at the State Wrestling Tournament this weekend and that was Anjelika Koenig; she took 8th place.

 Announcements: None. 

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:40 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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