Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

November 10, 2014
(Approved with noted changes)
7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis.

Staff Present: Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter; Alan Wilkins, Public Works Director; Town Planner Marianne Manville-Ailles; and Town Attorney David Day.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Bowen Beals, Bill Pfeifer and Don Payne. 
Public Participation: None. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported that Deputy Harrison will be leaving the East Detachment for one year and will begin working in west Skagit County. He stated that Deputy Brian Morgan will fill Deputy Harrison’s spot. He thanked Deputy Harrison for his many years of dedicated service to East Skagit County and hopes to have him back up here in a year. 

Sergeant Kading reported on the October incident report. He stated that October has been fairly uneventful and they have had an average amount of calls for this time of year. He reported the yearly average has increased. He also reported they are working with Superintendent Barb Hawkings on their Rapid Response process. He stated this is unfortunately due to the recent event that occurred in Marysville. He stated they will continue to work closely with Barb on this. 

Dave Pfeiffer asked about the dog ordinance enforcement and where that is at with the Sheriff’s office. Sergeant Kading stated correspondence has been sent between the town and the county’s attorney. He stated he will contact the attorney and work on getting this in place. 

Reichhardt and Ebe Engineering: TIB Project, SR20 and Superior Avenue: Mayor Miller stated that at this point there are not any decisions needed by council and that we will be moving forward with re-advertising for this project. 

CRH Engineering: Fire and Life Safety Facility Progress Payment #2: Cody reported on the request for approval and payment of the progress payment, contingent on funding agency approval. He reported the project is progressing significantly with the site work, and the building construction has begun. He stated the contractor is approximately three and half days behind schedule, but there should not be a problem making these days up in the next three to four months. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve progress payment #2 contingent on funding agency approval. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody also reviewed the cost saving breakdown he distributed, showing the overall project coming back into budget. He stated that things can always come up as the project progresses, but at this time the town is within budget with minimal changes to the building. He stated the site work is progressing well. 

Task Order 2014-I, Cupples Alley Waterline Replacement Construction Management and Cupples Alley Waterline Replacement Recommendation to Award: Cody reported that Interwest Construction, Inc. (ICI) was the apparent low bidder. He stated that around 9 bids were received, making this project very competitive. He stated the bid received from ICI was under the engineer’s (Hart’s) estimate and approximately $7,000 under the second lowest bidder. 

Mayor Miller stated a change to the “construction activities complete” listed in the Scope of Work provided by CRH Engineering for Task Order 2014-I, which needed to be changed from October 2014 to December 2014. 

Discussion ensued regarding the work crew for this project that will also be doing work on the Fire and Life Safety Facility. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the award to ICI for the Cupples Alley Waterline Replacement. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody reported the construction management services listed in Task Order 2014-I will be very minimal. He stated that his inspector will assist Alan when needed with inspections. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the task order. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody reported on the completed Department of Ecology funding application that he and Andrea completed to assist the town in completing the needed I&I repairs. He stated the funding request was for approximately $750,000.00. He stated the repairs were identified within the I&I Evaluation report that was completed, which was also approved by the Department of Ecology (DOE). He stated he and Andrea will also pursue additional funding through USDA Rural Development to assist the town with the matching fund requirement if the town receives the DOE funds. He stated the funding application is the two highest priority projects that were listed in the I&I Evaluation report. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Workshop Minutes: October 28 , 2014

· Town Council Minutes: October 28, 2014

· Approval of Claims Checks: #1581 to #1611

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: 2015 Budget-1st Hearing: Mayor Miller stated that no action will be taken this evening on this item. He stated there will be a second hearing on this item at the next meeting, at which action will be taken. 

With no questions from the council, Mayor Miller opened the public hearing at 7:26 p.m.

With no questions or comments from the public, Mayor Miller closed the public hearing at 7:27 p.m.

2015 Property Tax Levy: Andrea Fichter explained the tax levy request amount and how the town did not request the full amount that it could have for 2014 and are now able to request this additional banked capacity for 2015. She stated with the banked capacity amount, it would increase the town’s tax revenue by 22.247% instead of 1%. She also stated the town is currently at its tax rate cap of $3.375 per $1,000. 

With no comments or questions from council, Mayor Miller opened the public hearing at 7:29 p.m. 

With no comments or questions from the public, Mayor Miller closed the public hearing at 7:30 p.m.

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve Resolution #2014-14 for the 2015 tax levy request. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Old Business: Sewer Lien Foreclosure-7652 South Park: David Day stated the current lien will expire this Wednesday. He stated that he has the foreclosure paperwork ready to go and is set to move forward if council chooses to go this route. He reviewed the fees and the process associated with this. He stated the mortgage company will have 60 days to reply. He stated he does not foresee the current owners contesting although the bank or the mortgage company may contest, but the town’s lien is first. He stated there will be approximately $1,500.00 in legal fees for foreclosing, which is the first step in this process. He stated the second step would include the actual sale and the town ultimately would own the property if no redemptioner comes forward and if the property is not claimed. He stated the whole process would take approximately 12-18 months. He also stated that all legal fees would be reimbursable and added to the property’s utility account. 

Andrea Fichter also stated that if the town was to become the owner of this property and then was to proceed with the actual sale, all revenues from this sale would have to be receipted to the sewer fund since the original reason for the acquisition was due to a sewer lien. 

Marla Reed made a motion to move forward with filing. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Airport Lease Term Extension – Lots #22, #28, #43 and #44: Andrea explained the terms and the 5-year build rule being two separate items within the leases. She stated the original lease extension requests and the motion by council to approve those was based on those lots that currently have hangars or that were coming up on the end of the first 5 years of their lease and the build rule. She stated that these 4 lots did not fall into either of those categories. 

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve the term extension request. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2014-13-Planning Commission By-Laws and Rules of Procedures and Ordinance #734-Amend CMC 2.24 Planning Commission: Marianne gave an update on the decision that was made earlier this year regarding the reduction in the number of members for the Planning Commission, which she stated is going very well and all members are either attending or letting her know ahead of time if they will not be able to attend a meeting. She also discussed the recommended changes to the Planning Commission by laws and rules of procedures that were discussed earlier as well. She reviewed the proposed resolution and the ordinance that will incorporate the items in the resolution into the town code. She stated the council does not need to approve tonight if they want to review this further. She stated that once these are approved, they will need to discuss the reappointment of each of the Planning Commission members. 

She stated at the next Planning Commission meeting they will also do the public records training that is now required. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve Resolution #2014-13 and Ordinance #734. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Marianne explained her suggestion for completing the reappointments. She stated there are five members and they could give each member a number and then the odd number members would get a three-year term and the even number members would be given a two-year term. She stated this will assist the town in not having all members’ terms expiring at the same time. 

Marla Reed asked if the Planning Commission members have been asked if they have a preference on their term lengths. 

Marianne stated that she will talk with the members and see if any of them have a preference for their term lengths and bring this back to the council after the next Planning Commission meeting. 

New Business: Interlocal Agreement – Skagit County 2015 Senior Services: Andrea stated there are no changes to the agreement or the cost for 2015.

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the agreement. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion Items: Superior Building: Mayor Miller stated Eric Archuletta, who is a planner for the Navy is working with some of his staff engineers on getting cost estimates for the new idea for the roof, a lightweight concrete pour. 

Dog Ordinance Enforcement: Nothing further. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack reported there are some potholes that need to be filled in the driveway near the Pilots’ Lounge. 
Parks: Marla Reed: Nothing to report. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Nothing to report. 

Upper Skagit Library: Dave Pfeiffer: Dave Pfeiffer reported on the land donation the library received. He also stated that the election regarding the town annexing into the library district is scheduled to take place in November 2015. 

Mayor Miller stated the council will need to make a decision on if the town is going to proceed with getting this vote out to the public and on the ballot for that date. 

Audience member and trustee for the library, Bill Pfeifer, reported there are a couple different election dates in the future the town may be able to get this on the ballot at that time. He stated there are different elections being conducted in February, April and August 2015. 

Mayor Miller stated that it is his understanding that the library will work on the public education and the town will have to be the one to get it on the actual ballot. 

Bill Pfeiffer stated that he will research the different election date options, as well as the costs to the town for getting this on the ballot. 

Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: Ginger Kyritsis reported they are continuing to discuss putting art in empty storefronts, as well as those that are not empty, using local artists. She stated that Doug Ide is working on contacting the individual property owners to see who may be interested. 

She also stated that along with the Ghost Walk, they have discussed other ideas for bringing people to town such as historic walks, nature walks and geocaching. She stated they have discussed many other ideas. She also reported that once they get people here, they need to also research other things for them to do and places to stay. 

Dave Pfeiffer asked about how many storefronts they are discussing. Mayor Miller stated it will depend on the number of owners who decide to participate. 

It was also stated the next meeting will be November 12, 2014, at 6 p.m., at 5b’s Bakery and is open to the public. 

Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Nothing further. 


Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Nothing further. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported Rich is working on the dog kennels. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting will be November 18, 2014, at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, which is always open to the public. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported he has recently received two phone calls from people interested in the Herrera property. 

Mayor Miller also updated on the lighting for the Concrete Plaza. He stated they need to cancel the purchase at this time and discuss the lighting for this area further before making a purchase. 

Marla Reed made a motion to hold check #1587 from the consent agenda. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 


Andrea Fichter will bring this check back to council at the next meeting to officially void the check. 

Announcements: Dave Pfeiffer announced that he will not be at the next council meeting. 

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:14 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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