Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
October 14, 2014

7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel and Marla Reed.

Marla Reed made a motion to excuse Ginger Kyritsis. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Staff Present: Andrea Fichter, Alan Wilkins, Public Works Director; and Town Attorney David Day.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Dunja Williams and Chris Edwards. 
Public Participation: Dunja Williams – Trailer on Property Temporarily. Andrea updated on the permit that allows them to park an RV and have someone living in it for up to two weeks. 

Dunja Williams stated that she has a friend in a situation where they need help and they are here asking for an additional two weeks or longer. She stated they are just trying to help and are asking for the council to approve her providing this help. 

Mayor Miller asked what specific time frame they are asking for. 

Dunja stated that she is requesting the time frame be for as long as she can be allowed. She stated that it is difficult for her friends to find a place right now. She stated that some RV parks have specific rules such as the RV not being more than 10 years old. 

Dave Pfeiffer asked if the RV is currently hooked up to the town sewer. Dunja stated that it is not and that they are currently using her bathroom inside the house. She stated they are connected to water and electricity. Andrea stated they discussed this when they applied for the permit and were aware that it could not be connected to the sewer.

Jack Mears stated that he did not believe the council could allow them go over the initial two weeks. 

Dunja stated that it is her understanding that the council could allow for an exemption and that is what she is here asking for tonight and for the council to allow her to assist her friends. 

Mayor Miller explained the two-week time period and the limit on 14 days in a 60-day period. 

Dunja requested that the council at least give them till November 3, when her guests would hopefully have funds available to find a new place. 

Mayor Miller asked if she had room in her home for them; that would solve the issue. 

Dunja stated that they just do not have the room inside the house right now. She stated they take in a lot of kids and other people who need a place to stay, and they just don’t have the room available right now. 

Jack Mears suggested the council give them until November 3. 

Mike Bartel asked if the RV could be utilized to make room within the house for these people. Dunja stated that this may be possible, but she would still need more time to reorganize her home to make room for them. 

Discussion ensued on it being allowable for the RV to be parked there, but not allowable for people to live in an RV within town limits, and how the temporary permit allows an exemption to that rule, but only for two weeks. 

Jack Mears made a motion to allow them to stay in the RV until November 3. Marla Reed seconded the motion, adding that they need to complete a new permit application with dates for October 17 through November 3. The motion carried unanimously. 

Dunja Williams thanked the council for its decision. 

Gary Dunlap – Airport Lease Extension Request: Gary Dunlap stated that he has a couple quick comments on the airport lease extension requests that will be discussed later in the meeting. 

He stated since the town has now approved a way for them to build hangars over their lot lines, it will take time to get approved engineered drawings and it will be difficult to meet the December 31, 2014 deadline. 

He also stated that he has spoken with Puget Sound Energy regarding the installation of the transformer and the vault for power to his lots. He stated this is going to cost approximately $12,000 and will allow for up to 8 different people to connect to power. He stated that he does not want to spend this kind of money if he is going to lose his lots. He stated the power installation is not only beneficial for him, but is an improvement to the whole airport. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading stated the September incident report is included in their packets. He stated there were 69 calls for September. He stated they were mostly standard calls. Sergeant Kading also thanked the town for the use of the airport recently. He stated the airport was used during a Search and Rescue attempt where they were able to locate a person who had been missing for a year. He also reported on a possible bear sighting that had been reported near the school. He also reminded everyone to watch for elk. He stated they have been thick along the highway. Mayor Miller reported on a Facebook page that has been started for people to be able to post where the elk are being seen in real time. 

Jack Mears asked if there have been any issues at the Eagles Nest. Sergeant Kading stated there has not been any criminal activity. He reported the property is currently being used by a company for staging its boats that are used for guided float trips on the Skagit River and an incident where a woman waiting for a boat was bitten by a dog occurred recently. 

Mayor Miller reported on information that he was passing along to the Sheriff regarding a possible level 3 sex offender who had registered as a transient, but is believed to have an actual physical address in town. 
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Mayor Miller reported on a budget request from Reichhardt and Ebe. Janice Marlega explained the overages and that there are currently only two invoices left that are being requested to be paid at this point. She stated the total amount for those two invoices is $972.64. Mayor Miller referred the council to the letter that was received from Reichhardt and Ebe for the invoices for which they are willing to waive the costs. He stated approximately $5,000 is being waived by Reichhardt and Ebe for the Fire and Life Safety Building, as well as some of the I&I Study work that was completed. 

Marla Reed asked if these were the final invoices for these projects. Janice stated that the work is complete and no further invoices would be submitted for these projects. 

Jack Mears made a motion to pay the two invoices totaling $972.64. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
CRH Engineering: Cody Hart reported that he and Andrea had completed the mobility grant application and have submitted it. He reported the grant application was for approximately $500,000 and would be used for parking lot improvements, sidewalk improvements, 40 parking stalls, electric car charging stations and a transit stop facility. He also reported the property can be used as the town’s match, so there should not be any cost to the town for this project. 

He also reported that Alan is reviewing the Cupples Alley waterline drawings and the town should be able to go out to ad next week. He stated this is a locally funded project. 

DOE Grant Application – Task Order H: Cody reported this application would be for funding to complete the construction items and repairs listed in the I&I Study that was completed. He stated the total application would be for approximately $500,000 to $700,000. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve Task Order H. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Fire and Life Safety Facility Progress Payment #1: Cody reported this first payment is for work completed between September 15 and September 25. He stated he is seeking council approval of the progress payment, as well as payment to the contractor contingent on funding agency approval. 

Mike Bartel made a motion to approve progress payment #1 and to pay the contractor once funds are received, both being contingent on funding agency approval. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody reported the Fire and Life Safety Facility project is progressing well. He stated the building foundations are scheduled to be poured within the next week, the retaining walls are completed and the lower site work is progressing as well. He stated the contractor is slightly behind in schedule due to staffing limitations at the start of the project, but should be made up prior to the end of the project. He also reported on the cost-saving measures. He stated that once he gets the earth work quantities and calculations completed, the town should be close to $90,000 in cost savings because of material reductions. He stated this number does not include any of the building reductions. He stated that between the material reductions and the building reductions, there should not be any further budget concerns. 

Mayor Miller stated that the town is not going to get the building that it originally planned for with the noted reductions. He stated that letters have been sent to Senator Pearson and Puget Sound Energy (PSE) requesting funds so the town could complete the building as originally planned. He stated there is also an option of researching loans that are offered by the Skagit Council of Governments (SCOG). He stated the $5,000 a year the town receives from PSE could be used to make the loan payments. Discussion ensued on the terms and interest rate offered by SCOG. 

Mike Bartel asked if the PSE money would be enough to make the annual payments plus any interest. 

It was the consensuses of the council to have the mayor get more information regarding the loans offered by SCOG. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Workshop Minutes: September 22 , 2014

· Town Council Minutes: September 22, 2014

· Approval of Claims Checks: #1523 to #1561

· Approval of Payroll Checks

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: 6 Year TIP 2015-2020 Amendment – Resolution #2014-12: Andrea Fichter explained the need for the amendment. She stated in the original 2015-2020 TIP that the Main Street project had been listed as one large project. She stated this amendment is to break that project up into three separate projects. She stated this will also amend the Cedar Street project. 

Mayor Miller opened the public hearing at 7:54 p.m.

Audience member Bill Pfeifer asked if this is regarding projects that are already completed or new projects. Andrea explained this is for future planned projects. 

Mayor Miller closed the public hearing at 7:55 p.m.

Jack Mears made a motion to approve Resolution #2014-12. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Old Business: Airport Lot Extension Requests: Andrea reported that all the leaseholders who needed to request an extension have done so. 

Mayor Miller stated the council has a list in front of them on what lots have hangars, which do not, and which ones have begun building hangars. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated that one possible option would be to go through each of these individually and determine the town’s next steps. 

Marla Reed suggested that the council approve the extension requests for those leaseholders that currently have hangars and the two that are in the process of building hangars. 

Marla also suggested that everyone who does not have a hangar constructed pay a fine for 2015 and have till December 31, 2015, to have approved engineered drawings submitted and a building permit pulled to keep their lease. 

David Day stated that it would not be a penalty or fine, but a modification of the lease payment. 

Jack Mears stated that he does not believe there should be an additional amount due. 

Marla Reed made a motion to allow those leaseholders who are beyond their 5 years until December 31, 2015 to have approved engineered drawings and a building permit pulled for a hangar with their 2015 lease amount being modified by a 100% increase. Dave Pfeiffer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 


Jack Mears stated that he believes this is a very fair decision. 

Ordinance #730, CMC 9.08.040(2) False Alarms: Andrea explained the change in this code section. She stated this was discussed during the last budget workshop and needed to be changed to correlate with the 2015 fee schedule. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve Ordinance #730. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
New Business: Niagara Bottling LLC Agreement: Marla Reed asked if David Day had reviewed this. David Day stated that he had reviewed it before it was sent to Niagara and also the suggested changes that were made by Niagara and that he approved those changes and the agreement.

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the agreement. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building: Nothing new to report. 

Dog Ordinance Enforcement: David Day stated that he tried contacting the county attorney, but has not heard back yet. He stated that he will try again to get a meeting set up. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack reported on a meeting he had with a guy from Washington Airport Management Association. He stated they are working on putting together different groups who will work with the Department of Transportation and the Feds regarding airport projects. He stated this is a good organization and the town is a member. 
Parks: Marla Reed: Marla reported that she and Alan met tonight and discussed different things that are needed in several parks in town. 

Andrea reported that the town will also need to get a boundary line adjustment and a rezone done for the new park in Mill Addition where the slide occurred. She stated that right now it has several different lots and is zoned residential. She stated that she will work with Marianne on getting this completed. 

Mayor Miller reported on the Lorenzen Creek daylighting and rerouting project, and recent discussions that have been held regarding this project. He stated this project would daylight Lorenzen Creek and reroute it through Silo Park. 

He also reported the next Imagine Concrete Workshop that will be held on March 14, 2015, will focus on ideas for improvements to Silo Park. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Marla reported the garden shed is up and the planning and permitting process for its electrical components are being worked on.

Mayor Miller gave a big thank you to Chuck and Jody Harris for all their assistance in constructing the garden shed. He stated this shed will be used to store seeds, fertilizers, hoses, tools, information in the form of books and magazines, and will also have a small storage area. He stated that each person who rents a garden bed will be given the lock code for the shed and will also have a cubby located inside the shed, where information can be distributed or where they can store personal items. 

Mayor Miller also reported on the USDA tour that took place in September, where approximately 30 representatives from USDA Rural Development attended. He reported the director from Olympia had stated he had visited community gardens all over the state and that he never seen one like this and was very impressed. 

Upper Skagit Library: Dave Pfeiffer: Dave Pfeiffer reported at the next library meeting they will be discussing different ideas for how to get information out to the public regarding the possible annexation of the town into the library district. He stated if something is finalized for distribution, he will bring it back to the council at its next meeting. He also reported the funding group is meeting tonight to discuss its next steps. 

Jack Mears reported that he had contacted the State Library Board to see if a vote was ever held when this was previously discussed. Jack reported that he had thought an actual vote had been held, but the library board could not locate any record of an actual vote occurring. He also reported that he did not realize until after the library public forum was held the amount of people who are actually without a computer and need to utilize the library services. 

Economic Development Task Force: Ginger Kyritsis: Mayor Miller reported they now have a student representative and FBLA member, Sam Holbrook, who joined the group. He stated they have been discussing different ideas and options. He reported that one of the discussions held was regarding how other cities and towns utilize their old silos. He stated some have chosen to go with different artistic renderings. He reported the town’s silos are approximately 118 feet from grade to the top. 

He reported on a temporary measure that has been discussed regarding the empty storefronts in town. He stated they will be talking with local business owners who have empty storefronts to see if they can utilize those for displaying art by local artists. 

He also reported the next meeting will take place on November 12 at 6 p.m. at 5b’s. He stated these meetings occur on the second Wednesday of every month at the same time and same place, and are open to the public. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Mayor Miller reported there was an Eagles Nest update submitted by Marianne included in their packets for review. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that she had nothing further. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported they are currently working on getting the dog kennels constructed. He stated they will place the kennels inside the wastewater treatment plant fence. 

He reported that he has also contacted a company that could assist with removing the fish from Lorenzen Creek to allow for the creek to be cleaned. He stated to clean roughly 700 feet of ditch, the estimated cost would be around $10,000. 

Mayor Miller stated that is important for him and the council to remember this and what has happened after the town allowed a developer to fill in the wetlands in this area 10-20 years ago. He stated the water still has to run somewhere and now it has been diverted inadequately and is causing costly issues for the town and local residents. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting will be October 21, 2014, at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, which is always open to the public. 

Mayor’s Report: Nothing further to report. 

Announcements: None. 

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:56 p.m. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


