Town of Concrete
Workshop-Utility Rate Fees, Airport Lease Rates and 

Review Known 2014 Revenues and Expenditures

October 14, 2014

 
6:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. 

 

Council Members Present: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Michael Bartel, and Marla Reed. 

Marla Reed made a motion to excuse Ginger Kyritsis. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Staff Present: Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins. 

Signed In: Don Payne, Gary Dunlap, BB, and WD Pfeifer. 
Agenda Item: 2015 Utility Rate and Fees: Mayor Miller stated this item is a continuation of the fees that were discussed at the last budget workshop. 

Andrea Fichter explained the suggested rate increases for water and sewer being the same as suggested for last year. She stated small increases each year are more sufficient than having to raise rates $5.00 or $10.00 per month all at once. She also reviewed the suggested cost increase for the water and sewer system development fees. 

Discussion ensued regarding the connection fee amounts being too high for some people to pay and new construction cannot occur with these costs being high. 

Andrea stated that in comparison to other cities and towns these costs are minimal. She stated that other cities and towns also charge park, fire, traffic and school impact fees, which Concrete does not charge. 

Mayor Miller reported on different conversations that he has had regarding people wanting to move into town and how they like the feel and direction the town is currently moving in. He stated this is the case not just for in-town limits, but the outlying areas as well. 

Discussion ensued on the $2.50 sewer rate increase continuing to occur every six months for the next few years. It was stated that this smaller increase is easier on the residents and is needed to cover the increased cost of operating and maintaining the wastewater treatment plant, as well as being able to pay the loan payments. Andrea stated town staff is always researching options for reducing the loans and treatment plant costs. 

Discussion was held regarding the possible reduction in connection fees for the airport. Andrea stated this was brought up some time ago, so she put together some possible options. It was stated that growth is supposed to pay for growth and the connection fees that are paid are to assist in completing capital projects for the water and sewer utilities. 

It was the consensus of the council to move forward with the suggested utility rates and connection fee increases and not to offer reduced connection fee costs for the airport at this time.

Airport Lease Rates 2015-2019: Discussion ensued on the suggested options for how to increase the airport lease rates. It was stated to not use the Social Security figures. It was also stated that using the CPI seems to be the most reasonable option. 

It was the consensus of the council to use CPI to figure the airport lease rates in the future. 

Review Known 2014 Revenues and Expenditures: Marla Reed had a question regarding the building permit fees budget number and the actual revenues received. Andrea explained when the town changed over to the new software, some of the BARS numbers were not entered correctly. She stated that she has corrected some of these and that the building permit line item was one of those. 

Mayor Miller asked about Paula Mann’s restitution payments and what the status is. Andrea reported that Mann has not made a payment since April of 2013 and she now has a bench warrant issued for her arrest. Andrea reported that she was told by her court contact that Mann’s ex-husband may have a settlement that is due to him and that Mann may receive a portion of that and it would be used to make a payment on this. Andrea also reported that she requests an update every few months, especially when the payments are not being received. It was also stated that Mann is supposed to be paying $50.00 a month since March of 2013 and at this point the town has only received a few hundred dollars toward the approximate $8,000.00 that is owed. 

Mayor Miller asked about how much revenue is being received from Niagara Bottling. Andrea stated that when they were transitioning from Advanced to Niagara, it had tapered off for a few months, but they are now taking much more water. She stated that it is now approximately $15,000 to $20,000 per month in revenue. 

Alan Wilkins reported that the software at the wastewater treatment plant needs to be updated from Vista to Windows 7. He stated he is getting a quote from Ovivo on this. 

Jack Mears asked why the town does not have an Airport Reserve Fund. Andrea reported that one has never been put into place. Mayor Miller asked what the point of a reserve fund was. It was stated that reserve funds act somewhat like a savings account to place funds in for future capital projects to be completed. It was the consensus of the council to move forward with creating an Airport Reserve Fund. 

Andrea stated that we are currently at approximately 75% of the way through the year, so most of the revenue and expenditures should be at or around that 75% mark. 

Andrea also stated that after the council has more time to review this report or whenever they review the treasurer’s reports or quarterly reports that if there are ever any questions to please contact her. 

Mayor Miller asked if there were any further questions or discussion on this portion. There were none. 

Marla Reed made a motion to adjourn the workshop. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 6:49 p.m.

_________________________ 

_______________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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