Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
June 23, 2014

7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer; Marianne Manville-Ailles, Town Planner; and Town Attorney David Day.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Chris Kennedy and Sharon Dillon. 

Public Participation: Dan Berentson – Skagit River General Investigation Update: Sharon Dillon thanked the town for its continued support of the study being conducted. She stated this study is very important for the Skagit Valley and more so in Eastern Skagit County with the location of the dams. 

Kara Simonds stated she is heading this study along with Skagit County, which has a nonfederal sponsor. She stated the study is on how to reduce flood risks. She stated some of the measures included in the study are early warning systems, levy repairs, and increasing the height of structures within flood prone areas. She also reported on the current flood storage and hard storage at the Baker facilities and the discussions being held regarding the increase in this storage. She stated this is a general investigation study that is being led by the Army Corps of Engineers. 


Dave Pfeiffer asked what hard storage is. Kara explained the differences between hard storage and the current acre feet of storage. She also explained the amounts of storage that Puget Sound Energy must provide as written into their license. 


Dave Pfeiffer also asked if this group produces the inundation maps. She stated the inundation maps are developed and updated by Puget Sound Energy and Seattle City Light through their Emergency Action Plans, which are reviewed and updated annually. 

Dan Berentson, Skagit County Public Works director, reported that the Skagit County Department of Emergency Management will become part of the Public Works Department on July 1. He stated that most of the personnel within the Public Works Department are active participants during an emergency anyway and this way they will receive additional training for emergencies. 

Kara stated that this report is currently in the public comment and review period. She stated that instructions on how to provide comment and where to find more information on this study were included in their packets. 

Dan also stated that they would like to come back in October to update the council again on this study. He stated that he would also like to meet with the town and discuss any projects the county may be able to assist the town in completing through the Public Works Department. 

Joelene Meckstroth and Chris Kennedy – Concrete Youth Activity Day and Events Application: Joelene stated they do have the required insurance in place, but they are waiting for the actual certificate to forward to the town. 

Discussion ensued on the number of Sani-cans that may be needed for this year’s event. It was stated that four (4) were being asked for. 

Joelene stated that this is their 7th year of holding this event and they are here tonight to answer any questions and to seek approval to hold the event again this year. 


Marla Reed made a motion to approve the events application. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported they have been very busy responding to around 60 calls since the last meeting. He stated it is definitely summer time. He also reported on numerous fire calls that had been made by a resident at the Superior Avenue apartments. He stated the individual involved in these calls is not currently residing at the apartments and is under medical evaluation. He also reported that Deputy Harrison apprehended a couple juveniles who were lighting fires inside the public restrooms. He reported that Deputy Harrison spoke with the juveniles regarding this incident and during this discussion they also admitted to the vandalism and broken window at 5b’s Bakery. Sergeant Kading stated some of these juveniles are bored and they are dealing with a lot more juvenile-related incidents and calls. 

Mayor Miller stated that he is not happy that this is occurring in such close vicinity to the East Detachment Office. Mayor Miller also stated that he does not accept boredom as an excuse for criminal activity. 

Sergeant Kading stated that unfortunately they cannot sit at the office. He stated they are busy with investigations and calls throughout Eastern Skagit County, as well as in town.


Ginger Kyritsis requested information on how much responsibility of these juveniles’ actions can be placed on the parents and if they can be held responsible. 

Sergeant Kading explained the process when dealing with juveniles. He also reported on the restitution that will most likely have to be paid to the owners at 5b’s Bakery. 

Discussion ensued regarding the different issues of vandalism in town and the different juveniles that are suspected of causing these issues. 

Fire and Life Safety Building: Nathan Zylstra introduced himself to council. He stated that he has been with Reichhardt & Ebe for about thirteen (13) years. He reported that Cody Hart is no longer with Reichhardt & Ebe. He stated that Janice Marlega will be taking over for Cody Hart at the firm, but she was unable to attend this evening’s meeting so he is here in her place. He stated that he has been the point of contact and has overseen the projects that Cody has worked on for the town. He stated that he or Janice will be giving the project updates to the town now. He stated the management and support structure through Reichhardt & Ebe is still there and they would like to continue their relationship with the town. 

Dave Pfeiffer stated that he has only been with the council for the last two (2) or three (3) years and they seem to have a pretty high turnover at their firm, with two (2) engineers for the town included and asked if this is a high turnover rate. Nathan stated that he does not know the numbers and realizes the turnover is not convenient for the town. 

Dave Pfeiffer also stated the town has key personnel, such as an attorney, a planner and an engineer. He stated that trust is earned and working relationships are built. 


Jack Mears stated that it sounds like to him that Janice was hired and Cody was pushed out. He stated he is very concerned about the town continuing to work with this firm. 

Marla Reed also stated the turnovers affect the town and the town is in the middle of a couple big projects right now and this is a concern for the town. 


Nathan stated that he realizes this is a concern, but stated again that Reichhardt & Ebe would like to continue to work with the town on these and future projects. He also stated the council’s reaction to this change is a compliment to Cody. He stated that he realizes that Cody had a very good working relationship with key personnel for the town, as well as the mayor and council. 

Ginger Kyritsis stated she is very upset and concerned about this. She stated that she would like to discuss what the options are for the town with regard to searching for a new town engineer. She stated that if the town is now going to have a new engineer, it may be in the town’s best interest to have a new firm instead. She stated that she believes the town should have been consulted before removing key personnel from employment. 

Nathan stated the firm would like to continue their relationship with the town and that they can continue to provide the services for the town, but it is completely up to the town how they wish to proceed. He stated contacting each client to discuss personnel issues is not feasible or reasonable for the firm to do. 

Mayor Miller requested that Janice Marlega’s resume be forwarded to him and he will forward to all the council members as well. 

Nathan reported on the Fire and Life Safety Building project. He stated they are working with CDBG to get comments back on the environmental review documents. He stated they are on schedule to go to bid in July with construction beginning toward the end of August. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Nathan Zylstra: Nathan reported the operations and maintenance manual is still being reviewed by the Department of Ecology and they will continue to be in contact with them until the review is completed. 

He reported the SR20 and Superior Avenue project has gone out to bid this week with the bid opening occurring on July 8 with the recommendation to award going to council on July 14. He stated construction should begin on this project toward the end of July or the beginning of August. He stated this is a fifteen (15) working day project and there should be no issue getting it completed prior to the September 3 start date of school. He stated they are also continuing to work with the Department of Transportation to get the plans approved, since this work will take place along and on a state route. 

He reported he is waiting to get a list from Andrea on who is working on what sections or parts of the Water Spray Park Grant application. Mayor Miller requested that all information regarding the Water Spray Park be forwarded to Cody Hart, Andrea Fichter and Marla Reed, and that Reichhardt & Ebe will no longer need to work on this project. Nathan stated he will gather what information he can and forward that to Cody Hart. 

Nathan also reported on the CCTV I&I Engineering Report. He stated a draft of this has been sent to Alan Wilkins for his review and comments. He stated the deadline for completion of this report through the Department of Ecology has been extended from June 30 to July 31. He stated there should not be a problem for Stantec to get this work completed prior to that date. 

He also reported on the secondary access project. He stated that now that they have received the final clarifications from the federal government, they can resume working on this project. He stated they will complete a final scope and budget for this, which will have to be reviewed by Skagit County as the town’s CA on this project. He also stated that with these new federal clarifications they will have to change the surveyor they currently use. He stated that Lisser and Associates chose not to update to the new federal mandates, so they will have to find and use a new surveyor that has met the new federal requirements. 

Jack Mears stated that Louie Requa has done a lot of work in town and he may be a good option to use as a surveyor. 

Nathan asked if there were any questions to please call him and wanted to remind the council that Reichhardt & Ebe is committed to the town. He also reported that he, Janice, the mayor, Andrea, Alan will have a meeting this Thursday to discuss ongoing projects and get everyone working together on those. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: June 9, 2014

· Approval of Claims Checks: #1306 to #1318

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: 6-Year Transportation Improvement Plan – Resolution #2014-10: Discussion on the projects on the list. Andrea explained the order of the projects and how having them on this list helps the town to seek and secure funding. 

Mayor Miller opened the public hearing to the public at 7:58 p.m.

Mayor Miller stated that with no questions or comments from the public, he will close the public hearing at 7:59 p.m.

With no further questions or comments from the council, Mayor Miller entertained a motion from the council for approval or denial of Resolution #2014-10. 


Marla Reed made a motion to approve Resolution #2014-10. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Old Business: RCO Authorizing Resolutions – Land and Water Conservation Fund #2014-07 and Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program #2014-08: Andrea reported these are the authorizing resolutions that will allow the town to apply for the grant funds for the Water Spray Park. She also stated the language in the resolutions was provided by the funding agency and that David Day has reviewed them. 

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve both resolutions. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
New Business: Events Application: 4th of July Parade: It was stated this event will be held the same as last year’s. Mayor Miller stated the parade route will begin near the post office and end in the Town Center. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the events application. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building: Nothing new to report. 

Dog Ordinance Enforcement: Andrea Fichter reported on the work that has been done to update the section in the town code regarding dogs and the enforcement thereof. She stated at this point she would consider this in draft form and she has sent it to Sergeant Kading, Rich Philips and Corrina Koenig for their review, as well as the mayor and attorney. Discussion ensued regarding what the Sheriff’s deputies may be able to assist the town in enforcing and what they cannot. Andrea stated that it was her understanding that if the deputies are able to enforce parts of this ordinance, those are the only sections that would be added to their current contract. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears reported the fueling station is experiencing some software issues. He also reported the museum is working to repair that stretch of area that was disturbed when the ditch was dug. He stated they will lay topsoil and reseed this area. He also reported the Fly-in will take place July 25-27. 

Andrea Fichter asked if the group that Gladys Silrus is with submits a vendor food application for the event if they would still need to also pay for the rental of the Pilots’ Lounge. 

It was the consensus of the council that they would not need to also pay to rent the Pilots’ Lounge since the lounge will still be open to the public and pilots and they will only be using a portion of the lounge. 

Parks: Marla Reed: Marla reported that she, Cody and Andrea met last week to discuss the Water Spray Park. She stated they went over the deadline dates and who is working on certain items to get the application finalized. 


Mayor Miller asked Cody what the name of his firm is. Cody handed out business cards for his firm, CRH Engineering. Cody reported that Reichhardt & Ebe was aware that he was starting this business and that it was only going to be a second source of income for him. He stated he will be getting his structural engineer license this summer. He also stated that he had not planned on this being his sole job and sole source of income. 


Mayor Miller stated that he would like an agreement developed between the town and CRH Engineering for work on the Water Spray Park. Andrea stated that CRH Engineering is on the town’s rosters and has purchased a business license. 


Cody also updated on a meeting that had been previously scheduled with Greg Armstrong from TIB regarding upcoming grant applications and proposed projects. Cody stated that he is not able to contact Greg on behalf of the town without the town’s permission. 

Jack Mears made a motion to allow Cody to contact Greg Armstrong regarding proposed projects for upcoming grant applications. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 


Marla Reed stated that she would like to see a list of items that Reichhardt & Ebe was working on and a list of future items that Cody is aware of. 


Discussion ensued on the work that Cody has completed and the items that Reichhardt & Ebe are working on and future items that may come up or have been discussed. 


Mayor Miller stated that he will also be sending a letter to Reichhardt & Ebe regarding the dismissal of Cody Hart. He stated that he will forward copies of this letter to the council. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Marla reported the concrete pad has been poured for the garden shed and all the posts are in for the bird bath and signage. Mayor Miller stated that now that the pad is poured they can begin finalizing the plans for the garden shed. Marla also reported the school has a couple of rain barrels and would like to give one to the community garden to use. 

Marla also reported they got some weeding done and some more plantings completed. She also reported the summer program at the school will be at the garden in July and will be painting rocks and completing some other work as well. 

Upper Skagit Library: Dave Pfeiffer: Dave reported the committee met with Graham and Bunting to discuss the county property that is a possible location for the new library building and especially the creek that runs through the property. He stated that discussion was held regarding this creek. He stated the county may or may not decide to gift this property to the town. 

He also reported that CalPortland has completed its Environmental Impact Statement on the other property the library is considering, and now they need to determine their next steps and how they can sale or allow the library to use the property. 


Jack Mears asked if the library wants the town to own it. Dave explained the research that has been completed by the new director and the possibilities for the town to be involved or not involved. He stated different items have been discussed regarding the options that the town may have for being involved with the library. He stated he believes the best option for the library is the CalPortland property. 

Dave also stated that he believes the water spray park proposal and the library possibly being relocated to that area will be a great selling point for both the town and the library when seeking funding. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported she received an e-mail from Lou Hillman today resigning from the HPLC. She stated this position will need to be advertised for. She also stated the next meeting for the HPLC will take place on July 24 at 6:00 p.m.

Marianne reported the Department of Archeology and Historical Preservation has a database that could be shared with the town to use for the town to list areas of cultural resources and will assist her with development applications and would be the best way to go for the town when determining if a cultural resource assessment would need to be completed. She stated this would allow for the town to justify increasing its SEPA thresholds as well. 

She reported the town has not yet received the report back from the Department of Health (DOH) regarding the Eagles Nest. She stated that DOH is in contact with the Department of Revenue (DOR) and is now waiting for response from them before finalizing their report. She stated that once they get the response from the DOR, then DOH will forward the combined response to the town. She stated the town will not issue any permits for work there until all the information has been received from DOR and DOH and the town staff has met. 


She also reported the school district has submitted its plans for its paving project and Alan is reviewing. 


Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that most everything she has been working on lately has been included in this packet. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Absent. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller stated he had a phone conference meeting with Rebecca Singer from the Department of Ecology and Cyndi Kleinhuizen at Ovenell’s Double O Ranch to discuss the idea for the decommissioning of the lagoon. He reported on the possible option of using one of the Ovenells’ fields to spread the bio-solids. He also reported that Alan is also talking with the cities of Mount Vernon and Sedro-Woolley for other possible options for removing the biosolids. He stated that either option is going to be less expensive for the town than what has previously been discussed. 

He also reported on different meetings he has had the last few weeks. He stated he met with Janna Hanson, who is the Community and Economic Development Director for Mount Vernon, to discuss economic development items. He also stated he attended volcano unrest training in Bellingham and discussed different scenarios that may occur if there is a volcanic eruption of Mount Baker. He also reported that he and Alan have a meeting scheduled with David Hochhaus with Ovivo at the wastewater treatment plant tomorrow at 11:00 a.m. to discuss the issues with the plant. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting will be July 15 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, which is always open to the public. 
Announcements: None. 

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 9:08 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


