Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
June 9, 2014

7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer; Alan Wilkins, Public Works Director; Marianne Manville-Ailles, Town Planner; and Town Attorney David Day.
 

Audience Members Signed In: John Boggs and Don Payne. 

Public Participation: Paul Schissler and Margaret Fleek – Interlocal Cooperation Agreement, Council Resolution Supporting Regional Cooperation: Paul stated that he is working for the Skagit County Commissioners office to put together this interlocal agreement for a grant application that would bring more funding to the county for affordable housing. He stated to qualify for the grant, the county needs to have the entire population of the county to be involved. He stated this agreement would not require the town to provide any funds, staff time or elected official time. He stated the issue of affordable housing has been a problem in the county for a long time now. He stated that he is here tonight to hopefully get the approval of the council on the resolution, allowing the mayor to sign the interlocal agreement. Paul discussed the different entities that have already approved this and the others that will be considering this item in the next few weeks. He stated that other entities have seen this as a low-risk item that will benefit the entire county. 

Marla asked if this funding would actually find its way to the residents in Concrete. Paul stated this funding would be used to increase the funding for existing programs, such as those that Community Action manages. He stated the long-term goal is to make homes that are affordable for the income levels that are out there. 


Marianne reported that she had spoken with Margaret Fleek earlier today, who sent her apologies for not being able to attend this evening. Marianne stated the current funding for these programs would be increased substantially if this new funding is awarded to the county, with no obligation by the town. She stated that she believes this is a very good idea and feels it is important for the town to approve. She stated it will take the entire county population. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the resolution with the correct corresponding resolution number added. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported they had about 70 calls in the month of May. He stated they are starting to see an increase in juvenile-related instances now that the weather is better and school is getting ready to let out. He stated there are certain juveniles that are causing most of the issues and they are well known to the deputies. He reported on the break-in that occurred at Young Market last month. He stated they have a suspect in mind, as well as video surveillance. He stated they will most likely begin to see an increase in Search and Rescue calls as well. 

David Pfeiffer reported on an interesting character he saw walking up from the river on Ronald Road, making his way to Airport Way, carrying a spear and a sword. Sergeant Kading stated they would like the opportunity to at least make contact with these types of individuals. 

Jack Mears asked what can be done about the juveniles causing issues. Sergeant Kading reported it depends on the juveniles involved. He stated that most of them have probation officers and any trouble or charges are referred to their probation officers and could eventually result in them serving time in juvenile detention. 


Mayor Miller noted all the calls that are still occurring at the Eagles Nest. Sergeant Kading stated they are still receiving calls to that area and are still continuing their investigation as to why these calls have increased. 

Andrea Fichter and Marianne Manville-Ailles updated on the Department of Health visit and the report that should be coming to the town soon. It was stated that once this report is received, a staff meeting between the Town Planner, Fire Chief, Building Inspector, and Deputy Clerk will occur and a decision will be made as to the next steps to remedy any violations occurring at the Eagles Nest. Marianne stated that she would also like to have Sergeant Kading in attendance at the staff meeting. She stated that once this report is received and staff has met, they will report back to council, which she is hoping is by the next council meeting. 

Fire and Life Safety Building: Cody Hart reported the final draft environmental documents have been issued for town staff review and comments. He reported on the language for the publication and the requirements for the 15-day comment period prior to sending these docs to the funding agencies. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody discussed an item that was discussed at the last SCOG Technical Advisory Committee meeting. He stated that the requirement for entities to have an ADA Transition Plan in place is now being reviewed and he stated the town needs to work on getting one in place soon. He stated this is a federal mandate by the Department of Justice and municipalities are being buckled down on. He stated this plan involves pedestrian travel routes and ensuring that they are ADA-compliant and the need to have it documented. He stated he believes this would be an estimated $20,000 for the town to hire a consultant to develop this and get the plan completed. He stated there might be a possibility of STP funds being available for completing these, but this is still being discussed at SCOG. He reported they are still discussing how the funds would be allocated and what the funds could be used for. 

Cody reported on the TIB meeting that he and Andrea attended last week. He stated that grant applications are due in August and he will be discussing different projects in town with staff prior to application. 

He also reported he is waiting for final approval from TIB to be able to advertise for the SR 20 and Superior Avenue project. He stated he is hoping to advertise next week and the project is scheduled to begin mid- to end of July. 

Cody also reported the operation and maintenance manual for the wastewater treatment plant has been sent to the Department of Ecology for their review. He stated that Stantec is currently about $3,000.00 under budget on this item. 

ADD-ONS: 
2014 Sanitary Sewer System Evaluation Scope of Work – Engineering Report: Cody reported on an action item for the engineering report for the CCTV project. He stated that phase 1 of this project is complete and the videoing for phase 2 is also complete. He stated that an engineering report on this project is required by the Department of Ecology and will need to be completed prior to closing out this project. He stated the scope and budget for this is included in their council packets. He stated he did what he could to reduce any cost to the town, but this report has to be completed. He stated it is an estimated $18,000.00 to complete this and it is required by the Department of Ecology, who he worked with on what would actually be needed in this report. 
Alan Wilkins also stated the CCTV work and the engineering report is a requirement of the town’s NPDES permit. Alan and Cody discussed different items that have been identified so far from the I&I study that was completed. 


Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve this cost and the scope and budget for the engineering report to be completed. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Master Contract Usage Agreement, State of Washington Department of Enterprise Services: Andrea reported on the Washington State Department of Enterprise Services Master Contract Usage Agreement. She stated this would be another purchasing option for the town. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the agreement. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: May 27, 2014

· Approval of Claims Checks: #1274 to #1305

· Approval of Payroll Checks

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Ordinance #727 – Adding CMC 8.18, Solicitation and Aggressive Begging: Andrea Fichter reported this is the formal ordinance and no changes were made since it was discussed at the last meeting. 

Marla Reed made a motion to adopt ordinance #727. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
New Business: SCOG Agreement and Bylaws, Resolution #2014-06: David Day stated that many functions have changed within the Skagit Council of Governments (SCOG) since the original bylaws and agreements were put into place. He stated the agreement between all the entities needs to be updated and roles clarified. He stated there are not any specific changes for the town with the updated agreement. 


Mayor Miller reported that currently the towns of Lyman, Hamilton and Concrete get one combined vote, but the ports and the tribes each get their own vote. He stated with these new updates they will now have one combined vote like the towns. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the agreement. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 


Events Application – North Cascade Aero Museum, Monocoupe Homecoming: Jack Mears stated this is a high wing, round engine, 1930s-model airplane. He stated it used to be owned by a man in Arlington, but was sold and transported to Pennsylvania. He reported that it has recently been resold and brought back here. He stated they will hold this event and have the plane on display and it may make some flights. 

It was stated the museum is not asking for anything from the town and have provided the needed insurance. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the events application. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Sewer Lien Foreclosure – 7652 South Park Avenue: Discussion regarding the lien on this property ensued. It was stated this property has been vacant for a few years now and currently there is not any action being taken by the bank. Andrea stated the town has until November of this year to foreclose on the lien. 

Council consensus to bring this back to council in September 2014. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building: Nothing new to report. 

Dog Ordinance Enforcement: David Day reported he has been working on this to get it updated and to better match the county code for dangerous dogs. He stated he will have it completed this week and will send it to Andrea, who can then forward to Sergeant Kading for his review as well. He stated they will bring this back to council for review at the next meeting. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears reported the roof has been put on the east hangar out of the two hangars that are currently under construction. He reported they will begin on the roof for the other hangar next week. He also stated the fuel station is full and they are just waiting on the fuel cards. He also stated the fly-in is on as scheduled for the last week in July. 

Parks: Marla Reed: Marla reported the committee met tonight and discussed different items. She stated one item they discussed were the flowers that were donated by Skagit Gardens. She stated the donation is very much appreciated, but it becomes difficult and time consuming for staff to keep these flowers watered during the summer. She stated that it may be better to change from flowers to more flowering bush type plants that do not require as much maintenance. Alan Wilkins discussed different areas where hydrants could possibly be installed. 

Marla also reported they are still working on the water spray park grant and are currently gathering support letters for this. She stated the conceptual design for this is included in their packets. She also reported that a public bathroom or some type of wash station will need to be included due to Department of Health regulations. Cody Hart gave an update on the conceptual design and the items that are still being narrowed down. He also reported on other design ideas for the future of this park and the possible addition of a transit stop along the west side of Silo Park along Superior Avenue. 


Marla also reported on the idea of the town making their own forms for constructing cement picnic tables. Alan Wilkins stated that he would talk to Jimmy Luttrell, the Public Works Maintenance Worker, about constructing these forms. Mayor Miller reported on some tables that he saw that the town could possibly use the design of. He also stated that he was not aware that Job Corps would be so backlogged and that it would take so long to get the picnic tables from them. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Marla reported a lot of the beds have been planted, but there is still a lot of weeding that needs to be done at the food bank beds. Mayor Miller stated they will continue to work to get the greenhouse completed. 

Upper Skagit Library: Dave Pfeiffer: Dave reported the next Building Committee meeting will be next week and the actual board meeting will take place the week after that. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported on an additional add-on item for the grant for the Comprehensive Plan update through the Department of Commerce. She stated this would be a $5,000.00 grant for this year and an additional $5,000.00 for next year. Andrea stated this is a basic grant agreement. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the grant agreement. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Marianne gave updates on the items she is currently working on. She reported the environmental review has been completed for the fueling station. She also reported the school paving project went to advertisement today and after the 10-day comment period will most likely be finalized. She stated the project will occur this summer. She also reported she has a meeting scheduled with Puget Sound Energy tomorrow to discuss their project. She stated they have a draft conceptual plan for a new maintenance building, as well as renovations to another building, which will include adding a visitor center. She reported they will also discuss zoning and shoreline issues. She stated that she will update the council further after this meeting. 


She also updated on a possible violation that was brought to her attention by a resident. She reported that it was reported that trees were being cut along the hillside south of Cedar Street. She stated there is an area that is a Native Growth Protection area and work in that area would need to be reviewed for critical areas. Mayor Miller updated Marianne on where the trees were located and that they were outside of the toe of the slope and were danger trees that needed to be removed. Marianne stated that as long as they were not in the Native Growth Protection area that a violation was not occurring and she would inform the resident who brought it to her attention. 

Marianne also reviewed the new SEPA rules and regulations, as well as the history of SEPA. She stated the new rules and regulations were originally supposed to be scaled back and assist in streamlining SEPA reviews and permitting. She stated the Department of Ecology began discussing these changes in 2012 and a committee was organized. She stated this committee was somewhat taken over by cultural resource groups. She explained the new rules, exemptions and other items that are now in SEPA. She also reviewed different buildings, homes and other structures that minimums were changed for and exemptions that are now allowed. 

She also reviewed one major change, which is the requirement that SEPA reviews will also have to go through a cultural resources review if they reach a certain criteria. She stated that right now the town has its minimums set at the lowest instead of higher, making more applicants for land use required to complete a cultural resources assessment. She stated which ones that she believes the town could change. She stated that some baseline work will need to be completed in order to justify changing the minimums. She updated on what Mt. Vernon is doing and the possibility of the town using a nonprofit group to assist the town in determining the more cultural resource-sensitive areas in town. She stated the town will need to have something in place that documents its intention to continue to protect cultural resources. It was stated at this point the council would like to see the single family at a ten (10)-unit maximum threshold and then change the other thresholds to match the state’s maximums allowed. 

Audience member John Boggs asked about the comprehensive plan update survey that was distributed and he had a question on what does “continue the Town Center theme throughout the downtown area” really mean. He asked what it will do to change what is, or will be allowed or not allowed in that expanded area compared to the existing designation. 

Marianne explained expanding the Town Center district would allow for a little more flexibility, but would require a little more design review to ensure that it stays with the downtown theme. She stated these questions are asked to find out what people would like to see or not like to see and any rule changes would have to be discussed after all the comments are received. 

Audience member John Boggs asked that the next time these types of surveys are distributed, that more clarification is given within the question so that people can more accurately answer the questions or make comments. 


Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that she is continuing to work on grant applications and paperwork for grant-related projects. She also stated that many of the items she is currently working on were also included in their packets this evening. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported on a tree that needs to be removed near water reservoir number three (3). He also stated that they still need to look at purchasing a new backhoe. He stated this was talked about last year, but they have not purchased one yet. It was stated to begin looking and to review the budget for purchasing this. 

Marla Reed asked about painting the old fire truck. She stated this was discussed and approved by council some time ago. She stated the seat also needs to be repaired. She stated she would like to see this get done prior to Cascade Days. 

Jack Mears asked about seeing if the county would be able to get the runway stripes repainted at the airport. Alan stated that he will check on the cost for the paint and the amount that will be needed. He also stated they have ordered a new paint striper and should be able to get this completed. Jack Mears stated that it would be nice to have this done before the fly-in. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported the Economic Development Task Force is now created and the members are Philip Moran, Doug Ide, Athena Hornsby, Cheryl Werda, Ginger Kyritsis, Claus Joens, and himself. He stated this group will be led by Eric Archuletta. He stated its first meeting will be this Wednesday at 5b’s Bakery at 8 a.m. He stated its focus will be on creating an economic development plan for the town, which will involve suggestions for the town, the chamber, businesses in town, and residents. He stated the plan will come before council with any needed approvals from the town. 

Mayor Miller also reported on a meeting that he and Alan Wilkins had with Rebecca Singer from the Department of Ecology regarding the wastewater treatment plant and the decommissioning of the lagoon. He stated they were given an additional two (2) year extension to get the decommissioning completed. He also reported there are a couple different options the town has for getting this done and he and Alan are currently researching those. Alan also reported on a possibility of selling the biosolids. 

Mayor Miller also reported on the wastewater treatment plant issues and that he believes the original design was flawed. He stated the company that designed the plant has updated its design since the town’s was constructed. He reported on the cleaning of the membranes and the process for this. He stated that too much hair and fiber are getting into the system, which is a screen design flaw with this system. He stated the system the town has is now designed to include ultra fine screens, which keeps out the extra hair and fiber, which clogs the membranes and causes them to need cleaning or replacement. He stated that he is going to have staff review all of the council minutes since the plant was constructed and track all the items that have caused an issue since its construction. He stated that he is also having Alan Wilkins put together a list of items. He said once he has this information, he will be discussing the options the town has with the town attorney and what the towns next steps should be for correcting this design flaw. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting will be June 17 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, which is always open to the public. 
Announcements: None. 

Executive Session: None. 

Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 9:15 p.m. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


