Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
May 27, 2014

7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer; Alan Wilkins, Public Works Director; and Town Attorney David Day.
 

Audience Members Signed In: John Boggs

Public Participation: None. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading apologized to the mayor for not returning his call sooner last week, but he was busy on a call. He reported on a man on Cascade Trail who had started a small fire just outside of town limits, right near the county line, which he reluctantly extinguished when asked. He also reported on an issue with garbage littered throughout town. He stated there may be an increase in juvenile-related calls with nicer weather and school getting let out for summer. He also reported on the brick that was thrown through one of the high school windows over the weekend. He reported that nothing was taken and they are currently investigating this incident. He reported that it has been a very busy two weeks. He also reported there have not been any new developments at the Eagles Nest, but he is still waiting for a return call from the actual owner of the property. 

Mayor Miller asked about the 30-day stay rule regarding hotels and motels. Sergeant Kading stated that he would defer to town staff and the town attorney. 


Sergeant Kading reported on a phone call he had with the manager at the Eagles Nest who stated they would not be bringing anyone else from Everett up here. Sergeant Kading stated that the manager had also stated they are working toward a different clientele. Sergeant Kading stated that if the rules and regulations are determined for length of stay or occupancy, they can look back through their call logs to determine how long some of these people have been staying at the motel. 


Ginger Kyritsis reported on an incident she witnessed where three (3) juveniles were abusing an animal on Main Street. She stated that this occurred last Thursday around 12:30 a.m. Sergeant Kading reported that Deputy Dills has made contact with some of the kids in this area and has a good rapport with them, and he will have Deputy Dills speak with some of the juveniles in this area to see what is occurring and with whom. 

Fire and Life Safety Building: Cody Hart introduced Peter Carletti from Carletti and Associates, who is the architecture firm for the Fire and Life Safety Building project. Peter gave some background on the project and handed out information regarding time spent by his firm and others on this project. He stated that originally this project was based solely on a reuse fee for the plans from the Sedro-Woolley station. He stated the project was then changed and the town chose to go with plans from the Memorial Highway station. He stated there was time and effort associated with the original plan that the firms involved chose not to charge the town for, which was around $12,500.00. He stated that since that time there have been changes made to the current plans, which has resulted in additional time and effort by his firm and others. Peter apologized for not bringing this to the town’s attention sooner and assured the mayor and council that this is not the way his firm does business. He reviewed different items that have been altered, added or removed. He stated when going through the items they have been minimal, but they do add up to time and effort by his firm, as well as the structural, electrical and mechanical firms. He also reviewed what it would have cost the town if they had started from scratch with the plans and not reused existing plans. He stated even with this increase of $11,500.00 that is being requested, there is still a cost savings to the town by using existing plans. He also stated that if they had chosen to charge the town originally for the $12,500.00, he would not be here now requesting the $11,500.00. 


Mayor Miller updated Councilmember Ginger Kyritsis on the original plans and why the town chose not to go with those plans and chose to go with plans for a different building. 

Peter stated that he is here tonight to try and recoup some of the funds and stated that it’s not just his firm, but others that are also out funds. He reported they have done the best job they can to keep costs low and to accommodate the town. 

A question was raised regarding why these changes were not figured into the original contract and who had requested the changes to the plans and the building. Mayor Miller reported on meetings that were held at Town Hall between Peter Carletti, Rich Philips, Alan Wilkins, Cody Hart, himself and others where different items were discussed and decisions made to make changes to certain items. 

Discussion ensued on the different items on the list that have been altered, added or removed and the dollar amount associated with these changes. Cody Hart also gave some background on the project and reminded council that everyone was in hurry at the beginning of this project trying to get numbers and information together to get the grant application submitted on time. 

It was stated that Andrea Fichter should review the funding and the budget to determine if there is funds available to pay out the requested $11,500.00. 

Cody also discussed the way the bids will be advertised. He stated that there are three (3) alternative bids that will go along with the actual bid. He stated that the town may be able to afford more than what actually has to be constructed, and hopefully the alternate bids will come in so the town can afford those additions as well. He stated that right now he feels there is funding available within the current budget to pay Carletti and Associates this amount. 

It was the consensus of the council that these costs are fair and should be paid to Carletti and Associates. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to guarantee payment of the requested $11,500.00 to Carletti and Associates, with payment being made once the funding source is determined. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody reported the final plans and draft specifications for the Fire and Life Safety Building have been delivered to the town and are available at Town Hall on CD and copies can be requested. He reported this information also includes the draft contract that will be between the town and the contractor once chosen. 

Cody also reported on a phone conference scheduled with the Department of Archeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) that will take place tomorrow between the town, himself and Widener and Associates to discuss the approval that is needed from DAHP for the town to move forward on this project. He stated the proposed scheduling will have the project construction start date beginning in mid-August. He stated there is a lot of coordination that has to occur with a project this size. He stated that he and Andrea will have a phone conference with CDBG as well, to discuss the project schedule and its timeline for review. 

CCTV Pay Request #1: Cody reported this project has been completed and this will be the first and final pay request. He stated the overall project was completed under budget. He stated that he is coordinating with Department of Ecology (DOE) on the required engineering report that will need to be submitted prior to closing out this project. He stated they have submitted a draft scope to DOE for their review and will bring a final scope and budget back before council for their consideration. Cody also stated that he is hopeful the engineering report will fall under the existing funding from DOE. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve Pay Request #1 from Olson Brothers Pro-Vac. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

TIB Project: SR 20/Superior Avenue Approval to Advertise: Cody reported they have received confirmation from TIB that they will cover the cost for the school zone improvements, which will remain with no cost to the town. He stated he has reviewed the additions to the project and he is working with WSDOT as well to see if they may be willing to contribute to the project. He stated that WSDOT had originally installed the equipment, which never was fully functional. He stated the school district is very excited about the new equipment. Cody stated that he will have the traffic engineer begin moving forward, with the town’s approval. He again reminded council that this funding does not require a match by the town. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the additional costs, which shall be included in a supplement from Reichhardt & Ebe, as well as to advertise the project when concurrence and approval is received from TIB. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Secondary Access Project: Approval to Obligate TAP Funds: Cody reported that with the grant funding that was awarded to the town through the Skagit Council of Governments (SCOG) for $80,000 to complete the design of the secondary access, that the funds need to be obligated by July. He stated upon approval of this obligation he will prepare a scope and budget that will be presented to council for approval. 

Mike Bartel made a motion to approve the obligation of funds for the secondary access project using the funding from SCOG. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried with Marla Reed recused, Jack Mears and Dave Pfeiffer opposed and Mayor Miller breaking the tie vote. 

Jack Mears asked about the actual construction of the secondary access and where the funds for completing this will be coming from. 

Cody reported that he will submit a grant application on behalf of the town in the next few months for an amount of $1,000,000.00, which will cover a majority of the right-of-way purchases and partial construction. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: May 12, 2014

· Approval of Claims Checks: #1250 to #1266

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Ordinance #726 – Appealing Ordinance #722, CMC 10.12.010(5)(6) Parking: Andrea reported this is the actual ordinance for appealing ordinance #722 that was passed earlier by the council. 


Ginger Kyritsis stated she drove this area after the last meeting and stated that she believes there is plenty of room for parking and she is glad they decided to repeal this ordinance. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve Ordinance #726. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance Draft – Solicitation and Aggressive Begging: David Day reviewed the changes that were made and the items that were added for enforcement. He also stated this was discussed between town staff and the Sheriff’s Deputies as well. 

It was the consensus of the council that this draft ordinance should be brought back before them in final ordinance form. Andrea Fichter will develop this ordinance and bring back to council at their next meeting. 
New Business: None. 

Discussion Items: Superior Building: Nothing new to report. 

Dog Ordinance Enforcement: David Day updated on the discussions that he has had with Arn Denny regarding the town’s dog ordinances and enforcement by the Sheriff’s deputies. He stated he will have a better update to the dog ordinance soon and will also send it to Sergeant Kading and Arn Denny for their review. 

Mayor Miller reported on another incident he witnessed with Chris Evans’ dogs. He stated he made another written complaint about this incident. He reported on what occurred with him and a man on a bicycle. Mayor Miller reported that he will speak with Alan Wilkins about getting the town kennels reconstructed. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears reported the fueling system was tested today. He stated they are waiting for the final certification from the state and should have fuel available by first of June. Jack also reported that he has not heard of any complaints regarding this facility. 

He also reported the fly-in T-shirts, hats and cups should be in tomorrow. He reported the Civil Air Patrol is set up and that Gladys Silrus and Naomi Rumpff will be cooking breakfast at the Pilots’ Lounge. 

Mayor Miller reported there will not be a Cement City Street Fair this year. He also reported that Puget Sound Energy will still be doing its tours during the weekend of the Fly-In. Jack Mears stated that he saw an ad in the Skagit Valley Herald for the Street Fair that said it was going to be held on the third weekend in July. Mayor Miller stated that was incorrect information. Jack stated that if these two events are not going to be occurring at the same time, there is not a need to purchase additional Sani-Cans. 

Mayor Miller reported they need a new Sani-Can at the community garden. 

Parks: Marla Reed: Marla reported that she, Cody and Andrea are working on applying for a spray park grant. She stated it is a long process. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Marla reported the Youth Dynamics (YD) group did a lot of weeding and she and her kids also got some weeding done. She reported the greenhouse is a little over halfway installed. Mayor Miller reported the YD kids are going to come back and lay landscaping fabric and he will need more chips for the garden paths. 

It was also reported the gazebo at Garden Club Park has been repaired after it was vandalized. 

Upper Skagit Library: Dave Pfeiffer: Dave reported the board has gotten it narrowed down between two different parcels. He stated one is on Glacier Northwest’s property southwest of the Superior Apartments and the other is located behind the Concrete Center, which is owned by the county. He stated that Sharon Dillon was for using the county property, but the other commissioners have been dragging their feet. He also reported that Glacier is willing to work with the Library Board on selling the property to them. He stated that right now they are going through the Environmental Impact Statement process to make sure there are no surprises with that property. He stated they are currently looking at the Kendall Library to mirror their design or possibly purchase the plans. He stated if they choose to go that route, it will be a huge cost saving for the library. 

Dave also reported the new director is researching why the town was not originally made a part of the library district. He stated that she has heard many conflicting stories and would like to gather more information on this item. Andrea Fichter stated that she has been in contact with the director and is working on getting her the information she can find on this at Town Hall. 

Jack Mears requested to go back to his Airport report. He stated that volunteers had completed weeding and landscaping around the Airport Lounge and he would like to purchase a couple of shrubs that are sun resistant and he would also like to lay river rock along the beds in this area. Alan Wilkins stated that Public Works can bring up the river rock; just let them know when he would like to have it. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Absent

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that she has been busy working with Cody on multiple grant and loan applications and projects. She also reported the April 2014 Treasurer’s Report and the 2013 Annual Report were included in their packets. She encouraged the council to read each and let her know if they had any questions. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported they are having an issue with commercial companies disposing of limbs and branches at the chipping pile. He stated this is an issue because they have difficulty keeping up with the residential debris as it is right now. 

Mayor Miller asked about the light at Silo Park. Alan reported this has been called in and is scheduled for repair. 

Mayor Miller also reported on complaints that he has received from Erin Groh regarding a smell that she believes is coming from the lift station near her home. Alan Wilkins reported this has been investigated several times and that testing has even been completed that showed no gas or smell coming from the lift station. Mayor Miller stated that he would still like to have the lid that is in the town’s possession placed on the lift station. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported that he and Alan Wilkins have a meeting scheduled with Rebecca Singer from DOE to discuss the lagoon decommissioning and other wastewater treatment plant items. 

Mayor Miller also handed out a sketch from Annie Bussiere of her idea for a highway sign that would be similar to the one in Sedro-Woolley that points people off the highway instead of listing each individual business. He also stated that some businesses may not want to participate financially if their particular business is not listed. He stated this was just an FYI for the council to think about. 

Mayor Miller also handed out a brochure type flier that states what is offered in town. He stated he made this flyer as a member of the Chamber of Commerce and it can be used by different businesses, places or events to hand out or have available for visitors. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting will be June 17 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, which is always open to the public. 
Announcements: None. 
Executive Session: None. 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:59 p.m. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


