Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
May 12, 2014

7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Corrina Koenig, Deputy Clerk; Alan Wilkins, Public Works Director; and Town Attorney David Day.
 

Audience Members Signed In: John Boggs, Anne Bussiere, Don Payne and Carol Fabrick.

Public Participation: John Boggs, Concrete Heritage Museum Request: John Boggs brought in samples of the GIS maps that he requested from Skagit County. He was told by GIS that there would be no fee for this map.

Corrina Koenig – Staff Presentation: Corrina went over the research she has done to put up an outdoor advertising sign on Highway 20. The sign would be on town-owned property between Mill Ave. and South Dillard. The sign would be double-sided and 10’X20’. There was discussion on trimming the tree that exists on the property or the possibility of cutting it down. Anne Bussiere thought that the tree might be a memorial tree planted in the 1980s.

Marla was concerned that we would have this sign made and not enough business owners would be interested in paying to be on it and the town would end up paying for the majority of the sign. Marla asked that Corrina send out a survey to all of the business owners in town to find out how many would be interested before proceeding with the project; the rest of the council and mayor agreed. Corrina will have an answer back to council by the June 23, 2014, meeting.

Anne Bussiere – No Parking on Everett Avenue: Anne stated that trucks have been stopping and starting on Everett Ave. for the last 30 years that she has lived here. Anne stated that to her knowledge there has never been an accident and none of the trucks have ever blocked Washington Street. Anne also stated that she has received complaints from Puget Sound Energy drivers regarding being talked to by deputies about parking there. Anne stated that she was upset that this ordinance was passed because of one complaint by one person without getting feedback from the rest of the townspeople.

Anne requested that the town reconsider the ordinance. Mayor Miller stated that one person did complain that the travel lane was being blocked. Mayor Miller asked the Public Works Department to put up no parking signs. After the signs were up, he was told that there needed to be an ordinance in place to enforce the signs, which is why he asked Andrea to draft the ordinance.

Anne asked where Mayor Miller thought they should stage their vehicles while tightening their loads and waiting for traffic coming down the one-lane hill. Mayor Miller stated that they can use the turn out at the east end of town or the property that used to be used for the Swap Meet at the west end of town, or the area north of the county maintenance facility. Anne explained that the trucks are not always here; it is only when there is a project happening. Sergeant Kading stated that the issue is with one resident and should be worked out with that resident. He also stated that if he or his deputies were to write an infraction based on RCW, he felt the judge would likely throw it out based on the fact that it is reasonable for the trucks to stand there while securing their loads or waiting for oncoming traffic to clear. Sergeant Kading stated that he felt it was reasonable to allow them to stage there for short time periods. Mayor Miller asked if it was reasonable for the town to stop vehicles from blocking town roads. John Boggs asked about the Puget Sound Energy lot on the west side of Everett Ave. Sergeant Kading stated that the lot was too low and would tear up the underside of trucks. Ginger Kyritsis stated that she did not realize that there was a safety issue here and did not feel that was represented when the ordinance was brought up to council. Jack Mears stated that we need to revise the ordinance based on the Sergeant’s recommendation. Ginger Kyritsis stated that in light of the new information, the ordinance should be changed. Jason stated he was mostly concerned with the road being blocked. Jack Mears made a motion to repeal the additions to Ordinance 722. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Mayor Miller asked Sergeant Kading if he could make contact with Erin Groh and explain the situation to her. Mayor Miller asked Alan Wilkins to pull the signs immediately.

Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading reported that call volume was up due to the summer weather. He stated that most are civil infractions. He also stated that with the Highway 20 pass open and the Highway 530/Oso bypass route open, we are seeing an increase in traffic, but have not had any issues because of it. 

Sergeant Kading also reported that the Mill Addition area was looking good. He reported that there had been a few civil evictions and there was a Dumpster on site at one of them, for cleaning up the house. He stated that Deputy Harrison has been working hard to get folks to get rid of their junk in the area.

He also reported that they are continuing to get calls regarding people at the Eagles Nest. He stated that he has not yet been able to get a hold of Mark Wilson, manager of the hotel. It has been reported that Mr. Wilson is the man responsible for transporting people here from Everett and Sergeant Kading would like to find out why. He asked about possible RCW’s that only allowed a 30-day stay. Corrina Koenig reported that she had looked into that for him and there is no RCW that limits someone’s stay in a motel. The town could create a municipal code for this, but would have to figure out how to monitor and enforce it. Mayor Miller asked Sergeant Kading for Mark Wilson’s phone number so that he could contact him directly.

He also reported that last weekend was opening fishing season at the lakes. He stated that deputies and Department of Fish and Wildlife were on the water, instructing boaters on safety issues and rules. He reported that no tickets were issued. 

Fire and Life Safety Building: Cody Hart was not in attendance. Mayor Miller brought up that Fire & Life Safety Building architect Peter Carletti is requesting an additional $11,000.00 for the life safety building. Mr. Carletti will be available at the next council meeting to explain the reasons for the additional funds. He stated that Andrea Fichter was looking into where the additional funds needed to come from.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: No Report

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: April 28, 2014

· Approval of Claims Checks: #1219-#1249

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Town of Concrete Code of Ethics Draft Ordinance: David Day reported that MRSC made a few minor changes to the ordinance. Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Department of Commerce Agreement – Life Safety Building: David explained that this was just the terms of agreement with the state and it was standard with a state grant. It was the consensus of council to proceed with the contract terms.
New Business: Draft Panhandling and Aggressive Begging Ordinance: A draft ordinance was created to deal with issues of aggressive panhandling. Sergeant Kading stated that loitering is very hard to enforce, but they are able to trespass people from a particular business if asked to by the owner. Discussion ensued regarding where the panhandling is happening. Mayor Miller asked Sergeant Kading if he had seen the draft yet. He had not. Mayor Miller requested that council table this discussion until Sergeant Kading had a chance to weigh in on the ordinance. Council agreed.
Discussion Items: Superior Building: Nothing new to report. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears reported that the fuel tank is in and looks good; he is expecting to have fuel by the end of the month. Mayor Miller requested that a letter be drawn up to thank the museum for its efforts in getting the fueling station put in and have council sign it at the next council meeting. Council agreed.

Parks: Marla Reed: Marla reported that Andrea Fichter is working on grant funding for a spray park. This is a fountain that people can run through, similar to what the City of Burlington has. There is a 10% match that can be “in-kind” and the town has two (2) years to show that contribution. Mayor Miller stated that a PowerPoint presentation was due on Wednesday. Mayor Miller also stated that we would be researching the project while looking for money to fund it. This is an approach that he does not prefer, but due to the urgency of the funding, it is how it has to be done. Marla Reed stated that there is $500,000.00 available for each grant. Jack Mears asked what the spray park would cost. Marla Reed reported that she doesn’t know the final dollar amount at this time. However the representative from the state who is helping on the project has estimated it at $338,000.00. This figure is probably high. Anne Bussiere asked if there would be a bathroom. Marla Reed stated that this would be an addition in the future. Marla Reed commented that we really need something in town to draw people here. Mayor Miller asked the council if they were interested in proceeding with the research portion of this project. The council agreed.

The spray park would be located at the southwest corner of the playground.

Mayor Miller reported that there was an area light out at the Skate Park.

Marla Reed reported that she had been interviewed by Brie Phillips with the summer camp at the elementary school about volunteerism, and others had as well, and that they were making a video to show the kids at summer camp.

Ginger Kyritsis brought up the idea of creating a “City Band.” She asked who she should talk to about community ideas. Mayor Miller recommended Imagine Concrete as a place to start as it is a place where ideas can be processed. It could also go through parks since the music would be done in the parks or through the paper. Mayor Miller said that he would just like to see a systematic plan for new ideas. He also stated that the north side of the silos would be a perfect fit for a band/amphitheatre. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Marla Reed reported that the Farm to School had requested to plant seedlings in the garden. She told them as long as they were planting in the Concrete Food Bank beds, it was OK. They also wanted to plant flowers. Mayor Miller stated that it would be OK if they wanted to plant along the northern edge of the field crops area, but they would have to weed first. Mayor Miller reported that he and Darrel Reed would be installing the greenhouse soon. Mayor Miller reported the YD kids will be at the community garden on May 19 for a community service project. Mayor Miller also reported that Finney Farm usually plants in some of the beds and he and Marla harvest the crops. However, he has not heard from them. He will call.

Upper Skagit Library: Dave Pfeiffer: Dave reported that the last meeting was postponed. He stated that library Director Brooke Pederson wanted to know when the Comp Plan Surveys needed to be turned in. Mayor Miller stated that Marianne needed them back by August 1, 2014.
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Absent

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Absent

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported that the Garden Club Park gazebo had been vandalized. Someone had tried to tip it over. Jimmy Luttrell is working on the repairs. Rich Philips estimated the repairs at $500.00-$1,000.00. The roof structure appears to be OK.

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported that he would not be attending the Revitalize Washington conference this year, due to it being at the same time as production week. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting will be May 20 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, which is always open to the public. 
Announcements: The next meeting will be Tuesday, May 27, 2014 due to the holiday on Monday. 
Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:25 p.m. Ginger Krytsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Corrina Koenig
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


