Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
April 28, 2014

7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Staff Present: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer, Town Planner, Marianne Manville-Ailles and Town Attorney David Day.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Bill and Leatha Sullivan, John Boggs, and Bill Pfeifer. 

Public Participation: John Boggs, Concrete Heritage Museum Request: John Boggs reported on the need for the museum to get its roof repaired and the fundraising the board will be conducting to get this completed. 

He reported the museum currently does not have enough visibility in town and not everyone knows the museum is even in town. He stated there are many requirements for installing signage on the State Highway and the museum does not currently meet these requirements for signage. He reported that one of the requirements they cannot meet is the days and times they are open. He stated they are looking at different areas in town where they could place signage. He stated one idea they have discussed is the 35 mph sign near the Concrete Center that reads, “for the kids.” He stated the sign has been there a long time. He also reported the sign was installed before the lighted crosswalks were installed. He also stated the current sign is in need of repainting, which the museum would be willing to do at its cost, if the town would allow them to add something about the museum to the bottom of the sign. He also suggested maybe changing the saying for the kids to something different, such as slow down and enjoy Concrete. 

John also reported the museum is researching the purchase of a large map from Skagit County GIS that they would like to display in the window of the old Town Hall on Dillard Avenue. He also stated they would like to use the other window to display information about the town and museum, with directions and information as to where the museum is actually located. 

Jack Mears stated that he believes these sound like good ideas. The rest of the council was in agreement. 


Mayor Miller requested that John bring a plan back to council for consideration. 

Marianne Manville-Ailles reported on the town’s current sign code and that it states that signs must meet all local and/or DOT rules whichever one is more stringent. She stated that if existing signs are altered, they must conform to the current code. Discussion ensued on the width of the state right-of-way and who actually owns the property the sign is currently located on. Andrea will research the ownership of this parcel. 

Mayor Miller and Andrea both reported on the work and research that Corrina has already completed on putting signs along the highway. They also reported on the sign that she is currently working on that will be placed on town property along the highway that will meet the DOT rules for signage. 
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading stated that there wasn’t too much new to report since the last meeting. He stated the town is still experiencing an increase in traffic due to the closure of highway 530. He stated the residents from that area are being very considerate of the speed limit through town and they have not had any issues with the increased traffic or residents from the slide area. 

Sergeant Kading also reported on a window that was broken at the school. He stated they have video of the individual and have been talking to other kids and believe they will get the individual who caused the damage to admit to it. 

He also reported the back gate at the storage units was pried open. He stated that when the deputy arrived to investigate, no other damage was found. 

He also reported on a reported suicide that occurred just out of town limits last week. He stated that at this time there is not any suspicion of foul play. 

He also reported that calls to the Eagles Nest have decreased, but he has still not been able to get in contact with the gentleman from Everett. 

He also reported that last weekend was opening fishing season at the lakes. He stated that deputies and Department of Fish and Wildlife were on the water instructing boaters on safety issues and rules. He reported that no tickets were issued. 

Sergeant Kading also reported that he had given the town dog ordinances to the county attorney for review. David Day stated he will make contact with their attorney and discuss the addition of these ordinances to the current contract. Discussion ensued on dog issues in town and what the town ordinances actually cite. 


Sergeant Kading also reported on the need to move the Sheriff Office sign from Dillard and SR 20 to a new location near Doug Vose III Way. He stated he would like this to be on a separate post out of respect for Doug Vose. He also would like to get the Sheriff’s Office added to the Town Center sign. 

Fire and Life Safety Building: Supplement Request: Cody Hart stated the supplement request was submitted at the last meeting. He stated the current project budget will not exceed the current approved amount until either May or June. He stated with this project and other federally funded projects, the amount they are requesting is still within the industry standard amounts. 

Marla Reed asked if the amount is the $18,000 that is listed in the supplement paperwork. Cody stated the $3,500.00 was approved at the last meeting for the environmental documents that need to be redone and the rest would be the amount for Reichhardt & Ebe. 

Mayor Miller asked if council had any further questions or concerns regarding this supplement. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the supplement request. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: Cody reported on the SR 20 and Superior Avenue project. He stated that he met with Barb Hawkings at the school and she does not have an issue with the overhead crosswalk sign being removed. He stated the pole on the south side of the highway will not be removed, but the one on the north side will be removed. He stated he is also working with the school on a grant for the remote signaling. He also reported that when the survey of the area was complete, it was discovered that the sidewalk on the south side of SR 20 and east of Superior Avenue is not within the town’s right-of-way and is privately owned. He stated the town will need to follow up on this and see about either purchasing this right-of-way or getting it donated by the property owner for future improvements. Andrea will forward the PDF of the survey to the mayor and council. 

Audience member John Boggs stated that when doing some research using old Concrete Herald issues, he remembers seeing that this sidewalk project was a public service project that was completed by the Lions Club, but he was not sure of the exact date. 

Cody also updated on some possible grants that he has been researching. He reported that one agency would like to have a conference call to discuss possible projects tomorrow. 

Cody also reported that Alan is still reviewing the mechanical and electrical plans for the Fire and Life Safety Building. 


Cody also reported that the CCTV project began today. He stated that Alan, Rich and an inspector from Reichhardt & Ebe will be making periodic inspections and checking in with the contractor as they proceed. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: April 14, 2014

· Approval of Claims Checks: #1208-#1218

· Approval of Payroll Checks

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Town of Concrete Code of Ethics Draft Ordinance: David Day reported this is relatively standard language that is used by many different jurisdictions. He stated that it may be more complicated than needed, but it is less complicated than some others. He stated that any changes are up to the council at this point. 

Andrea reported she was unable to get all the information needed inserted into this ordinance. She stated she will get the information inputted and bring back to Council. 
New Business: Ordinance #722 – Amend CMC 10.12.010, Time Limits and Limitations: Mayor Miller updated on the issues with log trucks on Everett Avenue stopping and securing their loads. He stated that he has received a citizen complaint on this issue and he also does not like the idea of traffic lanes being blocked. 

Marla asked where the log trucks are supposed to stop and secure their loads if not in this area. She stated it is important for them to have a place to secure their loads before driving on the highway. 

Mayor Miller stated that Sergeant Kading has made contact with these log truck drivers and instructed them to use the pull out east of town if they are driving east; if they are driving west, they can use the property where the swap meets used to be held. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve Ordinance #722. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2014-05 – Declaring that the Town of Concrete is Pursuing a Loan for Water System Improvements through the Public Works Trust Fund Board: Discussion ensued on the loan and what these funds will be used to pay for. Andrea reported the loan funds will be used to pay for the purchase and installation of service and production meters, as well as some needed water line improvement projects. 

Andrea also reported this resolution is to allow for the application. She stated if funds are awarded, the final documents will be brought back before council for final approval. 

Dave Pfeiffer made a motion to approve Resolution #2014-05. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #723 – Amend Ordinance #717, Street Fund Budget Amendment: Andrea reported on the need for this amendment. She stated this is for the SR 20 and Superior Avenue project that is being funded through the Transportation Improvement Board. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve Ordinance #723. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #724 – Amend CMC 19.40, Non-Commercial Greenhouses: Marianne reported this will allow noncommercial greenhouses on public lands. She stated that currently commercial greenhouses are not allowed within town limits. She stated this ordinance will not change that. She reported if someone was to come in and want to construct a commercial greenhouse in town, she would bring it back to council to discuss at that time. She stated that the town is limited in larger pieces of property that would allow for a commercial greenhouse to be constructed. 

Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve Ordinance #724. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building: Nothing new to report. 

Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Jack Mears reported that progress is being made on the fueling station. He stated they have begun work and they have torn up the grass and sod in that area. Andrea reported that a temporary easement was written into their lease and that damage to the area is to be corrected when the project is complete. Jack stated that the electrical has been installed, but they have not yet got the phone line installed. 

Jack also reported that the airport runway needs to be restriped. He stated that he realizes highway paint is expensive, but the lines all need to be redone. Mayor Miller stated that Alan is discussing the possibility of having the county complete some road work on Cedar Street and South Rietze, and that they might also be able to complete work on the runway. Andrea also reported that if it’s just painting, there may be some high school students that need to get their volunteer hours in for graduation. 

Parks: Marla Reed: Marla reported they might be applying for a grant. It was stated some of the project ideas are a bark park, water park and an amphitheatre. 

Marianne reported the comprehensive plan update will include a parks element as a stand-alone element. She stated it is important to make sure that all these ideas for projects are included in the comprehensive plan so that they do not have to be added later in order to be eligible for some funding. 

Mayor Miller stated this is why the comprehensive plan is so important. He stated there are so many moving parts within the town and this document brings them all together. 

Community Garden: Marla Reed: Marla Reed reported they are getting ready to install the greenhouse. Mayor Miller reported the YD kids will be at the community garden on May 19 for a community service project. 

Upper Skagit Library: Dave Pfeiffer: Dave stated that he has not attended the last couple meetings. He stated they have been holding their meetings in different locations within different communities in eastern Skagit County. He stated that he felt somewhat uncomfortable attending these meetings while representing the town and not these other areas. Marla Reed stated that she believes it is a good idea for him to continue to attend so that other communities are aware of the town’s involvement and so that he can report back on other ideas coming from these communities. Dave stated that he will continue to attend the meetings. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Marianne reported the open house that was held on April 9 for the comprehensive plan update was only attended by Planning Commission members and the mayor. She stated that surveys were handed out and she will need them returned by mid-August. She stated that she will also leave these surveys at Town Hall for other people to complete and turn in. She stated she will need this information back so she can get it compiled and included in the first report that is due to the Department of Commerce in September. 

Marianne also reported on the new SEPA rules that were adopted in April and will become effective in May. She stated she will have to develop a new SEPA checklist for the town and will have to bulk up the section on cultural resources. She stated there was a lot of influence from the tribes and the Department of Historic Preservation on these new rules. She stated she will also be working on this for the City of Mount Vernon, so she will combine her efforts and complete this for Concrete as well. She stated she will work on increasing thresholds since the town has the most stringent thresholds out there right now. She stated she will bring information back to council with different thresholds prior to completing an actual ordinance. 

Discussion ensued regarding the new requirements and how they are now more burdensome than streamlined, as was originally intended. Discussion also ensued regarding what is considered to be native soils. 

Marianne reported that language will have to be added to existing permit application forms that has cultural resource language included, as well as language that states other permits other than the local permits may be required. 


Marianne also reported the planning commission will take May and June off to read through their current copies of the comprehensive plan. 

She also reported on a meeting that she has with PSE tomorrow regarding their Lower Baker project and to assist them in better determining their shorelines boundaries for this project. She stated they also mentioned they may be asking the town for a rezone next year. She stated they would like to change from their current zoning to commercial. She also reported that PSE is going through a cultural resources survey right now and looking at different ideas of more things they can do with this property. She stated they are considering adding a convention center. She stated the town needs to research and look at all of the town’s zoning and what currently falls under each zone as a permitted use. 

Audience member John Boggs stated that the general scope of what PSE is doing is stated within their relicensing documents, which the town has a copy of. He stated they are going to redo the visitors center and add a meeting room, but they are not building a new convention center. 

He also asked about the Historic Preservation and Landmarks Commission and if that still exists in the town. Marianne gave him an update as to what was discussed about this at the last council meeting. 

Marianne stated with no Planning Commission meetings scheduled for the next couple months, she will use this time to tie up some loose ends on different projects.

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that she has completed the annual report and Corrina has finished the review. She stated that she will get this submitted and a copy to the council and mayor. She also reported that she is continuing to work with Cody on multiple loan and grant applications. She also stated that the March 2014 treasurer’s report is included in their packets for their review. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Absent. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller reported that the bike route in town that was discussed last year is at AASHTO for review and approval, which should come by May 23. 

Mayor Miller reported that since the slide in Oso, he has been paying more attention to slide-prone areas in town. He stated there is a public meeting this week to discuss Natural Hazard Mitigation plans for towns and cities within Skagit County. He stated a Saukrates Café discussion group meeting will be held this Wednesday at Annie’s Pizza at 6 p.m., on the same topic.

Mayor Miller also reminded the council about the training session on roles and responsibilities scheduled to take place this Wednesday from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. at Town Hall. 

Mayor Miller also reported he is going to be meeting with a county geologist to discuss soil types within town and what types and areas are more likely to slide than others. 

Marianne stated there is new legislation that will require mayor, council, commission members and employees to complete training on the management of public records and public records requests. 

Mayor Miller asked Jack Mears about the debris pile that is located near the west end of the airport runway. Jack Mears reported that grass clippings and dirt are piled here, but branches and such are supposed to be taken to the town for chipping. Jack stated that Public Works comes up every once in a while and levels the pile and that it is not a safety hazard or in the way of planes. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting will be May 20 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, which is always open to the public. 
Announcements: None. 

Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:53 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


