Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
April 14, 2014

7:00 p.m. Mayor Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Dave Pfeiffer, Mike Bartel, Marla Reed and Ginger Kyritsis. 

Marla Reed made a motion to excuse Jack Mears. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer, and Town Attorney David Day.
 

Audience Members Signed In: None. 
Public Participation: None.
Special Presentations: Public Safety: Sergeant Kading introduced the new deputy Mark Sonnabend, who took over for Deputy Moore on April 3. Sergeant Kading reported that Deputy Sonnabend has been with the department for over 20 years and will be a great addition to the East Detachment. 

Sergeant Kading reported on the March 2014 Incident Report and that there has been a significant increase in calls. He stated that good weather usually results in an increase in calls. He reported the residents that were living on Spring Street and causing dog-related, noise, and domestic issues have been evicted and are no longer living there. 
Sergeant Kading reported that he has a meeting scheduled tomorrow to talk with Mr. Wilson at the Eagles Nest, who is who the current manager reports to. He stated that Mr. Wilson is in between the manager and the actual owner. He stated he was told that Sunrise Services has withdrawn any interest in this property. He also stated he is hoping to find out why so many residents from Snohomish County are finding their way here to stay at the Eagles Nest. 

Sergeant Kading also reported on the annual report from the Sheriff’s office. He stated this report gives a general synopsis of the 2013 year. He also reported there is a lot of information on the jail project. 

He stated that summer is approaching, which will also result in an increase in calls, but nothing they will not be able to handle. 

Mayor Miller stated the town has a municipal code section that addresses the issue of dangerous dogs or animals, and he would like to possibly add this to the current contract with the sheriff’s office so they may assist the town with enforcement. Andrea Fichter will send this code section to Sergeant Kading. 

Mayor Miller also reported on research being done by David Day for a Town of Concrete Panhandling Ordinance. David Day stated that it is not illegal to panhandle, but an ordinance can be written against aggressive pan handling, which would state things like how they could not obstruct traffic, which could result in a citation if it occurs. Sergeant Kading also stated there is an option for writing no trespass orders if a business owner requests such an item for any panhandling that is being done on their property. 
Fire and Life Safety Building: Supplement Request: Cody Hart reported on the supplement request submitted separate from their packets this evening. He reported this does not have to be decided tonight. He stated an outline has been provided, which gives all the information on what funds have been spent on so far and what it is remaining. He stated the supplement request is approximately $18,000.00 over the original budgeted amount for this project. He stated if council would like to review and discuss at the next meeting that would be fine and there is no pressure to approve or deny this tonight. 
Marla Reed expressed concern regarding the project costing more and not wanting to wait until next year to start the project. 

He stated that he will also need final direction from the council on whether or not to include demolition of the old fire hall in the permitting documents. 

Cody gave a brief update on the timeline. He stated that it looks as though the first week in August would be the earliest the contractor could begin work with the timing on the permitting, bid advertisement and other items. He stated that the actual project would take approximately four (4) months to complete. He also reported on a conference call he had with CDBG regarding the timing of the project. He stated that CDBG would like to see the project completed this year. Cody stated the town wants to try and make sure the paving is complete before October due to possible weather issues. He also stated that the site work should most definitely be completed this year, but it depends on the weather, which could be out of the contractor’s control. He stated bids may come in higher if the town has the contractor contractually obligated to finish no matter what the weather does. He stated that he needs to advise the council of the risk, but the final decision is up to the council. 

Discussion ensued on the increase in cost that could occur if we wait until next year with the cost of inflation rising. It was stated the contract could be written to include language regarding possible suspension of the contract in November if the weather turns but if the weather allows them to continue they can continue through the winter to complete the project. 

Discussion was held regarding the old fire hall building and not demolishing this building but keeping it for storage. It was stated that Public Works would like to retain this building for storage of small equipment and other items. It was also stated the funding agencies do not have an issue with the town not demolishing the building, but the permitting paperwork will have to be corrected. 

Marla Reed made a motion not to demolish the old fire hall building and begin the new permitting paperwork to coincide with this change. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

It was also the consensus of the council to proceed with writing the contract to include language directing construction to continue as weather permits, with possible suspension due to bad weather. 
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering – Cody Hart: CCTV Project, Notice to Award: Cody reported on the bid tabulations for the CCTV project that were included in their packets and the recommendation to award the project to Olson Brother Pro-Vac, who was the apparent low bidder. He stated they may have to make a small change to the original scope of work that was completed during the first phase. He stated that this is wanted by the Department of Ecology. He stated that he will give an update to the council at its next meeting and will let them know for sure if this will include a cost increase after he speaks with the Department of Ecology. 
Marla Reed made a motion to award the project to Olson Brothers Pro-Vac. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cody reported on the SR 20 and Superior Avenue TIB project. He stated that he has met with the traffic engineer and the representative from the Department of Transportation. He stated the crosswalk sign that hangs over the highway right now may not be needed once this project is complete. He reported that he called the school to get their feedback on this item and spoke with the transportation supervisor. He stated he has a meeting scheduled with him and the superintendent next week to discuss if they have any issues with the overhead crosswalk sign being removed. He stated with the town’s permission, he would like to research the possibility of getting the school a remote switcher for the crosswalk so that it can be turned on from the school instead of someone manually having to turn it on. 

It was the consensus of the council for Cody to proceed with research on this equipment for the school. 

Alan Wilkins asked about the current poles and the street lights and if they plan on removing these. He also asked about the speed limit signs and if these will remain where they are now. Discussion ensued about leaving the poles on the south side of the highway because they are used for hanging event banners. 

Cody stated that plans for this project are progressing well and are being reviewed and he will continue to coordinate with public works and the Department of Transportation. 

Cody also reported on the award of funds to the town from the Transportation Advisory Committee for the STP projects. He stated the West Main Street project will include sidewalk, curb and gutter and a planter strip. He stated the town will need to obligate these funds soon. He stated they have not received word yet on the funding for the secondary access project. 
Alan Wilkins asked about funding for the water systems improvements. Andrea Fichter reported that a few years ago the town applied for loan funds through the Public Works Trust Fund, which didn’t get the needed funding from the legislature to be able to provide loans that year, so the town then applied through the Department of Health and did not score high enough through their funding scale. She stated that the Public Works Trust Fund again has money and she is working on completing the application through it. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: March 24, 2014

· Approval of Claims Checks: #1155-#1203
· Approval of Payroll Checks

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Bartel seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Town of Concrete Code of Ethics Draft Ordinance: Mayor Miller reported that the draft ordinance was included in their packets. He stated this is not the final version and it is to be considered more of an FYI at this point. He stated the council can have time to review and it can be discussed further at the next meeting. He stated there is additional language that he would like to see included and David Day is working on getting it added. 
Resolution #2014-04, Amending Resolution #2013-11 for 45501 Main Street Sale: Andrea Fichter reported on the change made to the resolution that would allow the town to proceed with placing this property for sale on Craigslist as instructed by the council. 

 
Ginger Kyritsis made a motion to approve the resolution. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
New Business: Events Application- Concrete Chamber of Commerce, Earth Day: Mayor Miller reported that instead of just one day for Earth Day, they are a planning to hold the event for the whole week. He stated that different events are planned to take place at the school, the Concrete Center and at 5b’s Bakery, as well as highway cleanup days. 
Marla Reed made a motion to approve the events application. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Events Application – Town of Concrete, Concrete Old-Fashioned Fly-In: Marla Reed stated that she did not believe this needed any further discussion. 
Marla Reed made a motion to approve the events application. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Cleanup Days Dates: Andrea stated that she has proposed dates for the clean-up days and wanted to get approval from council to hold the clean-up days on June 27–29. 

Marla Reed stated that this seems later than usual to hold this. Andrea Fichter stated that with staffing and other holidays, this was the best date to hold it in June. 

It was the consensus of the council to hold the cleanup days on the dates suggested by Andrea Fichter. 

Sewer Lien Foreclosures – 7235 Franks Place and 7675 Cedar Park: Discussion ensued on the current liens; they will need to be foreclosed by September of 2014. Andrea Fichter stated that one property is scheduled for Trustees Sale in July and the other is owned by Columbia Bank, which is refusing to foreclose. It was stated that someone may be interested in purchasing the Franks Place property and Alan Wilkins will refer him to go and talk to Columbia Bank about this property. 

It was the consensus of the council to bring these liens back in July if they have not yet been resolved to discuss foreclosure. 
Discussion Items: Superior Building: Mayor Miller reported that he and Stephanie Morgareidge went to the Bellingham Public Library to utilize its bank of computers that are dedicated to grant research across the nation. He stated that Stephanie researched grants for the Superior Building and he researched grants for the wastewater treatment plant. He stated that he was only able to find about three (3) different grants that he will be doing further research on. He stated that Stephanie was able to find over twenty (20) different grants that may possibly fit the Superior Building. 
Council Reports: Airport: Jack Mears or Dave Pfeiffer: Dave Pfeiffer reported that the fueling station is going in. He stated they have dug out and put in the pylons and are hoping to pour either tomorrow or the next day. He stated the electricity has been completed, but they still need to order the actual tank. He stated they also got the phone line issue sorted out. He stated they are hopeful they will have it completed and up and running by the end of the month. He stated it will also be listed in the Washington Flight newsletter that the airport now has fuel, which will hopefully bring more people here. 

Steve Bolan’s lease was also discussed and it was stated that Steve had stated that when he returns he would like to discuss the parking item of his lease for his business. 
Parks: Marla Reed: Marla stated they met this evening and discussed different ideas and projects that would bring people to town. She stated one idea was a water park. She stated they will be discussing an actual plan and have Cody Hart assist with finding some grant funding. Mayor Miller reported the Girl Scouts cleaned the Welcome to Concrete sign and flower bed on Superior. Dave Pfeiffer stated the new trail on the east end of town along the river turned out really well. He stated they did a great job. 
Community Garden: Marla Reed: Marla Reed stated they got the base for the greenhouse in. Mayor Miller reported the Planning Commission will hold a public hearing this week to make a change in the zoning code to allow for noncommercial greenhouses in town. He stated this item will come before the council at its April 28 meeting. He also reported that the Youth Dynamics group will be at the community garden on May 19. He also stated he would like to get more chips from public works for the garden. 
Upper Skagit Library: Dave Pfeiffer: Dave stated the building committee has found a favorable lot, but they have not made any commitments at this point. He stated that they are still researching funding options. He stated they are researching other libraries and how they were funded or constructed. He stated they may have to hire a fund manager. 
Department Reports: Planning Commission/ Historical Preservation: Marianne Manville-Ailles: Mayor Miller reported on the e-mail received from Marianne. He stated that e-mails were sent out to the HPLC and only one person, Robert McWilliams, did not respond. He also reported that Eric Archuletta’s mom passed away and he will not be able to attend the next meeting. He stated the public forum on the Comprehensive Plan update that was held on April 9 was lightly attended. He also reported that a questionnaire is available for anyone to fill out and turn in. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported the February 2014 Treasurer’s report was included in their packets. She stated that she is continuing to work on the 2013 annual report, as well as many grant and loan applications and files. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan stated that Cupples Alley water line is in need of replacement. He stated they have repaired this many times. Andrea Fichter stated that this waterline is part of the loan application for the water system improvements that she is working on. 
Discussion on the leaks being stopped for now and what it would cost if an emergency repair was needed. 


It was stated to find the cost to repair this and possibly replace this line now instead of waiting and making it part of the loan application. Cody and Andrea will check the cost that was estimated in 2012. 

Alan also reported on how buying a membrane kit would be less expensive for the town than having to buy the membranes separately. Andrea and Alan will review the budget and see if this can be purchased.

It was also stated the town will need funds to repair sewer lines once the CCTV project is completed and the areas that need to be repaired are identified. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Miller stated that he would like to get some cost estimates on chip sealing the east end of Cedar Street and a section of Rietze Avenue. He stated there are sections of both these streets that are in dire need of repair. He stated he is working with Alan and Cody on getting costs estimates from the county to complete this. 
Mayor Miller also stated there seems to be a lot of tarring that needs to be completed on some of the streets in town. He also reported that he should be able to assist Public Works with this. He also inquired about when the other public works employees will be coming on full time. 

Mayor Miller stated there will be an Elected Officials Training here at Town Hall on April 30 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., which each council member has been registered to attend. Andrea Fichter stated this is one of the requirements of the town to remain a member of the AWC Risk Management Service Agency. 

Mayor Miller also reported on a meeting he’d had with Mitch Cook and Paul Cranefield regarding the graphic novel Concrete Martians and the documentary based on that graphic novel that they are working on. 

Imagine Concrete: Mayor Miller: Mayor Miller reported the next meeting will be April 15 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots’ Lounge, which is open to the public. 
Announcements: Mayor Miller reported on the litter cleanup that was completed by Bill Chamness along streets in and out of town limits. He stated he will write a thank-you letter to Bill for this work. Marla Reed asked what he is doing with the garbage that he is picking up and if he is paying to haul it to the dump. It was stated to allow Bill to dump any garbage picked up in town in one of the town Dumpsters. 
Executive Session: None. 

 
Adjournment: Marla Reed made a motion for adjournment at 8:38 p.m. Ginger Kyritsis seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Jason Miller, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk Treasurer
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Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller


